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BESTEST OF EDMONTON / 17 i 
This one goes out to you, Edmonton, the 

rocking-est city in all of rock-dom. Whoo! 
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BIKE RACKS / 8 

“The City and the People's Pedal interpre- 
tation was that racks were donated for 
good, and the owner's interpretation was, 
‘Oh, no. I've donated use of the racks,” 
—Claire Stock, City of Edmonton trans- 
portation department 
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BLACK BOOK / 45 

“There's about as many double-crosses 
and wild plot twists to this thing as there 
are nude scenes (that is, a lot).” —Josef 
Braun, We reviewer 
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BEBOP COWBOYS / 49 

“We love to have nice tight arrange- 
ments where we can blow and improvise, 
but the idea is to serve the song, and 
that’s the great thing about western 
swing, too, is that the songs are so 
good.” —Howard Willett, frontman 
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Fort McMoney, 
Fort McProblems 


ANDREW CISAKOWSKI / cisa@vueweekly.com 

or the past decade, Fort McMurray has grown at a rate of 10 per cent per 
P= over twice the provincial average. During this time it has developed 

all the characteristics of a boomtown: skyrocketing prices, overstretched 
infrastructure and a growing homeless problem. Only able to raise money 
through increasing property taxes, the city is at a loss of how to deal with 
these problems. More and more, public pressure is mounting for oil companies 
to foot the bill. 

In the early '90s, with the price of oil hovering around $20 a barrel (the tar 
sands need a price of about $40 a barrel to tum a profit) the Klein government 
attempted to woo big oil with a bargain-basement one per cent royalty rate. Now 
that the price has been (and looks sure to continue being) around $70 a barrel, 
many are questioning the sanity of such low taxation. With investment (already 
about $35 billion, with another $45 billion on the way) pouring in, the amount of 
money received by the Alberta government via royalties is, in fact, falling. 

As the oil industry swallows all the local resources, the city’s infrastructure is 
unable to keep up. A growing number of homeless walk the streets. Doctors: and 
teachers complain of being overwhelmed. Because of overflowing sewer lines, 
construction has been halted in the city centre, leading to growing urban sprawl. 
With few avenues of entertainment and lots of money, drug use has exploded 
~ among oil patch workers, at more than four times the provincial average. 

There is also a growing environmental concern. Oil from the tar-sands is 
particularly carbon intense (about two to three times more carbon is emitted 
as from traditional wells), as natural gas is used in separating the oil from the 
sand. And as each hole is several kilometres in width, about 3000 square kilo- 
metres of forest is being cleared. 

A large source of oil in Canada is, of course, tempting to foreign oil compa- 
nies. With the high price of oil, the artificially low royalty rate is no longer 
needed. Not only would an increase in the royalty rate help pad Alberta's cof- 
fers, but also it would act as a break to slow the overheated Northern Alberta 
economy, allowing resources to divert to where they are badly needed. v 
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POT GROWER'S EGO BRUISED 


Your recent piece about medicinal mari- 
juana ("MS sufferers are still enduring 
reefer madness,” Well Well Well, June 
28 — July 4), has several errors that 
need to be clarified. 

The medicinal marijuana provided by 
Health Canada is not 3 per cent THC; it 
is 12.5 per cent, plus or minus 2 per 
cent. 12.5 per cent exceeds the THC 
content of about 80 per cent of the prod- 
uct found on the street and exceeds the 
12 per cent you quoted as the THC con- 
tent of the Vancouver Island Compas- 
sion Club Society's marijuana. 

The product produced for Health 
Canada by Prairie Plant Systems is tested 
for all forms of heavy metals (including 
arsenic) and microbial contaminations. 
No other medicinal marijuana undergoes 
such strenuous testing. For the record, in 
a recent evaluation conducted by CAN- 
TOX Health Sciences, Arsenic levels in 
Health Canada’s marijuana were found to 
be 20 times below the minimum accept- 
ed standard established by the Natural 
Health Products directorate. Rigorous 
quality control by Health Canada insures 
a consistent, safe, high quality product 
for patients who cannot afford to have 
product that is unsafe or varying greatly 


VUEPOINT 


in THC content. 

There was exactly one lot of Health 
Canada product that had THC content 
below 12.5 per cent. This was done by 
design on Lot-1. After receiving com- 
plaints from its patients, Health Canada 
changed its policy to provide full 
strength (12.5 per cent) THC marijuana. 
They also increased the moisture con- 
tent and the grind size to make it more 
acceptable to the patients. 

If you check the statistics published 
by Health Canada you will note that 
ordering and use of the Health Canada 
medicinal marijuana continues to 
increase. At $5.00 per gram (about half 
of street price) delivered to the patients 
door, it is a safe and effective source of 
medicinal marijuana. 

Further there is no proof that irradiat- 
ed product is a carcinogen. On a daily 
basis almost everyone is in contact with 
products that are irradiated. For exam- 
ple most imported spices used in day to 
day cooking are irradiated to destroy 
bacteria, molds etc. As far as phosphate 
fertilizers go, even natural/organic fertil- 
izers have phosphates in them—they 
just come from a different source. Phos- 
phates are one of the most common 
ingredients in fertilizers and are used in 
almost every form of plant nutrient. 

The Vancouver Island Compassion 
Club’s product “claims” to be Organic. We 
would assume they are designated organ- 
ic by a regulating body—but consider 
this: what is the value of an “organic” 


product that is smoked? Further, being 
“grown” organic doesn’t mean it's safe 
from microbial issues or that it does not 
have poisonous heavy metals in it. All it 
means is that no chemicals were used 
and that the land it was grown on was 
Not subjected to such chemicals in the 
last 3 to 5 years. If anything the potential 
for microbial contaminations increases 
under organic conditions. 


BRENT ZETTL, PRESIDENT 
PRAIRIE PLANT SYSTEMS 


Fditor’s note: Vue health columnist Con- 
nie Howard's information on the poten- 
cy of Prairie Plant Systems’ marijuana is 
based on lab tests conducted by advo- 
cacy group Canadians for Safe Access 
comparing certified medicinal marijuana 
obtained from Health Canada to pot 
provided by the Vancouver Island Com- 
passion Club. In the interest of journal- 
istic integrity, Vue offered to conduct 
our own independent analysis, however 
Prairie Plant Systems is so far less than 
enthusiastic about providing a sample. 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 
10303 - 108th Street, Edmonton AB 
T5J 117), by fax (780.426.2889) or by e- 
mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Prefer- 
ence is given to feedback about articles 
published in Vue Weekly. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and clarity. 


Poverty’s unlucky number: 07 for 07 
OXFAM AND MAKE POVERTY HISTORY LAUNCH CAMPAIGN 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweokly.com 
he business owners partici- 
pating in this weekend's “07 
for 07” campaign had different 
knowledge levels about poverty in 
the developing world, but they were 

all able to think with their heart. 

“Social consciousness was a com- 
mon denominator among all of 
(them),” said Gagan Sandhu, a cam- 
paign spokeswoman. 

The fundraiser will see more than 
40 Edmonton businesses displaying 
bright yellow “07 for 07” signs this 
Sat, Jul 7 (07/07/07—get it?j. The 
plan is to increase awareness about 
what organizers say is Canada’s 
unfulfilled commitment to increase 
foreign aid spending to 0.7 per cent 
of gross domestic product. 

In keeping with the seven-ly 
theme, businesses displaying the 07 
for 07 posters will be donating seven 
per cent of their Saturday sales to 07 
for 07 partners Make Poverty History 
and Oxfam Canada to support their 
advocacy, development, research, 
and humanitarian work. 

A campaign press release says Jul 
7 also marks the halfway point to 
completing the millennium develop- 
ment goals (MDGs), a United 
Nations initiative aimed at fighting 
poverty. 

The 0.7 per cent figure was an 
idea that came out of Canada during 
the 1960s, when then-Prime Minister 
Lester B Pearson suggested it as a 
benchmark for wealthy countries to 
give to poorer ones. 

At 2005's G8 meeting of industri- 
alized countries in Scotland, mem- 
ber nations including Canada joined 
other European countries in pledg- 
ing to donate 0.7 per cent of their 
GDPs by 2015. 

“When you put it all together, it’s a 
lot of money,” said Sandu, citing 
reports estimating a total of $60 bil- 
lion of aid. 


HERE IN CANADA, anti-poverty 
groups convinced all parties in the 
minority Parliament to endorse the 
country's 0.7 per cent goal. 

The money would go to the 15- 
year MDGs, which are aimed at 
eliminating extreme poverty 
throughout the world and improving 
access to water, sanitation, educa- 
tion and health services, says the 
release. 

While 12 countries—including 
Sweden, Norway, France and Great 
Britain—have already reached the 


0.7 goal, Canada is currently con- 
tributing only 0.31 per cent of its 
GDP, and is not on track to meet its 
2015 commitment. 

There's still time for Canada to 
Meet its target, but getting there ear- 
lier will ultimately mean more 
money for the MDGs, and the cam- 
Paign wants keep the public's atten- 
tion on the international promise. 

“The issue is making sure they 
remember they made this commit- 
ment and should do it, regardless of 
who's in power,” said Sandu, who 
noted Canada has no timetable in 
place to get to the goal. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 
who took over from Liberal ex-PM 
Paul Martin who made the G8 com- 
mitment, has said that Canada 
would meet the average amount 
committed by countries by 2010. 


= FUNDRAISR 


Sandu said this is a “wishy-washy 
way around it” as that average is 
projected to be 0.42 per cent by 
then, while Canada would have to 
get to 0.51 per cent at that time to 
meet its goal five years later. 

Along with the fleeting political 
memories, anti-poverty organizers 
also have to deal with a public that 
generally doesn’t know about the 0.7 
goal and its related issues. 

They also have to answer to the 
view held by some who oppose 
granting money to help with social 
problems, particularly outside Cana- 
da, or who say, “Charity begins at 
home.” 

Some of the businesses 
approached by the campaign made 
that last statement, which Sandu 
said was understandable, particular- 
ly in the summer, when homeless- 
ness becomes more visible. 

But she said Make Poverty History, 
which will take in half the proceeds 
from 07 in 07, works to eliminate 
poverty in Canada as well as inter- 
nationally. 

The problem is not as widespread 
in this country as elsewhere, Sandu 
pointed out, because health-care 
and education services are widely 
available to Canadians. 

“A lot of Third World countries do 
not have access to public services,” 
she said, noting that 4000 children 
die every year worldwide due to lack 
of clean water. “These are not luxu- 


ries, but basic social services.” 

The spokeswoman also agreed 
that there's an international security 
and anti-terrorism aspect to helping 
curb global poverty in the post-9/11 
world. 

“Countries plagued by poverty 
have more civil unrest,” she said, not- 
ing how Canadian troops are serving 
in Afghanistan, “We could prevent an 
Afghanistan-like situation.” 


SANDU SAID THE business owners 


approached generally shared the 
public’s lack of knowledge about the 
0.7 per cent target, but supported the 
idea that the government should 
increase foreign aid, especially after 
canvassers explained the issue. 

“If they didn’t know the details,” 


she said, “they wanted to know, 


about it.” 

Three participating local business- 
€s contacted by Vue echoed Sandu’s 
points about the campaign, and 
added their own. 

“It’s Just the right thing to do, and 
it's everybody doing a small part,” 
said the Paint Spot’s Kim Fjordbot- 
ten. She saw 07 for 07 as a simple 
way to get the message out and 
express her feelings of responsibility. 

“My products come from all over 
the world,” she said, “so while it’s 
good to support the community, it’s 
also important to think of the bigger 
picture.” 

Both Fjordbotten and Southside 
Sound owner Peter Sutherland cited 
“karma” as the reason for joining. 
People have helped him before, 
Sutherland explained, and he felt the 
need to “keep the circle turning. 

“We live very well in this country, 
more than we need to,” he said. “We 
can afford to kick back (some of our 
wealth). It can’t do any harm.” 

Sutherland said he is generally 
familiar with the issue of getting the 
government to live up to its commit- 
ment, as is Redbike owner Cliff Val- 
lentgood, who believes governments 
in North America are driven more by 
self-interest and are happy to foist 
charity work on individuals, while 
having the means to help by taking 
half of an average person's wages 
for taxes. 

“It’s an issue that's always niggled 
at me,” he said, defining the cam- 
paign as more of a political state- 
ment than charity initiative 

An evolving list of participating 
businesses can be found at 
http://07for07.googlepages.com. W 
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Canada’s mid-life crisis 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

The old adage tells us that with age 
comes wisdom. As we grow older, the 
sum of our life’s experiences, successes 
and disappointments makes us better able 
to recognize the dangers and possibilities 
inherent in new challenges that face us 

As | sat down to write this column on 
the occasion of Canada’s 140th birthday, it 
occurred to me that perhaps countries 
should also grow wiser with age—that 
somehow, the collective experience and 
knowledge we have gained over the 
course of our nation’s existence should 
guide us as we move forward in the world. 

Confederation came about as a way of 
establishing a new level of independence 
and sovereignty for the colonies of British 
North America—a confederation inde- 
pendent from both British politics and 
from the increasing power of the bur- 
geoning United States. 

{t was with respect to the latter that 
John A Macdonald famously wamed Cana- 
da to work hard at avoiding becoming little 
more than a source of cheap resources for 
the growing American economy. If our gov- 
ernment did not take concerted steps to 
keep our economy independent and to pro- 
tect and develop our value-added indus- 
tries and economy we would become mere 
“haulers of wood and drawers of water” to 
the US, with our resources fuelling their 
economic development rather than ours. 

To this end, Macdonald's Conservative 
Party implemented a national tariffs policy 
to protect Canadian value-added manufac- 
turing and sponsored the construction of 
three trans-continental railways. These 
policies served Canada well and enabled 
the country to become one of the richest in 
the world with a solid manufacturing and 
service base. 

One would think that, 140 years later, a 
mature country would be able to take the 
positive outcomes of those early policies, 
store them in long term memory and con- 
tinue to use the lessons they provide to 
propel itself forward in a positive way. 


THE REALITY, HOWEVER, is otherwise 


Rather than benefiting from the wisdom 
of its years, Canada is acting rather like a 
middle-aged man going through crisis and 
squandering his family’s future on frivoli- 
ties and get rich quick schemes even 
though he is old enough to know better. 
Take, for example, what Canada is doing 
with its energy resources. We abandoned a 
concerted national energy policy, flawed as 
it was, in order to sign NAFTA and provide 
the United States guaranteed access to our 


oil and gas. We signed an agreement stat- 
ing that even if we are in some sort of 
energy crisis, we have to prioritize the 
amount of energy we send south. Consider 
it a long-term lease on a high-end sports 
car that We cannot get out of even if our 
family is broke and homeless. 

The government then allowed—and 
actually encouraged—the building of a 
Pipeline to facilitate the export to the US of 
our natural gas without adding any value to 
it whatsoever. And because that policy has 
proven to be a complete disaster for Alber- 
ta’s petrochemical industry, the government 
is following suit by looking the other way 
while industry moves to build pipelines 
which will take most of the raw bitumen 
being mined in Alberta and send it te the 
US for processing and refining 

To follow through on the analogy, it’s 
tantamount to selling your family’s home 
at a discount in order to invest in some 
get rich quick pyramid scheme, which is 
sure to end in failure 5 


CANADA WAS FOUNDED—and spurred 
onto success—by the building of rail- 
roads to facilitate east-west trade, com- ~ 
merce and communication. Nearly a 
century and a half later, our leaders have 
decided that the key to our future is by 
building pipelines from north to south 
ignoring the energy and economic securi- 
ty of other Canadians 

The dangers of ignoring the wisdom 
gained with age are well-documented— 
countless numbers of families have been 
torn apart, countless futures have been 
jeopardized and countless homes and 
businesses have been lost 

Clearly, we need a change of course in 
Canada. We have become, despite the 
warnings of the past, hewers of wood 
and haulers of water for the United 
States. 

The only option left, lest we lose our 
future, is for Canadians to stand up and 
reassert loudly that this is our country 
these are our resources, and that this is 
our future, and that the role of our govern- 
ment is to defend, protect and promote 
them, not gamble them away on a whim 
It's time, if you will, for a national inter- 
vention in order to put our country back on 
track. A 140th birthday is much too late 
for a mid-life crisis—et's start acting like 
the wise old country we really are. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta 
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No racks’ until at least ‘late Summer’ » 


CITY SAYS BIKERS MIGHT HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL SPRING OF 08 


CHLOE FEDIO / chloé@vueweekly.com 

icycle racks are a crucial piece 
B:« infrastructure for Edmonton 

cyclists, especially during the 
warmer summer months when many 
forgo vehicles in favour of bikes. 
However, finding a place to park 
your bike just got a little harder as 
some bike racks in the city are being 
replaced with empty space—and it 
may be a while until they're back. 

As reported in last week’s Vue, the 
triangular, free-standing racks began 
disappearing across the city in mid- 
June from major roadways, like 
Jasper and Whyte Avenues, and non- 
roadways, like community and recre- 
ation centres. The loss has been 
particularly problematic for People's 
Pedal, who used the some of the 
racks for their bike-sharing service. 

“Some of our bikes actually went 
missing with the racks,” explained 
Karly Coleman, treasurer of the Peo- 
ple’s Pedal board of directors. “The 
justification for taking [the bikes] 
was that they ‘didn't belong to any- 
body,’ so obviously it wouldn't be an 
issue. They took the racks and the 
bikes, but, in fact, they belong to the 
society.” 

Members of People's Pedal have a 
code to a lock box, allowing them to 
access a bike for a minimal amount 
of time before returning it to one of 
eight “hubs,” which are bike racks 
characterized by their red colour. 
According to Coleman, four bikes 
were taken along with the racks, but 
have since been reclaimed from the 
where the racks are being stored in 
east Edmonton 

“The society put a lot of effort into 
getting this system up and running, 
so there's a bit of a crisis with Peo- 
ple's Pedal because they worked 
hard to get them out there and any 
break in the system just sort of 
wrecks the collective memory of 
how to use it, and where they are,” 
Coleman said 

Claire Stock, a bicycle transporta- 
tion planner for the City of Edmon- 
ton, explained that for a decade the 
city had an ongoing agreement to 
lease the racks from a private com- 
pany called Street Talk Inc. The City 
allowed the company to advertise on 
the racks in exchange for public use. 

Though the contract expired a few 
months ago, Street Talk Inc initially 
agreed to leave the racks out while a 
new two-year agreement was nego- 
tiated, Stock explained. However, 
when the city rejected a proposal 
from Street Talk Inc asking for $2500 
per month in addition to advertising 
revenue, the racks began to be taken 
by the owner. 

“If the City is going to invest in 
infrastructure, we don't want adver- 
tising. We want to have a good qual- 
ity rack that is unobtrusive but 
functional,” Stock said. 


THE CITY 1S IN THE process of 
updating the 1992 Bicycle Trans- 
portation Plan, which deals with 
infrastructure, routes and support- 


2 FOLLOW UP 


ing programs. A plan for down- 
town is also in the works, which 
has a very strong emphasis on 
urban design and street-scaping. 
New racks are expected along with 
these reviews, and Stock said that 
the removal of racks was expect- 
ed—for the most part 

“The City and the People's Pedal 
interpretation was that racks were 
donated for good, and the owner's 
interpretation was, ‘Oh, no. I've 
donated use of the racks,’” Stock 
said, “He has ceased to take the red 
racks, and we've now negotiated 
that we will buy and donate to the 
People's Pedal the racks,” Stock said, 
explaining that the City plans to buy 
seven or eight additional racks so 
that the organization can expand. 

Although Vue made repeated 
phone calls and left several mes- 
sages, representatives of Street Talk 
Inc could not be reached for com- 
ment. 

Racks for the People's Pedal and 
non-roadway locations should be 


back in a couple of weeks or less, as 
the City negotiates a purchase from 
Street Talk Inc, but Stock explained 
that it will take longer for on-street 
racks to be returned. 

“Undoubtedly, it will take a couple 
months to sort of sort all of that out, 
and to get them ordered and to get 
them installed. So we ask that 
cyclists, in the interim, be patient,” 
Stock said. “Optimistically, I like to 
think that by late summer we'll have 
something on the streets, and if not 
for summer, well then certainly for 
the spring next year.” 

The racks are currently located 
with the advertising panels in mind, 
but the new racks will be placed to 
better meet the needs of cyclists. 

“We hope to have, ultimately a 
program where cyclists can readily 
call us and say ‘Oh, I need a rack 
outside this destination’ and we 
would be able to respond to that so 
there's some really positive bike 
parking programs that's much more 
responsive,” she said. “Rather than 
putting a rack where it's an adver- 
tising panel cause it's a good posi- 
tion, putting a rack where it's 
functional.” w 
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Why worry about terror 
plots? Nobody else does... 


DYER STRAIGHT 


As terrorists go, this was The Gang That 
Couldn't Shoot Straight. One of the 
would-be London bombers on Jun’ 29 
drove erratically down Haymarket (a busy 
street in the heart of central Londan’s the- 
atre district)—presumably affected by 
the fumes from the gas cylinders and 
gasoline containers that were the heart 
of his makeshift car-bomb—before crash- 
ing into a garbage bin, getting out and 
running away. Another parked his explo- 
sives-packed car illegally, so it was 
towed away. The third attack was at 
Glasgow airport on the following day, but 
nobody was hurt except one of the 
attackers, who set himself on fire. 

More competent terrorists might have 
killed dozens of people, of course, but it's 
safe to say that this incident will be taken 
more seriously in the United States than 
it is in Britain itself or anywhere else in 
Europe. An occasional terrorist attack is 
one of the costs of doing business in the 
modern world. You just have to bring a 
sense of proportion to the problem, and in 
general people in Europe do. 

Prime Minister Gordon Brown issued 
the obligatory statement that Britain 
faces “a serious and continuous threat” 
and that the public “need to be alert” at 
all times, but there were none of the 
efforts to pump up the threat, none of the 
declarations that civilization itself was 
under attack that were standard issue 
when Tony Blair was running the show. 
Blair has gone off to bring the blessings 
of peace to the Middle East, and the 
British government is no longer com- 
pelled to seize on every passing event as 
evidence that it was right to invade Iraq. 

Blair can’t do that much harm in the 
Middle East, as there's no hope of an 
Israeli-Palestinian peace settlement in 
the foreseeable future anyway. The Rus- 
sians nearly vetoed Blair's appointment 
and the British Foreign Office is said to 
be in an “institutional sulk,” but it does- 
n't really matter much. Neither do the 
car-bombs that didn’t explode in London 
and Glasgow. 

Most major European countries had 
already been through some sort of ter- 
forist crisis well before the current fash- 
ion for “Islamist” terrorism: the IRA in 
Britain, the OAS in France, ETA in Spain, 
the Baader-Meinhof Gang in Germany, 
the Red Brigades and their neo-fascist 
counterparts in Italy. Most European 
cities have also been heavily bombed in 
a real war within living memory, which 
definitely puts terrorist attacks into a 
less impressive category. So most Euro- 
peans, while they dislike terrorist 
attacks, do not obsess about them. They 
know that they are likelier to win the lot- 
tery than to be hurt by terrorists. 

Russians are also pretty cool about 
the occasional terrorist attacks linked to 
the war in Chechnya, and Indians are 
positively heroic in their refusal (most of 
the time) to be panicked by terrorist 
attacks that have taken more lives there 
than all the attacks in the West since 
terrorist techniques first became wide- 
spread in the 1960s. In almost all of 


these countries, despite the efforts of 
some governments to convince the pop- 
ulation that terrorism is an existential 
threat of enormous size, the vast majori- 
ty of the people don’t believe it. 


IN THE UNITED STATES, however, most 
people do believe it. A majority of Amer- 
icans have finally figured out that the 
invasion of Iraq really had nothing to do 
with fighting terrorism, but they certain- 
ly have not understood that terrorism 
itself is only a minor threat. “We have a 
threat out there like we've never faced 
before,” said actor, former senator and 
potential presidential candidate Fred 
Thompson last month—on Fox televi- 
sion, admittedly, but they wouldn't have 
called him a nutcase or laughed in his 
face on the other networks either. 

“| don’t think [Americans] realize that 
this has been something that's been 
going on for a few hundred years, and our 
enemies have another 100-year plan,” 
Thompson continued. “Whether it's 
Madrid, whether it's London, whether it's 
places that most people have never heard 
of, they're methodically going around try- 
ing to undermine our allies and attack 
people in conventional ways, while they 
try to develop non-conventional ways, 
and get their hands on a nuclear capabili- 
ty, and ultimately to see a mushroom 
cloud over an American city.” 

There has been only one major terror- 
ist attack in the United States since the 
Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, and 
that one, on 9/11, is now almost six 
years in the past. So how have Ameri- 


An occasional terrorist 
attack is one of the costs 
of doing business in the 
modern world. 


cans been persuaded that their duty and 
their destiny in the 21st century is to 
lead the world in a titanic, globe-span- 
ning “long war” against terrorism? 
inexperience is one reason: American 
cities have never been bombed in war, 
so Americans have no standard of com- 
parison that would shrink terrorism to its 
true importance in the scale of threats 
that face any modern society. But the 
other is relentless official propaganda: 
the Bush administration has built its 
whole brand around the “war on terror” 
since 2001, so the threat must continue 
to be seen as huge and universal. 
Ridiculous though it sounds to out- 
siders, Americans are regularly told that 
their survival as a free society depends 
on beating the “terrorists.” They should 
treat those who say such things as fools 
or deliberate liars, but they don’t. So the 
manipulators of public opinion in the 
White House and the more compliant 
sectors of the US media will give bigger 
play to the British bombings-that-weren't 
than Britain's own government and media 
have, and they will get away with it. 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 
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It's hard to believe, but it turns out that 
some of our favourite fast-food staples 
and soft drinks are even worse for us 
than we thought. An expansive 12-year- 
long Finnish study has determined that 
the kind of sugar found in soft drinks is 
definitely associated with increased risk 
of type 2 diabetes, and that chicken fin- 
gers and fries (rather oddly, as they're not 
sweet) also put us at risk for diabetes. 

While adults don’t tend to live on fast 
food and soft drinks, many children and 
teens do. And many of them are developing 
diabetes and other degenerative diseases, 
things once thought to belong to the realm 
of the aging. 

That's the tragedy. The surprise is that 
hardly anyone reacts to this news. | know, 
| know, once in a while won't hurt and all 
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that, and we all have to die of something 
but degenerative disease in the young? 
The biggest surprise in all this, though, 
was a comment by dietician and National 
Post columnist Rosie Schwartz, who said 
that none of this means we should ban 
these foods from kids’ diets. Really, 
Rosie? | wonder if she'd still be saying 
that if one of her children developed dia- 
betes or arthritis by age 20. | wish more 
than anything, now, that I'd been more of 
a stickler about full-meal-deal chicken 
fingers regularly going into little bodies. 
But what's the deal? Why are soft 
drinks worse than the old-fashioned use 
of sugar in, say, a cup of tea or on a bowl 
of unsweetened cereal? It’s the higher 
fructose-glucose balance that's the cul- 
prit. Table sugar, also a fructose-glucose 
combo, but in a lower fructose ratio, did- 
n't show a clear link, but the balances 
found in soft drinks did. The reason, of 
course, for the higher fructose ratio is 
extra sweetening and addiction power. 
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And what's so bad about chicken fin- 
gers and good old-fashioned fries? Food 
cooked at high temperatures (which 
means deep-fried anything) undergo 
chemical changes that make us less able 
to use insulin well, which means they 
also increase our risk of diabetes, along 
with our risk of heart ‘disease, oxidative 
damage and inflammatory processes that 
lead to arthritis and Alzheimers, which all 
simply means we age faster. 


$0 WHILE WE'VE BEEN thinking 40 will 
happily always be the new 30—while the 
experts have been assuring us that these 
foods aren't all that bad as long as 
they're not frequent regulars in our diets 
(which they can quickly become in our 
busy lives}—40 is rapidly becoming the 
new 50. 

Then, still on the topic of trusting the 
experts’ reassurances of safety, there's 


the childhood vaccine thing. It's harder on © 


mom than on baby, the experts calmly 
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The callow little ballcapper barrels out of 
the doorway G ‘n R Liquor Store on 
109th—the rockin’est liquor’store in 
town; watch it bring you to your kna-na- 
na-na-na-knees, knees!—with the inertia 
of full hustle velocity times fireplug mass 
augmented by the heft of a case of Bud- 
weiser. Knocking into me slows his flight 
just long enough for the whistle to get 
blown: 

“Hey! Hey! Your card did not go 
through!” 

Busted. “Whut?” 

"Your card did not go through!” 

Sow confusion ninja smokebomb-style. 
“Whut? | don’t know.” Vague wave to 
somebody somewhere in the back of the 
store. “Fukkin’ talk to that guy.” 

Escape foiled. When you're busted, 
you're busted. The kid shouldn't have 
stopped at the whistle and tried to throw 
the screen; without that momentum, 
there’s no way he’s gonna be able to ram 
his gym-doughy frame deep enough, fast 
enough into the densi-thronged Canada 
Day crowd to make a getaway. Lots of 
sullen what the fucks and a big show of 
angry money-flinging later, he clomps off 
with his well-gotten cans, a fistful of Lau- 
riers lighter. 

What is it with dudes not wanting (or 
being able) to pay for their booze tonight? 
Is all their liquid cash tied up in F-350s 
and muscle shirts? Not ten steps from the 
scene of the foiled lagerheist, a smiling, 
wobbling guy with a frosted fauxhawk 
and a slick silk shirt hits us up as we 
crowd-swim upstream against the fire- 
works-bound flow. 

“Can any of you folks spare a couple 
bucks?” 

Man! Come on! You're still dangling 
your iPod headphones in the hand you're 
holding out for money! It’s one thing to 
liquidate your checking account, storm- 
drain it into getting wasted in celebration 
of peace, order and good government and 
end up staring over your crossed fingers 


croon, but in the wake of 5000 claims of 
thimerosol-related injury in recent years 
in the US, it's time to stop and rethink our 
trust. No parent wants to risk negligence, 
and the official position of the science 
world on the thimerosol/autism link is 
that there is no link, but thousands of par- 
ents are clearly now convinced there is. 
Thimerosol, which is 50 per cent mer- 
cury by weight, was until a few years ago 
used to preserve childhood vaccines. 
Classic symptoms of mercury poisoning 
include anxiety and cognitive and motor 
dysfunction, which sounds suspicious 
enough to me, and the fact that the pre- 
servative is no longer found in childhood 
vaccines makes it sound ever more suspi- 
cious. Why discontinue something if 
there truly is no problem? And why the 
prevalence of ADHD (linked to heavy 
metal toxicity), and why are alternative 
practitioners finding high levels of mercu- 
ry in children who no longer receive mer- 
cury-amalgam fillings in their teeth? 


at INSUFFICIENT FUNDS, but the fact 
you've ended up on out on Ninth cadging 
toonies from strangers to clear your tab 
at Martinis means you weren't even par- 
tying with friends who would cover you. 
Pathetic, man—as my buddy put it, with 
his head hung in shame: “These are’t 
hosers... they're lo-zers.” 

What's this country coming to? 

“DJ CHAD PRESENTS 0 CHADADA - 
DAY NO PANTY PARTY!” 

Oh, right. 


A HUGE BLACK TRUCK crawls through 
Jasper Avenue traffic, its engine roaring 
louder every inch by creeping inch, its 
windows rolled up because otherwise 
how would the plastic Canadian flags 
stay in? The feeling of willful, desperate 
mind-abandonment (Samuel Johnson by 
way of Hunter Thompson: “He who 
makes a beast of himself gets rid of the 
pain of being a man.”) on the street is 
unprecedented in my experience. The 
mass is still the mass, and there's never 
been anything wrong with people howl- 
ing and acting a little stupid, but there’s a 
troubling screeching in the unending 
WHOO00000 that's not quite human... 

The “Canada Day Riots” and the 
Oilarchy of last spring triggered an 
intense allergic response in the immune 
system of the city, the white cop cells. 
Their broad deployment and feverish 
response to antisocial (and especially 
anti-property) action keeps things con- 
tained, but | doubt they'll ever be able to 
ease up; there's too much inflammation 
now. The squinty-eyed dumbness is one 
wrong shove from danger. 

The affronted lefty is that Edmonton's 
Young Manhood has been ruined by the 
spoiling effect of near-full employment, 
turned idiot by the boom—or maybe it's 
the drugs, or maybe all that violent rap 
music—or maybe more people are com- 
ing up who were never taught any god- 
damned manners, and who have been 
raised to view rudeness and ignorance as 
virtues. Whatever's happening, in combi- 
nation with alcohol the effect is animal 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


And while lm at the business of pok- 
ing holes in official verdicts of safety, and 
given its relevance to the current discus- 
sioh of nuclear power here in Alberta, 
one more little thing: radioactive materi- 
als from nuclear power plants being 
released into the Great Lakes are, accord- 
ing to a Greenpeace study, also much 
more dangerous than previously thought. 
Tritium (Canada’s regulations around 
which are apparently laxer than else- 
where in the world) can become embed- 
ded in human cells once it binds with 
water, and can cause genetic mutations 
and cancer. It sounds like a horror movie 
to me, one with a familiar don’t-you- 
worry-your-pretty-little-head script. 

Absolute faith in the experts (and igno- 
rance) is bliss, but we'll never get it right 
before it’s too late if we don't start paying 
cynical attention and asserting ourselves. 
But then again, who has time for that when 
we're busy trying to figure out how to undo 
(and pay for) the damage already done? w 
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Hyde beating the shit out of genial Jekyll 
in the heart of Edmonton hoserdom. 
Yeah, listen to me getting old, in the 
ancient megaseasonal rite of one gener- 
ation ripening toward the anti-whipper- 
snapper phase of its lifecycle. | just 
don’t know how to fuckin’ party. It’s 
true; | had a better time in my parents’ 
sunshine-and-flowers backyard, chatting 


* with a priest of my’acquaintande and 
watching the joy on my brother's face as 
he superman-flew his son through the 
sprinkler, than I'm having down here in 
the stereoboom with the howlers, 
screamers and text-messaging drunk 
drivers. Fit me for a walker and stick me 
in a home. 

Post-fireworks in the lounge of the 
Hotel MacDonald, Blonde Redhead from 
the bar speakers blending with Celine 
Dion bleeding in from the ballroom next 


door. | think it was a wedding... Is itill- 
Mmannered to not know whether etiquette 
precludes Sunday weddings? Sipping on 
the second-least expensive red wine, | 
glance up at the Fathers of Confedera- 
tion. What would they think of me? Their 
look makes me feel like a nose-picking 
caveman. They shake their heads at me 
across the generations: 

“What's this country coming to? Noth- 
ing it hasn't come to seven or more times 
already..." vw 
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en it comes to wheeled 
transportation, nothing 
grounds you in your environ- 
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ment like cycling. Unlike a car, you're 
in tune with the road, engaging the ele- 
ments and absorbing the sights and 
sounds around you. If you're like me, 
you're also working up a good appetite. 

During a near-ritual escape from 
the city one Saturday, I hopped on my 
bike with a vague plan to ride south 
of the city and sample the cuisine in 
the small communities of central 
Alberta. My pre-trip preparation 
involved a quick Mapquest search to 
scope out distances and the best sec- 
ondary routes. 

I settled on the Edmonton-Beau- 
mont-Leduc-Devon loop, figuring that 
it offered a leisurely ride, a bit of 
adventure and some felicitous alliter- 
ation: breakfast in Beaumont, lunch in 
Leduc and dinner in Devon. 

From southeast Edmonton (82nd 
Ave and 50th Street) to Devon, the 
entire distance was around 70 kilome- 
tres. The return trip to northwest 
Edmonton measured around 110 kilo- 
metres. | figured I'd get to Devon and 
decide from there whether to continue 
on to Edmonton or get picked up. I 
arranged for a standby ride, packed my 
cell phone, wallet and a Cliff bar in my 
two-litre Camelback, and hit the road. 

Covering long distances on a bike 
doesn’t require excessive training if 
you're moderately fit and allow 
enough travel time. I’d purposely 
selected a route that was doable for 
the average person, but I hadn’t 
accounted for weather. As I rode 
along 50th Street, strong headwinds 
had me doubting whether I'd make it. 
The city street turned into provincial 
route 814 and the unconquerable 
grasslands stretched before me. I kept 
pedalling past red barns, antique trac- 
tors and nonchalant, cud-chewing 
cows. In just over an hour I covered 
the 20 kilometres to Beaumont. 
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Catholic church stood sentinel above 
the small town. The highway became 
the town’s main street, and I rode 
slowly along, scanning for quaint 
breakfast nooks or coffee shops. 
There were few to be found. 

Instead, I ended up at Chateau on 
the Hill (4904 50 Street), directly 
across from the church. Like I'd find 
at many small-town establishments, 
the mauve and cream interior was a 
throwback to the ‘80s. It was still 
early and the only other customers 
were 20 middle-aged men attending 
an evangelical men’s breakfast. | lis- 
tened to their heartfelt stories of sal- 
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vation as I sifted through a breakfast 
menu of omelettes and waffles. 

1 chose the Spanish omelette 
($9.99), but it was more like a three- 
egg tortilla shell wrapped around a 
generous stuffing of ground beef, 
green pepper, tomato, salsa and melt- 
ed cheddar, with helpings of fried 
potatoes and toast on the side. Even 
after ditching the sides, | was full 
before | finished the omelette. I could- 
n't resist. At $12.71 with coffee and 
GST, it was the first in a large-portion, 
protein-fuelled day. 


| LEFT BEAUMONT with renewed vigour 


and a full stomach. From the Chateau, 
the road leading south out of town 
begins abruptly with a long, steep 
descent—in other words, a perfect 
start. Soon I rediscovered my stamina 


“and settled into a regular stride. 


The ride between Beaumont and 
Leduc along secondary route 814 fea- 
tured more scenic pastures until the 
turn on to route 623. Here, in a Ducks 
Unlimited Canada conservation plot, 
sun reflected off a blue lake as wind 
rustled the marshes. Just past the 
lake, I climbed the first daunting hill 
of my trip. My legs worked like pis- 
tons. With my newfound energy, | was 
in Leduc before | knew it; another 22 
kilometres had passed in an hour and 
a half. Once in town, a well laid-out 
network of bike trails made it easy to 
avoid busy roads. 

While Leduc is the biggest of the 
three towns and offered more restau- 
rants, the options were limited mostly 
to chain establishments and steak 


joints. This seemed to be the case in 
all three towns, but with local recom- 
mendations, it is possible to unearth 
the gems among the generic fare. In 
Leduc, this was Kosmo’s Restau- 
rant (5011 - 50 Avenue). 

Despite the restaurant’s stereotypi- 
cally Greek name, neither the menu 
nor atmosphere was Greek: it looked 
like an ABC Country Restaurant. Aside 
from the liver and onions—a seemingly 
ubiquitous dish on local menus—their 
offerings included appetizers like 
escargots bourguignon ($7.95) and 
mains like chicken parmesan ($10.95). 
I ordered both, with a bottle of Keith’s 
($5.25) to accompany the meal. 

The escargots were bobbing in garlic 
butter and herbs underneath a baked 
blanket of cheese. The chicken—which 
came with a side salad, potatoes and 
garlic bread—was juicy and tender, giv- 
ing way easily under my fork. My only 
complaints were the excessive use of 
cheese on both dishes, and the sauce 
that overpowered the chicken. By mod- 
erating cheese and sauce, | savoured 
both dishes and avoided getting stuffed 
by yet more monstrous portions, all for 
$27.67 with GST. 


THE PREDOMINANTLY FLAT stretch 
from Leduc to Devon (provincial route 
39 to Highway 60 North) enables 
cyclists to build up momentum and 
enjoy the whirring song of tire on 
pavement. Hypnotized by the rhythm, 
I maintained a strong but easy pace 
as I chumed up the next 24 kilometres 
to Devon in under two hours. 

1 rode into town around 3 pm, hot 
and tired. I'd covered 66 kilometres so 
far. | turned right onto Erie Street and 
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JASON FOSTER / greathead@vueweokly.com 

Beer is made for summer. Hot, sunny days 
deserve back decks and weekends at the 
lake. It's no surprise that beer companies 
push the link between summer pursuits 
and their products. Summer deserves 
beer like beaches deserve bikinis. The hot 
summer months account for 65 per cent 
of all beer sales. 

It's disheartening, however, that the 
same old watery, American knock-offs 
are flying off the store shelves. This no- 
taste, fizzy brew is best consumed ice 
cold in large quantities. Edmontonians 
can do better. 

There is quality beer out there that will 
suit your summertime beer-drinking 
needs. Firstly, acknowledge that in the 
summer, just like with food, our beer 
tastes change. We want something 
lighter in body, which quenches thirst and 
won't sit heavily in the stomach. We need 
a beer that can be served colder. We also 
need to be able to drink more than a cou- 
ple without falling off the dock. 

My first suggestion is only a short hop 
from standard pale lagers. Warsteiner 
Premium Lager ($14.25 for six) is Ger- 
many’s biggest selling beer, straddling the 
pale lager and pilsner styles. It is a bright 
pale yellow with a rather thin aroma of 
light graininess and a hint of hop. 

The light, crisp Warsteiner holds a 
malt sweetness, but it is subdued. It 
hides behind a dry cleanliness. The beer 
finishes crisply and the aftertaste lingers 
with a low, hop bitterness which isn't 
found in regular lager. Its overall impres- 
sion is refreshing and well suited for a 
hot day. 

During the summer months, we want 
to let loose a little. That applies to beer 
(and beer geeks) as well. Tree Brew- 
ing’s Thirsty Beaver ($12.50 for six) is 
a let-loose kind of beer. On its own mer- 
its, it is unassuming and rather boring, 
but put it in a fresh glass on a sunny patio 
and it improves immensely. This amber 
ale is made for summer quaffing. 

The aroma has an enticing caramel 
and nutty sweetness, backed by a touch 
of hop. It is a light copper colour with an 
under-performing white head. The attrac- 
tion of this beer is its blend of malt and 
hop. At the front, it offers a nutty and 
founded malt akin to a brown ale. At the 
back end, a leafy bitterness jumps in to 
cut the sweetness and dry out the beer. It 
is not a bitter beer, but just enough hops 
sharpen the palate. 

For the true beer lover this summer, 
Edmonton has its own home-grown ver- 
Sion of a German summer specialty. Alley 
Kat has a kristalweizen (a clear wheat 
beer) that owner and brewmaster Neil 
Herbst has aptly called Herbstweizen 
($11.50 for six). The regular German 
wheat beer, hefeweizen, is a cloudy, bold 
beer which is refreshing in its own right. 
Kristalweizen is the same beer filtered to 
remove the haze and soften the flavours. 

Herbstweizen pours a medium gold 
with bright clarity. It has almost no head, 
only offering a thin white ring on the side 


of the glass. The predominant aromas are 
of banana and clove, in fairly equal pro- 
portions. These come from the unique 
German yeast, which produces esters 
during fermentation. Underneath the 
esters is a solid malt sweetness. 

The flavour's first impression isa 
dance of fruity and spicy esters; again 
banana and clove dominate, but hints of 
berry come through. The bedrock of the 
beer is an understated but solid malt 
character: out of the wheat and barley, 
the barley comes through most clearly. 
The beer could use more wheat, which 
might have been lost in filtration. Wheat 
does, however, make its presence known 
in the after-taste, lingering as a soft dry- 
ing note. 

Herbstweizen nicely meets the round- 
ed quality of the style, and will provide a 
pleasant pint for anyone who wishes to 
partake. 

What might be the most unusual sum- 
mer beer on liquor store shelves is the 
premiere version of an odd Franco-Bel- 
gian style, Saison Dupont ($14.50 for 
four 330mL bottles). Saisons are known 
as “farmhouse ales” for their historical 
ties and unusual flavour. 

Saison Dupont pours a thick, hazy 
orange-gold with a stunning, mountain- 
ous white head that lasts long past the 
last sip. The aroma is earthy and dusty 
with a touch of rounded hop. The first sip 
may surprise the uninitiated. 
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A Dupont is fruity, musty and wonder- 
fully complex. The delicate pear and 
apple provide a sweet base. The musty, 
earthy tone may take some getting used 
to, but brings out the beer’s nature. It is 
both exotic and grounded, evoking 
images of rustic European cottages on a 
small plot of land. 

Its finish offers a deft touch of soft bit- 
terness, but only in the background. The 
earthy note lingers after the swallow, as 
does a light smokiness. Despite the com- 
plex flavours, the light-bodied beer cleans 
the palate with a sharp finish, erases 
thirst and leaves you wanting another. 

Beer is created for summer, but not all 
beer is created equal. Respect your beer 
Money and experiment with the summer 
beers that deserve your loonies and back- 
yard leisure time. You won't regret it. w 
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SOUL BEAT REVIVAL 


TUESDAY NIGHTS 


CELTIC JAM 
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Great Ttalian Dining since 1991 
8715 -109 ST. 439-8466 


fiorecantina.com 


Chefapalooza 


EDMONTON'S BESTEST CHEFS THAT YOU DON'T KNOW ABOUT — YET 


TANIS McLEOD / tanis@vueweekly.com 
dmonton has some amazing 
E== on the culinary scene — 
names that can make a particu- 
lar restaurant your favourite place. 
But while the executive chef is galli- 
vanting through the rainforests of 
Peru in search of that elusive new 
dish, who runs their kitchen? While 
the head chef is off to the farmer's 
market, who prepares the vol-au-vent? 
At Characters, that person is Sous 
Chef James McKinnon. McKinnon 
began his career serving in a local 
lounge after leaving university in 
search of something more to his taste. 
He moved from serving to working 
line positions in a number of Edmon- 
ton eateries before becoming a sous 
chef at Sorrentino’s, and then running 
the kitchen at the Northern Bear Golf 
Course. Four years ago, he was look- 
ing for the opportunity to move into a 
formal dining environment and was 
attracted by Characters’ reputation. 
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Today, McKinnon is responsible for 
the evening operation of Characters’ 
kitchen, including ordering supplies, 
ensuring the quality of the food, hir- 
ing staff, maintaining morale and 
solving any problems that arise. 
McKinnon is a quiet man, not partic- 
ularly comfortable talking about him- 
self, but he becomes animated when 
discussing his work. 

“Sometimes I come in on a Sunday, 
when the restaurant is closed, just to 
play and create,” he admits. 


IN HIS CURRENT ROLE, mckinnon has 
learned a lot about managing a 
restaurant and staff relations. He likes 
that Characters is what he calls 
kitchen-driven, but has learned that 
it’s important to build teamwork and 
coordination between the front and 
the back of the house. 

Something else McKinnon has 
learned at Characters is how to work 
in an open kitchen. Working in full 
view is a double-edged sword. 

“You have to watch what you say 
and do when you get frustrated,” he 
says. But one of his greatest satisfac- 
tions is when customers approach 
him to tell him how much they 
enjoyed their meal. 

McKinnon has experienced tremen- 
dous success as a chef, even though 
he hasn't had any formal training. 

“My hands-on training has been 
excellent, and | make a point of learn- 
ing from other employees who have 
had formal training,” he explains. 
McKinnon credits a previous employ- 
ee who trained in Montreal with 
teaching him a few tricks on prepar- 
ing sushi. As a result, he’s added 
some of his own flair to the restau- 
rant's sushi appetizer, to make it a 
more sophisticated dish. 

“At a certain point, going to school 
became redundant,” says McKinnon. 
He has thought about heading off to 
Europe for a little extra training, not 


because he feels there's a hole in his 
skills, but because he would like to be 
exposed to some of that famous “old 
world” technique. Working under 
Shonn Oborowsky, the restaurant's 
owner and culinary lead, McKinnon 
feels he has become a better all- 
around chef. 

Four years could be considered a 
long time to stay in one place, espe- 
cially with the high density of restau- 
rants in Edmonton. But McKinnon 
sees Characters as his last stop before 
reaching for his dream: a restaurant 
of his own. 


CORY WELSCH WOULDN'T mina having 
a restaurant of his own, either. But 
he’s also pretty happy as Sous Chef at 
Hardware Grill. Welsch started there 
in 2002 and has worked his way up 
from preparing vegetables and starch- 
es to running the kitchen at night 
while cooking the meats. He doesn’t 
see any particular dish as his own, but 
after five years and cooking hundreds 
and hundreds of meals, “they feel like 
they're all your own,” says Welsch. 
“They feel like your children.” 

Welsch has also learned about the 
business aspects of running a restau- 
rant and has gained first-hand experi- 
ence in handling staff and solving 
problems. When asked about the 
most valuable knowledge he’s gained 
at Hardware Grill, he replies that it’s 
Head Chef Larry Stewart's organiza- 
tion. For example, the shelves in the 
refrigerator are labelled, and food 
items are always stored in the same 
place, It’s the simple things that save 
so much time. 

At 26, Welsch might be considered 
young to be in a key role in one of 
Edmonton’s busiest restaurants. But he 
began cooking at a Kelsey's restaurant 
at 17. Welsch then joined his brother 
as a chef at the Shaw Conference Cen- 
tre before enrolling in NAIT’s Culinary 
Arts program. Summers, and he was a 
chef at British Columbia's prestigious 
Fairmont Hot Springs Hotel. 
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GRAB AND GRILL 

Feel like tandoori chicken tonight? How 
about enchiladas or cornmeal-crusted 
tilapia? Swing by the Specials Page on 
Dinner Revolution’s newly redesigned 
website and find out what's for dinner. 
When you don't really feel like spending 
hours in the kitchen, forget raiding the 
fridge and preparing the meal. Pick up 
one of Janna Rausch-Ferguson's meals 
in a freezer bag and throw it on the grill 


We asked some of Edmonton’s greatest 
up-and-coming culinary superstars to 
craft some of their greatest dishes. 
Here is what they offered: 


James McKinnon, Characters 
Duck breast with raspberry jus, duck 

leg confit with buttered peaches ona 

bed of cassoulet with fried plantain and 

rosemary. 

Hamhock ravioli with baby carrots, 


CHEFAPALOOZA 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


Welsch recalls that he was literally 
thrust into the sous chef position at 
Overtime. The head chef was also 
running the kitchen at River City Chop 
House. When he needed to leave 
someone in charge at Overtime, he 
chose Welsch, who was proving his 
strength as a cook. 

Welsch then moved on to Hardware 
Grill, where he must adhere to the 
highest standards and consistently 


EXURBAN DINING 
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found relief at the shady, air-condi- 
tioned Marci’s Bar and Grill (102 
Eerie Street). It was still a little early 
for my planned dinner, so I loosened 
my cleats, ordered a beer and debated 
whether to keep going. 

Eventually I got hungry and ordered 
the lemon pepper salmon ($15.95) 
mated with a glass of Ernest and 
Julio's whitest ($4.95). The grilled fish 
with peppery accents blended with 
the gingery, oak hints of the wine, 
transporting me from prairie heat to 
Spring comfort on the Mediterranean. 
Marci’s more moderate portions made 
for a lighter meal, but J still left half a 
Side of rice unfinished. In all, it came 


for a nutritious, easy and inexpensive 
way to feed the hordes. Visit dinner 
revolution.com for more info. 


“COULD YOU TELL M 
PAK? E WHICH WINE 10 


Because they are asked for recommenda- 
tions so often, the staff at Bin 104 decid- 
ed to hold their own wine tasting. On July 
11, each staffer will address their own 
wine and tell you why it is a personal 
favourite. For only $30 a person, this cus- 
tomer-friendly tasting is sure to sell out 
fast. Visit bin104.com for details. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiated 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 


maple-glazed pork belly, pork tenderloin 
with three-mustard dill sauce, garnished 
with rosemary and dehydrated apple chips 


Cory Welsch, Hardware Grill 
Smoked salmon with truffle potato 
perogies in a mustard cream sauce with 
salmon roe caviar. 
Bison carpaccio with an oyster mush- 
room salad, chévre noir cheese and a 
micro greens salad with potato straws. 


deliver high-quality meals. “Many of 
our diners are here to celebrate a spe- 
cial occasion,” explains Welsch. "So it’s 
crucial that their meal is exceptional.” 

Like Characters, Hardware Grill has 
an open kitchen, which Welsch says 
makes him care more about the din- 
ers’ experience. At his station, he is 
often only a few feet away from cus- 
tomers and feels great pleasure in 
seeing them enjoy their meals. Both 
McKinnon and Welsch agree that the 
work of a sous chef is hard, but ulti- 
mately the connection to the cus- 
tomer makes it worthwhile. w 


to $26.91 with GST, 

The sun was still hot but the winds 
were at my back now. Encouraged by 
the increasing ease of the trip, I decid- 
ed to press on as far as I could. | 
cleared town quickly and dipped down 
into the North Saskatchewan River val- 
ley just north of town on Highway 60. 

The climb up the hill on the other 
side was the toughest of the day, but I 
powered through it unfazed. After 
that, it was smooth sailing past the 
Devonian Gardens and on to Highway 
16A. I set a steady, aggressive pace 
back to town, covering the last 40 
kilometres in less than two hours to 
arrive in Edmonton just after 6 pm, 
having eaten up over 100 prairie kilo- 
metres and likely many, many more 
calories of hearty, high-protein, prairie 
small town goodness. v 
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Rib to our Chet's famous Baby Back Ribs, 


we ensure you enjoy the very best! 
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expectations 


11361- Jasper Ave. 
Mi 488-0084 
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free parking behind building 
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Lounge & Eatery 
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Old Strathcona 
Farmers )Market 


A touch of the farm 
in the heart of the city! 


Saturdays 8am - 3pm 
10310-83 Ave Edmonton, Ab 
Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 
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BESTEST THING TO HAPPEN TO JASPER 
AVENUE 


Nope, !’m not talking about Oil City 
Road House (which quite frankly 
scares me). And I am not even talking 
about the long-awaited revitalization 
of deadened buildings. 1 am talking 
about Make it Not Suck, the guerrilla 
art project that has graced—however 
briefly—the construction barricades at 
104th Street and 108th Street. Seeing 
these works—challenging our defini- 
tion of art space—made me proud to 
be from Edmonton. (CN) 
BESTEST LATTE ART 
Edmonton needs all the help it can get 
in the war against shitty coffee cur- 
rently being waged on its streets—if I 
hear one more person walk into a java 
joint and order a “moolatté with cool 
whip,” I'm going to stick my hand ina 
burr grinder. Luckily, a smattering of 
independent cafés have risen up in 
response, and caffeine-snobs like me 
can get their fix—if they're willing to 
look for it. My current favourite is the 
Three Bananas Café, located right on 
Churchill Square. If you order one of 
their lattés or cappuccinos, you'll 
instead receive a thing of beauty, con- 
structed out of foam and milk and 
espresso. Plus, they use fair-trade cof- 
fee that is actually delicious (sadly, still 
a rarity here). (0K) 


BESTEST PUBLIC ART 

Part of Make it Not Suck on Jasper 
Ave and 108th is a mural of Howie 
Mandel and our Mayor Steven Mandel 
in their boxer shorts amorously 


screaming “Deal! Deal! Deal!” | may 
not , but 1 know what I like. 
(BBY 


BESTEST PLACE IN TOWN FOR A CHEAP: 
DRUG- AND ALCOHOL-FREE ATTACK ON 
THE SENSES 

On a stifling summer night, go down 
to the legislature grounds and gaze 
into any of the light-polluting sodium 
lamps. Stare down that sucker until 
you're pretty sure you've exhausted 
the receptors in your retinas—sorta 
like snow blindness—and bingo! Jump 
into the wading pool and splash 
around as needed. The cool of the 
water shocking you in the heat, mixed 
with your washed-out vision makes 
for some interesting sensory cross- 


talk. Spin around a bit and goof-up 
your inner ear too! (AK) 


BESTEST COMIC SHOP 

The shelves at Happy Harbor at Man- 
ning Crossing bear pretty much the 
nerd-store standard stock of comics, 
manga geek-books and vinyl 
tchotchkes, but Happy Harbor com- 
petes on atmosphere. | was in there 
killing time while I waited for my ride 
after a wisdom-tooth extraction, and 
the staff were all "Have a seat!”, 
directing me to a couple of comfy 
chairs, encouraging me to sit and 
read. A refreshing reversal of the 
police-state customer-is-the-enemy 
approach of some other shops. (DZ) 


BESTEST PLACE TO GO WINDOW-SHOP- 
PING FOR HOUSES 


North of 102nd Avenue around 128th 
Street are some of the oldest, grandest 
and most spectacular houses in 
Edmonton. Even the new houses going 
up manage to retain some of the 
splendor and architectural inspiration 
of Edmonton’s heyday. The trees are 
huge, and it’s not surprising to come 
across the odd three-car garage 
around here, along with vaulted roofs, 
mansion-style spreads and intricate 
brickwork in every way a house can be 
big. Sure, it might make your 600- 
square foot condo seem inadequate, 
but it’s a great place to go walking. (/S) 


BESTEST BUSINESS SIGN 

There’s a sign to the northeast of Fort 
Saskatchewan at the junction of High- 
way 15 Highway 29 that reads “Inspi- 
rational Taxidermy Services.” If 
they're stuffing monks there, I’ve got 
to get myself one for the rec room. I'm 
a little worried about going out there, 
though, because it’s down a road 
marked "No Exit” and that’s never a 
good sign when taxidermists are 
involved. (EM) 


BESTEST WAY 10 TELL YOUR PARTNER 
we A PHOTO RADAR SPEEDING 


Circle this and leave it out for your 
sweetie to see. (SK) 


BESTEST VIEW OF DOWNTOWN FROM 
THE SOUTHSIDE 


The Duggan Bridge, on Saskatchewan 
Drive near 107th Street, offers a post- 


BESTEST PLACE TO TEST YOUR 
SENSE OF BALANCE 

For five bucks the staff at the Argyli 
Velodrome will put you on a track 
bike and send you spinning round 
the track at lightning speed. Essen- 
tially a big oval cement pad set at a 
thirty-three degree slope, it takes 
skill to maneuver on its seven- 
meter wide track. Balance, 
endurance and nerves are all test- 
ed as you realize these two wheels 
come with only one gear and no 
brakes. (EJ) 
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BESTEST PLACE TO STRUT YOUR SLUTTIEST SELF 


If you need to lie down to zip up your skinniest skinny 


jeans with a coat hanger and like to count 


the change in your sweetie’s pocket with just a quick glance, then put on your tightest/shortest 


shirt and get yourself down to Capita 


skanky hormones just ooze out of bared midriffs and muscle shirts. (CN) 


card look at Edmonton's core, framed 
by the Legislature to the west, T elus 
Field to the east, treetops below 
swarming into the river valley, and 
that sprawling Alberta sky above. (BG) 


BESTEST PLACE IN TOWN TO READ LIKE 
YOU'RE AT THE BEACH 


Until | win the 6/49 megamillions 


BESTEST OF EDMONTON 


and build a beach and wave pool 
right in town, I'll settle for any 
bench on 100th Avenue overlooking 
Victoria Park Road. And with the 
right set of ears, the combination of 
cars whizzing by and the over- 
grown grass along the hill rustling 


in the wind sounds very much like | 


waves crashing along a vast shore- 
line. Complete the illusion by 
bringing a battery-powered misting 
fan to simulate sea spray, maybe an 
iPod loaded up with sea bird calls 
and an Jan Rankin potboiler for a 
fun read. (AK) 


BESTEST VIEW OF SASKATCHEWAN 1've 
always said that Edmonton is proba- 
bly the only large city where you can 
see downtown from the west end— 
this part of Alberta’s geography is that 
flat. In fact, there’s a spot on the 
northeast side of the city where 
you've got a practically unrestricted 
view of Saskatchewan. 

Overlooking 50th Street just north of 
144th Avenue is an open field. When- 
ever I am there, I find my gaze drift- 
ing off to the distant horizon. Past 
the refineries. Past Sherwood Park. 
Past that giant egg. | can practically 
count the spots on cows grazing in 
the fields of that other flat, flat 


| Ex. Like Klondike Days before it, the Ex is a place where 


province. Forget the view of towering 
mountain peaks to the west. I prefer 
looking east. (TM) 


BESTEST EXAMPLE OF EDMONTON 
BUREAUCRACY 


Getting rid of all of the city’s bike 
racks in the middle of Bike Month. | 
hope they don’t arrest the drug deal- 
ers just before Folk Fest. (BB) 


BESTEST CEMETERY 

As one of Edmonton’s only true natu- 
ral hills (as opposed to mere slopes), 
of course Mount Pleasant would be 
used as a burial ground. “Cemetery 
Hill” makes for a nice stroll, reading 
the lives and currents of the city and 
its people in some of our oldest 
grave-makers. Scavenger hunt: can 
you find the monument to a rockin’ 
guy, etched with a fittingly rockin’ 
Gibson Flying V guitar? (BG) 


BESTEST (OTHER) PARK 

Let's face it—Hawrelak park is the 
Britney Spears of Edmonton’s suntan 
set. Between the swaths of summer 
sporting and the procession of pimp- 
mobiles, it’s no place to get away and, 
say, fill in a farmer’s tan. And you 
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FOR SPRING & SUMMER 2007 INTELLIGENT CLOTHING FOR MEN is 
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can’t even go into the water. 

Not far away (by car or bike or even 
long summer walk standards) is Paul 
Kane Park, just north of Jasper 
Avenue on 122nd Street. Small, but 
secluded and quiet, Paul Kane has 
enough space to tan or casually throw 
a Frisbee, a wading pool you can cool 
off in and even a playground for the 
kids. It’s a perfect summer hang-out 
alternative. (JS) 


BESTEST SCHOOL FIELDS 

They call it “Mount Pleasant Park,” 
between 105 and 106 at 60A Avenue, 
but I say teeny-weeny Mount Pleasant 
School has any kid’s (especially a 


BESTEST PAVEMENT 


A few years ago the City re-did the 
sidewalks between 72nd and 75th 
Avenues and 91st to 95th Street ina 
creamy surface with a curve at the 
curb. This means smooth sailing for all 
you inline skaters out there; you could 
jump from the street to the sidewalk 
over a soft patch of grass and the trees 
are nice to blade under in any season 
just as the houses are old-school and 
well-kept. There's the river valley right 
there too, with a bike and blading path 
that runs past Mill Creek. And for 
those of you wanting a challenge, the 
completely unrepaired 99th Street isn’t 


hopeful young Beckham-bender) 
dream for school fields. Three soccer 
fields and plenty more grass around 
it, splashed out in rolling greenery on 
all sides, stretching for blocks... it’s as 
if a city planner finally said, “Hey, 
there's lots of grass around—let’s 
leave it and tuck the brick and con- 
crete into a little school off on the cor- 
ner.” (BG) 


BESTEST THING ABOUT THIS SUMMER 


Not having all of my money spent on 
beer, t-shirts, car flags, other intoxi- 
cants, pizza, outrageously priced tick- 
ets and other things that went along 
with last year’s Stanley Cup run and 
left me penniless by early June. Look, 
I love hockey as much as the next 


far off. (US) 


guy, but I just couldn't have survived 
not eating for two summers in a row. 
And the lack of high fiving has left my 
skin baby soft. (BB) 


BESTEST VIDEO ARCADE 
None. There aren’t any in this town 
anymore, and theatre lobbies don't 
count. Depressing. (DZ) 


BESTEST CAR WASH POSTER 


A vintage carwash ad trumpeting “the 
best handjob in town” found hanging 
at a modern wash in the city recalls 
the time when the term simply meant 
washing vehicles by hand. Those not 
familiar with the more modern mean- 
ing can type the term in an Internet 
search engine. Putting in “hand job 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 


People interested to work as 
Stage and film technicians. 


Experience an asset. Good wages. 
Visit our website at... 


iatse210.com or call 780 423-1863 
... to ask how you can become a permittee 
in this exciting and expanding industry! 
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BESTEST MYSTERY MURAL 
Wondering what a faded, oversized mural is doing on an old apartment, on 
107th Avenue 110th Street, is only the first question. Why is a mountain scene 
depicted if the apartment is called the “Plainsman?” Did the man’s carried 
weaponry discourage anyone from making any jokes about his purse? Building 
manager Barb Workman believes the Plainsman was once an old motel, with 
the mural related to the business name. An employee with the apartment's 
managing company, who didn’t want to be named, did not know anything 
about the building's age or origins, or why the mural was put up. She agreed 
with Workman that the mural serves as a giant identifier, especially for people 
looking for the building. “People have said that it’s unique, and that it’s not 


oi SE ks ee 
= at parkpla munities.com, — 
Pe gh 
often that you see that,” she said. (MS) , hes. 


NOW SELLING SOUTH HAMPTONS & TERWILLEGAR TERRACE 

carwash” gives you a mix of porn and _ there will be a lively event such as the 

) other pics, compiled on post-your- Street Performers’ Festival or the 

} photo websites, of carwash commer-__ Works or the Jazz Festival. Head to 

, cial signs that were, uh, erected in Canada Place (do they still call it 

another era. On another site, the pho- _ that?) and across to the Convention 

tographed poster is seen put on dirty- Centre (what's it called now?). Take 

joke T-shirts for sale, modeled by __ the escalator down to the lower level, 

blondes and brunettes wearing little _ all the while admiring the beautiful 

else. (MS) view of the river valley. Walk east 
about a half kilometre to the foot- 

BESTEST QUICK WALKING TOUR OF — bridge that leads to Muttart Conserva- 

EDMONTON (NORTH OF THE R FOR tory (I think that’s what it’s still 

SOMEBODY WHO LOVES TO WALK called), You can take a quick look into 

This is quick, but bear in mind that my _ all four pavilions, but why bother? 

young out-of-town guest and! share —_ Head back to the bus depot and apol- 


Park Place 


eer et eee ne eee 
www.parkplacecommunities.com 


PARK PLACE COMMUNITIES is meeting Edmonton's high demand for new homes in o unique, responsible way: by creating 
attractive, well-built, affordable, four-storey condo buildings in popular neighbourhoods throughout the city. The moment 
you enter one of their show suites or sales centres you'll discover that they also have the friendliest, most helpful, well- 
informed staff in the business. A big part of the excitement for would-be homeowners is keeping up-to-date with new Park 
Place developments in order to pick the locotion they want and reserve their first choice. Don't miss out! 


the family genes for walking fast. We —_ogize profusely for not taking him to Hamptons S South Terwillegar 
parked at the bus depot one sunny see Wayne Gretzky’s statue at (oh, 199 Street - 53 Avenue 7323 South Terwillegar Dr 
summer morning around 10:30 and _ isn’t it called Rexall Place which... I AMANDA MADILL 915-4178 REBECCA EFFA 232-5295 
were back in time for him to take the _know this one... used to be called the Mon - Thurs 2-7 a Mon - Thurs 2:7 


Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


Cie 
° Surf the Net © Watch a Movie * Wash The Car * Bake "i é 
Cookies * Take a Walk * Be a Couch Potato ¢ Eat Pizza s 
How many of these things did YOU do this week? 


someone’s world. Share these same activities and just a few, 
aie a week ith M4 bag or aidip need of a friend and ile model. 


Big Brothers Big Sisters » 424-8181 - bbbsedmonton.org 


12:30 Greyhound to Jasper. Start with Coliseum, right?). (SK) Weekends / Holidays 12.5 


a walk through City Hall. Go through 
Churchill Square—if you're lucky, CONTINUES ON EXT PAGE 
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BESTEST WAY TO EXPLAIN TO OUT OF 
YOU DON'T KNOW 


TOWN GUESTS WHY 

THE NAMES OF ALL THE PLACES YOU 
TAKE THEM TO SEE IN EDMONTON 

Tell them you live in the burbs so you 
don’t know all the details about why 
Northlands Coliseum is now Rexall 
Place but used to be called something 
else as well. The Convention Centre 
now has another name (but ! don’t 
know what it is), and there are four 
different names for what was once 
called Highway 2, and Galaxyland 
was once called Fantasyland but Dis- 
neyland didn’t like that so West Ed 
Mall had to change the name or 
they'd be sued. There’s no good way 
of explaining the reasons for every 
name change, but if you can rattle off 
at least a few of the names or rea- 
sons, your guests will get the idea. 


(SK) 


BESTEST TOURIST TRAP 

Man, forget WEM. Let your out-of- 
town vistors deal with that hellhole 
on their own, if they must. When the 
weather's good—or even if it’s a bit 
shitty—Fort Edmonton Park, one of 
the world’s greatest “living museums,” 
is the most impressive attraction in 
town. Make sure you get a schedule 
of the many daily events, so you don't 
miss something cool (or some free 
food). (DZ) 


BESTEST DAYTRIP 

Fear not, city driver—your Honda 
Civic can handle the gravel roads. On 
Highway 62 south of Drayton Valley, 
turn south on Range Road 81 and fol- 
low it to the end down the hill. Then a 
small walk puts you in the most 
accessible piece of Crown land east of 
Jasper. It’s an old gravel pit, but it’s 
along a stretch of the North 
Saskatchewan River and behind that 
the ground’s sandy enough to pitch a 
tent. There's an ATV path that follows 


| wt. 

| BESTEST SEASONAL USE OF STUDENTS’ TUITION MONEY 

| The University of Alberta has added more water gardens to the campus this 
year, slipping some much-needed oases of nature (and midday lunch spots) 


| (BG) 


amid all the parking lots, ‘60s concrete buildings and construction on campus. 


KIDS OF ALL AGES, 
SHAPES AND SIZES 
LOVE THE “OFFICIAL" 


HARDLY COSTS YOU A THING!’ 


JUST YOUR TIME ¢ MONEY 


Be nia “onion 
toes ieee 

worst 8 nares 

sos Our 3 Soe 


Bag eh fo ME 


sing! 
when 


' 
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’ 
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BESTEST STRETCH 
OF SINGLE-TRACK CYCLING 


| know that some folks will disagree because there 
is plenty of it in the River Valley, but just east of 
Riverdale and west of Epcor’s Rossdale Water 
Treatment Plant, there’s this hair-raising stretch of 


le-track that clings to the side of a hill. And 
it's all grown in, all you can do is pedal and 
hope for the best. (CN) 
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the river, perfect for hiking as well, 
There’s no better place to bask in the 
wonderful lull of unspoiled land, far 
away from everything. (JS) 


TEST DRIVE AROUND METRO 
FIMONTON 


The best local drive is more an atmos- 
pheric and anticipatory jaunt to lake 
country—namely Wabamun. The 15- 
to 20-minute, high-speed, radical 
torque escapade via Escalade is the 
perfect cure for what ails you. Grant- 
ed, the drive is nothing special, but 
that feeling of escape from your shit 
job and nagging commitments is so 
powerful it makes you forget that 
you're but a frantic cell phone call 
away from some snafu down at the 
office. And of course this closeness 
works to your advantage coming 
home; instead of four hours towing a 
speedboat, you have the same 20- 
minute burn back into town. (AK) 


ESTEST INVASIVE SPECIES NOT FOUND 
i EDMONTON 


Ever see any black squirrels around 
Edmonton? No? That's because you're 
not supposed to, It’s an Eastern Cana- 
dian species—there are loads of them 
out there, but none here. Well, except 
in Calgary, where a few of them have 
escaped from the zoo and started 
pushing the smaller red squirrels out 
of their natural habitat—running them 
out of town Old West-style, essential- 
ly. That's not too far away from the 
beginnings of Planet of the Apes—the 
orangutans started picking on the 
chimps and then all hell broke lose. 
I'll just say that I'm sure happy that it’s 
happening in Calgary. We'll see how 
those Flames do next year when 
they've got black squirrels clawing at 
their eyeballs. (EM) 


BESTEST HIKE IN EDMONTON 

Until we start developing our landfills 
to the point where we can enjoy 
world class downhill skiing and uphill 
hiking/climbing, we'll have to settle 


— 


BESTEST PLACE TO CONTEMPLATE THE COST OF WAR 


Corporal Ainsworth Dyer was killed by “friendly fire” in April 2002 in 
Afghanistan along with comrades Sergeant Marc Léger, Private Richard Green 
and Private Nathan Lloyd Smith. Eight other Canadian soldiers with the PPCLI 
Were injured in the incident. The Ainsworth Dyer Memorial Bridge crosses the 
North Saskatchewan River connecting Goldbar Park to Rundle Park, and 
serves as a reminder to those lives lost in war-torn Afghanistan. The scene of 
his wedding proposal to fiancée Jocelyn’ Van Sloten, the bridge was renamed 
in his honor in 2003 and remains a place for reflection. (E)) 


for our environs. This “bestest” 
requires a little absent-mindedness on 
your part, initially, but when you final- 
ly get it, you have a work-out as good 
. as any touristy trek in Jasper or Banff. 
Basically, you have to get fed up with 
the slow elevator service in, say, the 
Allstream tower downtown. You 
decide to take the stairs, forgetting 
that every door, on every floor, is 
locked in an effort to curb hooligan- 
ism, rape and smoking in the stair- 
wells. Bingo! You have your hike to 
the twentieth floor and back. (AK) 


BESTEST PLACE TO SEE LOCAL BANDS 


Despite enjoying a bumper crop of 
awesome bands in recent years, 
Edmonton's music scene has suffered 
of late due to a lack of venues for 
upcoming bands to strut their stuff. 
Calgary, on the other hand, has oodles 
of awesome venues and an audience 
receptive to Edmonton’s rnany tal- 
ents. And, if you do make a roadtrip 
down south to catch your favourite 
band, you can also enjoy the Calgary 
zoo while you're down there! Who 
doesn’t love their hippopotamus 
exhibit? Isn't it time we put petty 
rivalries aside? (JK) 


BESTEST ACOUSTICS 

This a trick category, because you 
think it’s got to be a local venue with 
many watts of power and baffles and 
insulation in the walls and such, but 
you'd be wrong and you'd come off 
sounding like a nerd and/or self-fla- 
gellator trying to refute it. Another 
clear answer might seem to be the 
river valley, with its lush, verdant 
channels, but you'd be wrong there 
too. But the best acoustics in town are 
actually downtown in the avenues 
between 99th and Jasper Avenues and 
the streets between 116th and 110th 
Streets. These corridors lend them- 
selves to reverberation with very little 
feedback. I suggest a low-key concert 
with Diana Krall or maybe Amon 


A 
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BESTEST DISSOCIATING VISTA 


There are many places to see the contrast of Edmonton's natural beauty, idyllic river valley and tight-knit comm 


unity feel | 


with the industrial ugliness and belching smokestacks of Refinery Row. Watch from the Highlands, Beverley and Rundle | 
Heights neighbourhoods, and imagine how blue-collar Edmonton viewed the big behemoth across the river in the 1950s. | 
Sit in the publicly funded Rundle and Capilano parks, and ponder how petro-dollar tax revenue from the industrial park 
right next door improves Alberta’s quality of life. Hang out in the Abbotsfield Mall parking lot at night and observe the 
chemical Christmas trees glow in the distance. Gaze towards Edmonton's city skyline behind the refineries from Sherwood 
Park, and you'll feel like you're in a suburban mock-coziness scene Tight out of Simpsons (with the petro complex replac- 
ing the nuclear power plant). But the best contrasts can be seen where the old industrial complex rubs right up against 
neighbourhoods like Gold Bar and Ottewell, where the smokestacks can be seen sticking out on a park's horizon. (MS) | 


Tobin for all the lucky condo-denizens 
in that neck of the woods. (AK) 


BESTEST ROAD 

The stretch of 76th Avenue between 
86th and 95th streets will be open 
again in a couple of weeks, but right 
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now this stretch, closed for construc- 
tion of a retaining wall, makes for a 
peaceful, eerie stroll as it swoops into 
the trees to cross Mill Creek. Pretend 
it’s after the Gasoline Crash, and the 
traffic barricades are post-apocalyptic 
militia checkpoints! (DZ) 


BESTEST INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY - 
Start printing those “Lord Give me 
Another Oil Boom... I Promise | Won't 
Piss it Away this Time” bumper stick- 
ers and sit back and wait. (BB) 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 26 
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ny compilation of Edmonton 
Amenenes would be 

woefully incomplete if it did- 
n’t acknowledge all the fun to be © 
had in our city’s sunny, green, un-air 
conditioned spaces. As such, this 
year we've enlisted the writers of 
Vue's Great Outdoors section to add 
their two bits to our annual Bestest 
issue. So put down that paper and 
get out there! (well, uh, after you 
read this; ofi€ourse...) 
Contributers: Bobbi Barbarich 
(BB), Jeremy Derkson (JD), Cayley 
Leighton (CL), Sheena Rossiter (SR), 
Christie Schultz (CS) 


CRAZIEST RIVER VALLEY BIKE TRAIL. 


Littered with narrow, steep, single- 
track descents and unforgiving 
obstacles (like roots, trees and 
drop-offs), the “Ewok Village” just 
below McNally High School is the 
most technical riding I’ve found in 
several years of biking both the 
north and south banks between the 
Valley Zoo and Goldbar. Dense 
foliage shades the trails and plays 
tricks with the light. Potholes and 
tight turns jump out at you from all 
sides. More advanced riders may 
have their own sweet spots, but for 
the moderate rider the interlacing 
paths and steep spines traversing 
this tree-covered hill are as techni- 
cal as it gets. ()D) 


Bestest of Edmonton: Great Outdoors « edition! 


BESTEST DRESSED RUNNERS IN TOWN 
Edmonton's Hash House Harriers 
(www.eh3.org) call themselves a 
drinking club with a running prob- 
lem, but their fetish for wearing red 
dresses while running is what 
attracts the most attention. Over 200 
men and women in red finery usual- 
ly partake in the annual Red Dress 
Run. Their excuse is that they wear 
the dresses to raise funds for chan- 
table.causes (this year’s beneficiary 
was Bosco Homes) but Vue suspects 
that they just enjoy the feeling of 
their frocks blowing in the breeze as 
they run. (JD) 


BESTEST WAY TO MAKE YOURSELF 
PUKE WHILE RUNNING 

Edmonton boasts the biggest urban 
green space in North America. But 
If you're bored of biking and 
pounding the pavement’s getting 
old, why not bust your ass up the 
bestest stairs? Over 100 wood and 
gravel staircases throughout the 
valley await your masochistic 
pleasure. Try this route: warm up 
with two sets of shallow staircases 
totalling 172 m near 71st Street and 
Ada Boulevard. Continue down the 
paved path to 78th Street and 112th 
Avenue. It’s a laborious 118 m trip 
up the third longest staircase in the 
river valley, but there’s a beautiful 
view of downtown at the top. 


BESTEST WAY 10 GO CANOEING 
WITHOUT A CANOE 

Even when you have your very own 
perfect red canoe, river trips still 
involve the somewhat annoying 
business of shuttling yourself, your 
canoe and your vehicle. And what's 
a girl to do if she wants to share her 
love of paddling with those who 
don't have their own? Renting from 
local shops is great for longer trips, 
but for the half-day trip from Devon 
to Edmonton, Canoeheads 
(www.canoeheads.com) makes it 
easy. They bring the canoes, life- 
jackets and the van for shuttling 
people to the start point. And after a 
day on the water, you arrive at your 
vehicle and they take the canoes 
away! If you just need shuttle serv- 
ice for you and your canoe, they 
offer that too. (CS) 


bowhunting for wild boar. Just imag- 
ine stalking through the wilds of 
Northern Alberta with your bow, 
tracking a wild, tusked beast. It’s 
hard not to conjure up fantasies of 
Lord of the Flies, but you probably 


too nauseated to care. (BB) 


CRAZIEST HUNTING EXPERIENCE 

Fished the North Saskatchewan? 
Stalked wild deer? Even the games- 
man who's done it all probably has- 
on the west side of 92nd Street at n't done this. Based out of have to pay extra to roast your catch 
Rowland Road and Jasper Avenue.I Mayerthorpe, Hog Wild Specialties ona spit and dance around it half 


tried to count the stairs but was far © (www-hogwild.ab.ca) offers guided _ naked. Here Piggy, Piggy. ()D) 


Recover with a quick jaunt through 
Dawson Park to the second longest 
staircase (131 metres) at 87th street 
and Rowland Road. Finish yourself 
off with the longest staircase in the 
city, a heart palpitating 151 metres, 


it’s easy to come to the Yukon now 
for three days or three weeks: 
visit 
www. flyairnorth. com 
for flight information or let us 
send you information on driving 
the Alaska Highway. 


Coll or write the 
Tourism Coordinafior 
> > , City of Whitehorse, 

VL bp Sth LAA Lhesf / 2121 2nd Ave, 
YEU UY 4 Whitehorse, Yukion 
YIA 2¢2 
(867)668-8687 
or Fax (867)668-8384 
now, for your FREE Vacation 
Package indudin g your 
2007 CD-ROM. 


|, f/f) / 
{ft AY LAS ff YAS 


Or visit us on our extensive 
websites... 


www.tourwhitehorseom_ 


www.visitwhitehorse.com 
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; wit aiteam(f te, cyclitig 160 
‘elometres from Leduc to Camrose 
back seemed impossible for an 
-kilometre-a-day commuter like 

= But “hill training is essential!” 
ining guru proclaimed to us. 
sO once a week we met to ride 
end down the hills near Gallagher 
Park and 98th Avenue. The first 
week, our assignment was six of the 
first and one of the other. After the 
first ride up the Gallagher Park hill, 1 
ad to quit. After the second ride 

up, 1 fell off my bike and landed on 
my elbow, but I just kept going. (I 
have a great scar now to mark the 
occasion.) By the tenth week, we 
were up to ten times up the Gal- 
lagher Park hill and four times up 
98th Avenue. As much as it seemed 
crazy to just go up and down and up 
and down, we felt pretty cool 
because alongside us were real Iron- 
man-type athletes, doing the same 
kind of hill training we were doing! 
They frequently passed us, but that 
didn’t diminish the accomplishment. 
Besides, as a reward, the hills we 
tackled on the MS Bike Tour seemed 
puny—or at least less crazy—by 


comparison. (CS) 
BESTEST DRINKING GAME WITH A 
SP PROBL 


Born in an American frat house as 
early as the 1950s, Beer Pong has 
managed to cross the northern bor- 
der and is now becoming a popular 


isTONICA 


image * beauty ~ hair 


“Vy mAh A LALLA LS ALS PATER EEE te 8 me 


mainstay at Edmonton house par- 
ties. Combining the delicate art of 
ping-pong with the delicate art of 
binge-drinking, this “sport” involves 
two players (each positioned at 
opposing ends of a rectangular 
table) competing to be the last man 
standing—literally. Each player takes 
a turn attempting to toss a ping- 
pong ball in one of the other's half- 
full cups of beer. If the pitcher is 
successful, the defender must drink. 
The champ is determined by the 
most cups left at the end of the 
game, and, well, I'm sure the loser 
will be feeling a lot of something, if 


not a sense of lost pride, by the end | 


of the game. (SR) 


as) SPORT i REKINDLING 
CHILDHOOD (OR GOOFING OFF AT 


Heelys are not cool. They’re an 
amusement aimed at kids, like candy 
and video games. On the other hand, 
I like candy and video games. And 
Heelys. “The shoe with a wheel in 
the heel,” Heelys are fun, speedy, 
and versatile. With a little imagina- 
tion and perhaps the optional grind 
plates, a wide range of interesting 
tricks become possible. For me, the 
appeal is stealth: they aren’t an obvi- 
ous statement of eccentricity, like 
wearing a pot leaf t-shirt or growing 
out massive dreadlocks. You can 
enjoy Heelys and the benefits of 
responsible citizenry. Inasmuch as 
they encourage exercise, Heelys are 
healthy. Until you wipe out in them, 


of course, fracturing your arm or 
head. I have a gigantic scar which is 
the reminder of the time that Heelys 
taught me exactly what the inside of 
your kneecap looks like (it’s mostly 
red, with flashes of white). The 
Canadian Safety Council has recom- 
mended a ban on “heeling” in all 
public buildings, like schools and 
malls. They are number one on the 
toysa.ety.org list of worst toys, so 
they are horribly dangerous and bad 
for you. Hmmm... maybe they're 
cool after all. 


BESTEST WAY TO NAMASTE 

Fitness trainer Jesse Lipscombe and 
Angela Zawada have organized a 
gigantic yoga session scheduled for 
Sep 9 in Hawrelak Park. The number 
of attendees may break the record 
for world’s largest outdoor yoga 
class, but that’s not the only reason 
this event is a bestest this summer. 
The organizers want to bring more 
health and fitness options to the city, 
and more importantly get a tonne of 
people together to share in the posi- 
tive energy that will pretty much be 
flowing through the water supply. 
Yogi or not, all abilities are wel- 
come. The event will have music, 
food, and plenty of those lovely-to- 
look-at athletic physiques that are 
so often congruent with yoga class. 
Take the day to get yourself into the 
record books and get in touch with 
your inner self or whatever it is 
you're supposed to focus on in yoga 
class ... Stay limber! (CL) 
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BESTEST ROLL ON A LONGROARD 


It’s a tie—Ribbon of Steel and Saskatchewan Drive. And by “roll” 1 don't 
mean skeleton luge or hairpin turns, but a nice, long easy cruise with hard- 
ly any need to push. The Ribbon of Steel follows the green space from 
104th Avenue (behind Save-On) to Constable Ezio Faraone Park, dipping 
down at the end towards a blind corner at 98th Avenue (keep your eyes 
open out there). Once you're on the bike trail travelling east on 
Saskatchewan Drive, there’s no need to push—just surf the path and enjoy 
the view. The push across the High Level Bridge isn’t bad either if you want 
to combine the two. (JD) 
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1) Umbrella 
Rihanna 


2) Paralyzer 
Finger Eleven 


3) Buy You A Drank (shawty snappin) 
T-Pain 

4) Crazy B*tch 

Buckcherry 

5) Don't Matter 

Akon 


6) This Is Why I’m Hot (chons) 
MIMS 


7) Super Mario Bros. 
Super Mario Bros. 


8) Girlfriend 
Avril Lavigne 


9) Smack That teat Eminem 
Akon 


10) Glamorous 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


see vi MCAL BROILER 
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ADULT SUPERSTORE 
SES ee 


ings Christian Marketplace &3 


BESTEST MISPLACED BUSINESS NEIGHBOURS 


Walk into one business, and you'll see children’s bibles and a 100 Huntley Club book series. Walk into the store next 
door, and you'll see titles like Suck It Dry 2 and MILF Meat. Such has been the contrast in the nearly three years since the 
Blessings Christian Marketplace moved in beside an Adult Superstore outlet in a 50th Street strip mall, near the Yellow- 
head Trail. Porn shop manager James Janis says all of his customers are surprised and make some kind of comment 
about the stores being side by side. “Everyone seems to think there's some kind of war going on, but they leave us alone, 
and we leave them alone,” he said of his religious co-strip-mall tenant. "It’s quite peaceful. Actually, it's quite boring.” His 
store has been there for more than 15 years, while a bar and a golf shop have occupied the place next door in the past. 
Janis said some customers admit to going into both the porn and Christian stores, while a Marketplace employee speci- 
fied that some come into her store to conceal what they've rented or bought next door before going back outdoors. The 
worker, who didn’t want to be identified, has also heard surprise comments about the unlikely neighbours, and has seen 
people taking pictures in the parking lot out front. While there’s no inter-store holy or cultural war, she also hears wishes 
from her customers that those getting porn could “change their life around” and get Jesus instead. “They say ‘we hope to 
get some of them on the right side,” the worker said. (MS) 


Kevin Taft and the MLAs 
of the Alberta Liberal Caucus 
would like to extend 
their best wishes to Albertans, 
their family and friends. 
May you enjoy all that 
summer has to offer! 


KEVIN TAFT 
Leader, Alberta Liberal Caucus 
MLA for Edmonton-Riverview 


BHARAT AGNIHOTRI, MLA 
Edmonton-Ellerstie 
780-414-2000 


LAURIE BLAKEMAN, MLA 
Edmonton-Centre 
780-414-0743 


BILL BONKO, MLA 
Edmonton-Decore 
780-414-1328 


HARRY CHASE, MLA 
Calgary-Varsity 
403-216-5436 


MO ELSALHY, MLA 
Edmonton-McClung 
780-408-1860 


JACK FLAHERTY, MLA 
St. Albert 
780-459-9113 


BRIDGET A. PASTOOR, MLA 


WESLYN MATHER, MLA 


Edmonton-Mill Woods 
780-414-1000 


BRUCE MILLER, MLA 
Edmonton-Glenora 
780-455-7979 


RICK MILLER, MLA 
Edmonton-Rutherford 
780-414-1311 


Lethbridge-East 
403-320-1011 


DAVID SWANN, MLA 
Calgary-Mountain View _ 
403-216-5445 


DAVE TAYLOR, MLA 
Calgary-Currie 
403-403-246-4794 


Contact the Alberta Liberal Caucus: 
#201 Legislature Annex, 9718 - 107 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1E4 


BESTEST PAVEMENT IN EDMONTON 
AND WHAT ih REALLY SHOULDN'T DO 


Being a flat, unprepossessing spot on 
the map, we have to make our fun. 
Why not combine new stretches of 
road with the fun and X Games cred 
of road luge? This is actually a crazy 
variant of something my crew used to 
enjoy in the winter months. Basically, 
you tow a street luge behind a pony 
car from the Highway 2 turn-off to the 
Terwilliger drive turn-off. The road is 
smooth, wide and designed for speed. 
Why not film the damn thing for the 
ESPN 2? It’s as good as Finnish rein- 
deer mushing. We should embrace 
our glut of macadam, eh? (AK) 


BESTEST PLACE TO MEET HOT SINGLE 
DOG LOVERS 


Beg, borrow or steal (okay, don't 
steal) a friend’s best friend and head 
down to Jackie Parker off-leash area 
any night of the week. As your canine 
companion leads you from hot guy to 
hot guy, you can subtly check out 
their obedience training. Remember: 
you can tell a lot about a man by the 
size of his dog. (E)) 


BESTEST THING T0 DO AT A BAR 

Did you know bars are offering Guitar 
Hero II nights now? And to think that 
when I got so drunk that I passed out 
while I was playing it, my girlfriend 
called it “sad.” (BB) é 


Back (L to R): Bharat Agnihotri, Bill Bonko, Hugh MacDonald. David Swann. 
| Maurice Tougas, Harry Chase, Jack Flaherty 
Front (L to R): Rick Miller. Bruce Miller, Bridget A. Pastoor, Dave Taylor, 
Kevin Taft (Leader). Laurie Blakeman, Mo Elsalhy, Weslyn Mather 


HUGH MACDONALD, MLA 
Edmonten-Goid Bar 
780-414-1015 


VIEEKIY 


MAURICE TOUGAS, MLA 
Edmonton-Meadowlark 
780-414-0711 
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BESTEST OLD-SCHOOL LOUNGE 
Ah, Teddy's. With its wood paneling, 
pookselves, stained glass and over- 
stuffed upholstery, all of it in a state of 
genteel decay, this Jasper Avenue 
landmark is a throwback to a bygone 
age of steak-pub decoration, an 
atmosphere somehow enhanced by 
the glare of the banks of VLTs. Ripe 
for a renaissance. (DZ) 


BESTEST ALTERNATIVE TO PEOPLE 
WATCHING 


This is sort of like people watching, 
put instead of intentionally directing 
the focus of your gaze, you direct the 
focus of your hearing. This is particu- 
larly useful in that you may hear 
words like “bouncy” or “bulge,” which 
lends credence to your own thoughts 
about the people you watch. You may 
have to sacrifice an afternoon, but it’s 
worth the wait—and it may surprise 
you to learn of this auditory perch: the 
gutspillingest place to listen in on a 
conversation is the cafeteria at the 
law courts, where you can hear all 
about how who stabbed whom, along 
with who the said stabber thinks is a 
little hottie. (AK) 


BESTEST PLACE FOR COUGAR WATCHING 
Caught in a rift of the space-time con- 
tinuum, Saturday nights at the Gallery 
Bar at the Mayfield Inn attract a danc- 
ing crowd of what could only be 
described as mature people of like- 
minded appetites. A frenzy of 1980s- 
inspired spa-tanners gyrates to the 
likes of Kung Fu Fighting and Funky- 
town. Comb-over burdened men with 
Herb Tarlek’s fashion sense skulk out- 
side the women’s restroom. Women 
circulate about, their leopard-skinned 
heels wobbling tentatively. Sagging 
breasts are supported with wire and 
tape, backcombed hair is blown out of 
normal proportion and cherry red lip- 
stick stains pouting mouths. This off- 
sale meat market is a blast from the 
not-so-distant past. (EJ) 


BESTEST PLACE FOR A GRAFFITI CON- 
VERSATION 


Graffiti is very much like television: 
i’s a one-way medium. But we're liv- 
ing in a new fandangled world with 
new fancy pants ideas like responding 
to some jerk off's graffiti manifesto, 
written on the wall of a coffee house's 
water closet with our full-house wit 
and artful penmanship. Curiously 
enough it’s a tie for the sexes between 
two different establishments. The 
men enjoy waxing idiotic-politico in 
the Sugarbowl’s lavatory, whereas the 
women enjoy slagging and tagging in 
the stalls of the Purple Onion. This is 
a curious sociological phenomenon 
worth checking out—I'm looking at 
you, grad students. (AK) 


BESTEST NEW DOUCHEBAG HOTSPOT 
Jasper Avenue between 108th and 
107th. You can’t walk to New City 
anymore without some bro con- 
fronting you with the paradoxical 
question, “You looking at my girl- 
friend, faggot?” (BB) 


BESTEST ‘LISTEN BIRD’ IN EDMONTON 

The Listen Bird is a hot topic of dis- 
cussion for nerds, prudes and aes- 
thetes in area bookshops, and why 


BESTEST PROOF A SUBURBAN HOME IS A MAN'S CASTLE 

It’s not every day that you see turrets, canons and a knight with sword and steel- 
plated armour in the suburbs, but that’s what can be found topping a house in 
the Lendrum Place neighbourhood. The out-standing castle was built by dentist 
Ken Wallace, who bought the home and took over the existing basement dental 
business in the 1960s. The underground office meant that when his two daugh- 
ters were bom, he feared they had no place to play, so he built the castle as a 
playroom on top of the garage over the summer of 1980. Wallace collected the 
stain glass, furniture, and medieval artifacts at antique shows, and did the 


woodwork. The inside features a fireplace to heat the castle, a spiral staircase to 
a balcony overlooking the giant main room, and an observation glass pyramid 
on the ceiling. Wallace ended his practice 15 years ago, putting some old dental 
equipment out on the lawn as another standout omament. When he moved to 
Arizona, he turned over the castle keys to his daughter Trish Clayton, whose 


see the unique structure, including a few tour buses. (MS) 


jserte play in the big playhouse today. She said a number of people drive by to 


not? This bird is ever-present. We 
might as weil award some kind of 
prize for the best looking one. My 
vote goes to a little one etched into an 
elm tree, about sixteen feet up on one 
of the sturdier boughs. The artist 
carves what looks like a cubist death- 
eagle from hell perched on a Dali- 
esque droopy clock; the speech 
bubble cackles “the end is nigh, ada.” 
Is it a commentary on decaying afflu- 
ence? Is it the absurd threat of a jilted 
lover? There are so many confound- 
ing interpretations that it giddies the 
mind, I’m not going to say where it is, 
though, because the journey is half 
the fun, (AK) 


fea PLACE FOR MEGA-GUERRILLA 


The Shaw Conference Centre is ask- 
ing for a big fat drawing to be planted 
on its sloping windows like a giant 
surprise kiss—a collaboration 
between storefront-painter James 
Grasdal and the Listen graffiti guy, 
maybe? I'm thinking a huge stencil of 
bandleader Artie Shaw, or maybe the 


bearded mug of George Bernard. And 
while all those mini-murals on Old 
Strathcona’s public utility boxes are 
nice, why not splash a mural on the 
side of the biggest utility box—the 
Epcor plant by the river. (BG) 


BESTEST ORGANIC MARKET 

Bulk potion ingredients, lower prices, 
a good restaurant, and at least 30 per 
cent less smugness make Roots 
Organic Market our choice over other, 
more suburbanish organic stores. 
(DZ) 


BESTEST TIMEWARP 

The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage east of town is a pride-fuelled re- 
creation that drops you squarely into 
the bygone heart of Ukrainian settle- 
ment in western Canada. The best 
part is when you sometimes catch the 
kerchiefed, in-character interpreters 
gossiping about their contemporary 
social lives without breaking pioneer 
kayfabe: “Anna, you havink veesitor 
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and Atlberta’s 
1-888-645-4155 www.sibertasiakeiacd.o 


July 26-28 


780-853-4108 or www.vermilionag.ca 


nd 730-656-3674 or www.smokylake,ca 


a 780-623-3252 or www. kikinorodeo.ca 


rr 
Aug 4-5 


www. ig a8 


‘Aug 16-19 


fad Bogs 
Aug 18-19 


1-877-623-9696 or www.classicwheels.org 


‘Aus 25-26 


a 780-656-2229 or www.metiscrossing.com 


‘Oct 6 


780-656-3674 or www.smokylake.ca 
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Goldeye Centre Retreat 
(ith Ken Strachan 
THIS BEAUTIFULLY SEC LUDED POT iS A WIDELY USED 
EDUCATIONAL AND CONFERENCE CENTRE. PERFECT FORA 
WEEKEND YOGA GETAWAY. WITH TIME FOR PERSONAL 
RELAXATION AND OUTDOOR EXPLORATION. 
SITUATED IN THE UPPER PINES ABOVE GOLDEYE LAKE. 180 
KMS FROM RED DEER ON THE DAV!D THOMPSON (#11) 
HIGHWAY 9 KMS WEST OF NORDEGG, ALBERTA. 


JULY 13TH — 16TH, 2007 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EITHER THE 
Ne) =3-4-) 010) =O) ood ad Od et) | 


VATA AY'A oD) (©) NRO). b (O1C7-C— 980] @) (OM Oe) 1) 
12039 — 127 street _ tel 451-8131 


BOOKSHOPPE 


book sale for summer 
is here! 

OM DRG DS of 

"hurts" available for only 
$5.99! 


Save up to 70% 


on current titles 8 as long as they last) 
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Greenwoods’ 


BESTEST FESTIVAL 
TO CLOG YOUR ARTERIES 


The Fringe Festival is so full of gut-busting food 
stands that lots of people don't even know there 
are plays to gorge on. From the little sugar- 
sprinkled bags of Mini Donuts to the deep-fried 
chocolate bars on sticks, there’s more than 
enough delicious lard to sate even the junkiest 


eater over nine days. (BG) 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


tonight?” “Oh, yes! Werry spayshel 
veesitor. He peek me up, take me to 
dance!” (DZ) 


BESTEST MONUMENT 

Alberta is big (har har) on “World's 
Largest” whatevers — eggs, baseball 
bats, lamps, ducks. But tucked away 
in the cooler of the Charles Smart on 
82 Avenue, just east of Mill Creek, is 
an often-overlooked marvel: the 
mighty, man-sized King of Donair. 
Stop by sometime and gaze through 
the little window at the world's largest 
log of spiced ground meat! (DZ) 


BESTEST PLACE IN TOWN TO WATCH A 
METEOR SHOWER 

The Perseids meteor shower is a 
comin’ just like it does every august 
when you can tilt your head skyward 


and gawk at the majesty of the uni- 
verse. The trouble is the city’s lights— 


since we're not close enough to North 
Korea, where city lights are turned out 
to save money, we have to settle for a 
short drive out to Lewis Estates. With- 
in two minutes of the western fringe 
of this suburb, you're in farm country. 
On a clear night, lie on your car's 
hood, grab a pop and maybe play a 
little Brian Eno on your car stereo. 
Magic. (AK) 


BESTEST PLACE T0 GO CAMPING IN A 
JIFFY 


Besides finding a hidden corner of the 
River Valley, a quick drive due east 
out of the city nestles you in the heart 
of buffalo country at Elk Island 
National Park. Sometimes all you 
need to save yourself from internal 
combustion is a night out in the trees 
around a campfire assembling sticky 
s’mores. (CN) 
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BESTEST GET-UP-AND-GO TRIP 
AROUND EDMONTON 

The giant sausage that the Town of 
Mundare, uh, erected, looks like a 
classic kubasa seen from the monu- 
ment's front and back, but viewed 
sideways from the gas station across 


the street it looks like... well, use your 
imagination. You are also left won- 
dering why the bottom of the big 
Ukrainian sausage has a heart on. 
The Mundare kubasa is part of a mon- 
ument series, reflecting northeast 
Alberta's heritage, that includes a 
giant pyrogy in Glendon, a huge 
pysanka (Ukrainian egg) in Vegreville, 
a big duck in Andrew, and some 
giant, ripe, round pumpkins in Smoky 
Lake. (MS) 


BESTEST EXCUSE FOR BEING LATE FOR 
EVERYTHING 


Devon? Where's that? People think it’s 
at the other end of the world, so when 


it’s how you order | 


your steak. 


FOOD & SPORTS 
A legendary combination. 


GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN! 


Hatt alee 

Featuring Nikolai the Magician, 4 ¥ 

ena 25% Off 
Ph: 439-2005 


The finale of the bestest and longest running 

release party is at Gre enwoods' | 

Friday July 20th 10 pan 

awesome actors, dangerous ? 

dancers and much more! 

Reserve your copy now! (Did you read the first book in 1997?) 
7925 - 104 Street 
gQGreenwoods.com 

books@greenwoods.com 
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‘Uncontrollable Habits? .- Thoughts? ,,,Sex Life? .-Drinking?. 


ESUS ; 


447-4357 


i 
Gives the POWER to Be in Control. 


UN, WORSHIP: 1 1am Sail WED.: 7pm FRIPRAYER MEETING:7pm 
GOSPEL OUTREACH COFFEE HOUSE EVERY SAT, 7PM 


BESTEST PLACE TO TALK TO JESUS ABOUT YOUR SEX LIFE 

Where's Borat when you need him? The wacky Kazakhstani pseudo-reporter 
would. be-rightin his element entering this Edmonton house of worship and 
asking “Can Mr Jesus help me make the sexy time?” The same billboard logo in 
front of the Stony Plain Road church is pasted on the side of its bus, suggesting 
a wider use of the slogan, but the ministry didn’t returm calls. However, based 
on recent advertising in a city daily, at least one other church in Edmonton is 


‘The Radisson Hotel & Conference Center Canmore invites you to explore 
wilderness wonderland right from our back door. Bike scenic trails, hike through 
breathtaking vistas or golf in some of the most beautiful backdrops in the world. 


using intrigue about sex to bring in the flocks. (MS) 


you tell them you had to drive for 
hours to get to the city and meet 
them, and that there was a traffic jam 
on the Whitemud, and that you had to 
stop and get cash because there are 
no banks in Devon, everybody for- 
gives you with a sympathetic conde- 
scending smile, as they wonder why 
you'd bother living here. The truth is 
it’s a only a 20 minute drive, depend- 
ing on who you talk to—some say 
that’s at 140 clicks, others claim 160 
to make it in that time. But at legal 
speeds, it’s really only 35 minutes to 
wherever the action is in the city, 40 if 
you stop at a bank (yes, there are 
banks in Devon) and if there are no 
traffic jams on the Whitemud. (SK) 


BESTEST PLACE T0 CORNER PREACH 

All the big cities have those slightly 
kooky, overly articulate, impassioned 
street speakers by the curb, pro- 


nouncing to the passersby. Think of 
London’s Hyde Park Corner, with 
someone raving on about the end- 
times or their morning revelation. 
The Anglo-phoney Winston Churchill 
Square is the perfect place for 
Edmonton’s first corner preacher— 
there's even that lookout spot, right 
above the Epcor Waterfall, that's a 
perfect sermon-on-the-mount for 
Alberta’s mini-Moses. Suggested first 
topic: Why the %$#@ is there an 
“Epcor Waterfall’? Now, go forth and 
rant! (BG) 


BESTEST PLACE TO SEE WHAT YOUR 


FREAKY FRIENDS ARE UP 10 WHEN 
ae OFF GIGGLING WITH A VIDEO 


They might be running off to make 
dirty videos, but they also might be 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


MacEwan 


think Potential 


MacEwan’s Disability Studies: Leadership and Community 
Program prepares you for a rewarding career helping 
children and adults with developmental disabilities reach 
their full potential and lead more meaningful lives. 


Graduates can apply directly to year three of a related 
University of Calgary degree program, offered on-site at 
MacEwan’s South Campus. 


There is a strong demand for professionals in this 


important field. 


Apply now — and reach your full potential. 


Call (780) 497-5196 or visit 
www.MacEwan.ca/ds 


Then get a good night's sleep with us so you can do it all again tomorrow, 


Bring this ad with you and receive a welcome 
gift upon check in ($25 Value) 


eye for color? 


head for business? 


Two Year Diploma 


LAKELAND COLLEGE 


Prepare for a career in interior design at Lakeland College. 


Students are provided with a foundation in design fundamentals, 
manual and computer aided drafting, visual communications, 
history of interiors, furnishings, interior finishes and more. 


The program covers both residentia! and commercial design, and 
incorporates field trips, guest speakers and an eight-week 
workplace practicum. 


Our students have won many awards in student desiga 
contests competing against college and university students 7 
from Canada and the United States. Ask us for details. 


1 800 661 6490 
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making short films | for ‘“MetrorVv. A 
cf@Ss between a TV-production meet- 
ing and a reality show, this interactive 
showcase of local filmmaking talent is 
the bestest way to spend one Satur- 
day night a month. (CN) 


BESTEST ARCHITECTURAL EFFECT 

The array of highly reflective sky- 
scrapers in the downtown core— 
some in cerulean, others in copper or 
a mute monolithic black—provide a 
light- -celebrating kaleidoscope on 
days that aren't too overcast, making 
them a slight danger for those who 
delight enough in their celestial- 
reaching beauty to take their eyes off 
the obstacle course of people and » 
vehicles and dog poop that exists per- 
petually in the heart of the city. But 
these have nothing on the twinkling 
ovoid glass “domes” drenching Com- 
merce place with light. Descending 
from the second floor to the main 
doors opening onto Jasper makes the 
charm of this architectural feature 
especially potent. As you travel down- 
wards in the right light, usually sun- 
sét, the light-limned glass stretched 
over a skeletal solid frame looks like a 
magical zeppelin descending onto a 
grandiose granite landing pad, sort of 
sci-fi and fantastic at the same time. 
The fairy lights dancing around the 
space also add to an unearthly, epic 
ambiance, and one can easily forget 
he or she is but a miserable temp or 


lawyer on a lunch break and play at 
anything from spaceport spy to 
Cleopatra. (MCO) 


BESTEST PLACE IN TOWN FOR A e000 
OLD FASHION RUMBLE 

Whether you're a Crip or a Jet ora 
Cobra, you'll need an ideal place to 
lay the smack on the other team's 
backside. Edmonton, for all its sprawl, 
has an endless supply of rumble sites 
for some nice pipe-on-chain action, 
and all you need to do is follow the 
signs that the rumblecruscians left us: 
anywhere you see a stenciled vertical 
line through a circle is the perfect 
arena for combat. I've seen the sym- 
bols in Rundle Park, a playground in 
Belgravia and outside an abandoned 
curling club in Beaumont. (AK) 


BESTEST WASTE OF GAS 

You jump in the carpdrive the gas- 
guzzling, carbon-dioxide-emitting 
machine for 15 minutes in some 
choked-up traffic, park it on a side 
street, clogging up the neighbour- 
hood, then go... running and walking? 
All you Running Room people—why 
are you commuting to run? Slip on 
your shoes and run around your 
neighbourhood. Need other runners? 
Run to meet each other, or take a 
bike—duathion training! If you need 
the clothes at the store, why not mail- 
order them—then you can pick them 
up from your friendly daily exercising 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 32 
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BESTEST PLACE 
TO GET CARPET-BURN 
IN A NON-SEX-RELATED ACTIVITY 


Any of the three Edmonton indoor soccer centres (West 
End, East End, South Side) in winter time. Pick your 
astro-turfed rink, slip on the shorts, then get ready to be 
tripped, slide tackle (risk a two-minute minor or worse) 
or stumble yourself into blood- and pus-oozing, splotchy 
red, skin-burning pain. You may not remember any goals 
you score, but your body will be left with lasting impres- 
sions of the thin layer of faded green abrasive carpet 
that’s been laid on top of concrete. (BG) 


Flexible Learning at NAIT St. Albert Campus 
or Keyano College Fort McMurray! 
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Opticians & Sunglass Specialists 
255-140 St. Albert Road 
Village Landing - 459-4944 


255-140 St. Albert Road ; 
Village Landing - 460-3888 | 
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IS & Sunglass Specialists 
10515-109 Street 423-3937 
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Chanel 
Prada 
Dior | 
Diesel. 
Tom Ford 
Bulgari 
Ferragamo 
‘Donna Karan 
Thierry Mugler 
Giorgio Armani 


Dolce & Gabbana 


Mont Blane 
Hugo Boss 
Oakley 
Versace 
Dunhill 
Lacoste 
Miss Sixty 


Gucci 
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mail-carrier next time you're jogging 
around the block. (BG) 


BESTEST SIMPSONS—LIKE STORE 
Since the Simpsons started its long 
television run, it's a safe bet the 
employees of a convenience store on 
107th Avenue and 110th Street, get 
asked “where's Apu?" at least a few 
times per year. Unlike the infamous 
cartoon conception, the Edmonton 
Kwiki-Mart’s floors aren't sticki-mart 
and hopefully the food hasn't made 
anyone sicki-mart. For those amazing- 
ly not in the know, the comer store on 
Matt Groening’s popular cartoon is run 
by Indian immigrant Apu Nahas- 
apeemapetilon and his brother Sanjay, 
and is the source and stage of many of 
the series’ gags, like all-syrup 
Squishies that bring on hallucinations. 
According to urbandictionary.com, the 
Kwik-E-Mart has become “a generic 
name for any convenience store, 
when you can’t think of the name of a 
specific one.” The Internet also sug- 
gests that Kwicki Mart is a more com- 
mon store term outside North 
America, while Simpsons fans in East- 
em Ontario and Western Quebec can 
get amused by the Ottawa-based 
Quickie Convenience Stores. (MS) 


BESTEST USED BOOK STORE 

I buy a lot of old paperbacks and 
nobody matches Alhambra on 81st 
Avenue. Stacks and stacks of books 
that run the gamut from pulp novels 
to hard to find history texts make this 
store the city’s best place to find 
something you're looking for that you 
can’t find anywhere else. The best 
part is the micro-sections for people 
like me with really niche-y tastes such 
as a Sherlock Holmes and a Beat 


BESTEST MASCOT 

‘God bless all little boys with sling- 
hots!” Crystal Glass’s all-around 
amp Chip is a throwback; nowa- 
ys, the accidental vandal would be 


a 
9 0 


prescribed some kind of brain-numb- 
ing medication and “diverted” into a 
“program”. Ah, what am | talking 
about? He probably wouldn’t have 
been outside in a non-structured 
activity in the first place, certainly not 
without a helmet. (DZ) 


BESTEST PANHANDLERS 

Walking down on Whyte Avenue one 
sunny Saturday spring afternoon, we 
heard a strange cry. A trio of young 
gents were asking all who passed by 
for money, but they wanted to make 
sure that donors got their luchre’s 
worth, so they hollered “Punch a punk 
for a buck, punch a punk!” True story. 
Of course, most people laughed while 
passing by, and it seemed that more 
passersby than normal offered up the 
buck, but no one took them up on the 
punching business. My own trio of 
Ave-gawkers pondered on the life- 
span of such a gig. Obviously this is 
not something you'd want to be doing 
when nighttime hits and those pub- 
crawl double-decker buses converge 
on the Avenue. Not only that, but if 
your donors all wanted what they 
paid for, then how much could you 
conceivably make in a night? In the 
end, we decided that these dudes 
earned their keep with their inven- 
tiveness and sense of humour. (CN) 


BESTEST ART EXPERIENCE 

1 know it’s not the most timely revela- 
tion, but with the Works festival just 
wrapping up, I would like to reminisce 
on how the Alberta Art Gallery's “Free 
For All” exhibit in February was the 
best thing to happen to the art com- 
munity since they installed that giant 
bat on 118th Avenue. Not only was 
the most popular exhibit in the 
gallery's history, but it showed the 
hundreds and hundreds of hopeful 
artists who exhibited that they too 
could be part of a vibrant and engag- 
ing dialogue on Edmonton art—yes, 
even the fat, balding dude with the oil 
on canvas nude self-portrait (serious- 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 34 


The 8th Motion Notio 
Music and Arts Festiv 


July 12 - 15 
Bent River Ranch 
Drayton Valley, Alberta 


One hour West oF Edmonton 


Free riverside camping 
with over 70 DJs and 
bands on multiple stages! 


Tix @ Foosh, Blackbyrd, 
Treehouse, TicketMaster 


Full details O Z 


WWW.mobi 


onnotion.com 


BESTEST PLACE TO SEE THE LEGACY OF OUR ALIEN SETTLERS 


A lot of people wonder about the pyramids. Thousands, no millions, of hours have been spent contemplating how 
our ancestors in Egypt, Peru and Mexico built and aligned their pyramids. And how is that pyramids were built so 
similarly but so far apart? And what about those pyramid-like bumps on Mars? There are plenty of people out there 
who think that aliens settled the Earth, and, for them, this seemingly answers these questions. So it only makes 
sense that the Muttart Conservatory, home of many wonderful plants, is an alien nursery. With its glass walls, 
extra-terrestrial scientists can watch human interaction with nature, and there are plenty of samples for them to 


whisk away. (CN) 


LOOKING FOR A GOOD DEAL? 


vueweekly.com 
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FRINGE GALLERY 


BASEMENT 10516 WHYTE AVENUE 


a TE, 
Gi 


er 


ART WIG FRR 


Whether you work in experimental mixed 
media or traditional oils, we can provide the 
cool tools and inspiration to make all your art 
works a joy to create. Uniquely Canadian, 
The Paint Spot is the place to find fine art 
materials for professional artists and serious 
beginners. We are experienced artists who share 
our knowledge and love of the materials. 


w 


The Paint Spot... enriching our 
visual arts community since 1985. 
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1-800-362-0546 THE PAINT 
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NR daly 18-28 
e Anniversary Sale duly 15-23 Save 20-40% 
e FREE ART DEMOS Every Saturday 
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Stretch Break 8 to 9 a.m. and 4 to 5:30 p.m. A fitness 


techniques for stretching before your game. 


July 31 ~ Conimemorstive Baill Giveaway 


To book your tee time, call 496-4914. 
One convenient number to book at Victoria, 
Riverside and Rundle Golf Courses. 
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ly). Here's hoping they can make this. 


in a regular show at the gallery. (JK) 


WORSTEST ART EXPERIENCE 


Those ugly, rusted-out clumps of 


welded-together metal that dot vari-~ 


ous parts of the university campus. 
Ugh, they looks like robot diarrhea. 
0K) 


BESTEST ACCIDENTAL CORPORATE ART 

Perhaps left behind by a stray boatful 
of Minoans as their civilization col- 
lapsed in the hangover of the Bronze 
Age, the mosaic mural in the Stan- 
dard Life Building (10405 Jasper 
Avenue) is magnificently over-the-top. 
Part of what makes it marvelous is the 
tension between its showiness (glit- 
tery tilework, the drama of its appre- 
ciable scale, plus an overhead 


spotlight bathing it in a warm lumi- 
nescence) and its position, bashfully 
tucked away (not only is it on the sec- 
ond floor, it’s around the corner from 
the main elevator byway, peering out 
from behind a palm tree). Conse- 
quently, to behold the round gold- 
edged piece, with its primitively flat 
green snake in a floating slither over 
an apple-red, troublingly cubist 
caduceus, you have to step right up. 
Also strange is the treatment of the 
materials in relation to its subject 
matter—how many sparkly medical 
industry logos do you see? As the thin 
lettering curving on the bottom rim of 
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BESTEST SPOT FOR ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING TRIVIA EGGHEADS 
One day last year, a man was spotted photographing the crossing sets of wires | 
that power the LRT’and number 5 trolley, where the LRT comes out of the 
ground at 95th Street. When asked why, he replied, “This is the only place in 
the world where LRT and trolley wires come together.” City LRT director Dave 
Geake said the most similar crossings are in Europe and in San Francisco 
where the streetcars and trolleys meet. But the different powering arrange- 
ments between Edmonton's LRT and trolley mean their wires can’t ever touch 
each other. So when the builders designed the crossing in the 1970s, they had 
to distance and isolate the wire sets, with the help of insulators. “It took a little 
bit of engineering, but it was relatively easy,” said Geake, who described the 
related issues as being mechanical and electrical: The unique crossing is one 
area that LRT crews have to highlight during maintenance. “Mechanically, you 
have to make sure all the nuts and bolts are tight,” Geake said. But if a bad sit- 
uation arises, he said the electrical substations have built-in protection, so half 
the city’s lights won't go out, for instance. Electrical engineering trivia buffs 
will also be fascinated to learn that the city will have to install a similar cross- 
ing where the soon-to-be-built LRT line by 114th Street crosses the number 7 
trolley route at 76th Avenue. But the crossing will have to be designed differ- 
ently because it isn’t on an angle, like the 95th Street crossing. “It’s a bit more 
of an engineering challenge,” said Geake with a laugh. (MS) 


the piece indicates, it is associated 
with the Baker Clinic. Trouble is, the 
Clinic—a no-nonsense glass-fronted 
office with wall-to-wall medica] 
records stretching dauntingly behind 
the staff—is far enough away to seem 
slightly embarrassed by the mural, 
like the hipster who takes her hick 
cousin to a show and abandons her 
for just a little too much fanciness not 
to come off as a rube against the 
backdrop of urbanites artfully pre- 
tending they aren’t trying hard to look 
good. (MCO) 


Whyte Avenue. Seriously, it’s out of 
control. Out of sexy control. (DZ) 


al 


BESTEST STRETCH OF THE RIVER VAL- 

LEY FOR THE CROSS-COUNTRY CYCLIST 

Start from Riverdale and head west to 
the Goldbar Park Bridge. The riding's 
not terribly technical, but it’s one of 
the longest stretches of uninterrupted 
off-road riding. That and it doesn't 
seem to get as busy here as it does on 
other areas of the trail system. (CN) 


BESTEST CLASSIC SUBURBAN STRIP MALL 
The Pleasantview Professional Build- 
ing was built in the 1960s, says a bat- 
ber in the independent, vintage barbet 
shop, and its rectangular architecture 
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BESTEST PLANE: WATCHING POINTS 
For those into the no-life adventure of plane-watching, Edmonton’s twin air- ~4 
ports provide double the pleasure. The City Centre Airport even has an obser- 
yation area off 121st Street, although the Via Rail station's parking lot gets you 
closer to the runway’s edge. If you're into a plane-spotting picnic, try the park 
between 111th Avenue and Kingsway, where you can watch the aircraft 
buzzing the nearby roadways and malls. While you can see the tarmacs from 
above over a beer at a nearby second-storey pub, the best overview of the City 
Centre (and city’s north end) is from the top-floor study lounge of NAIT’s Busi- 
ness Tower building. Especially from tall buildings, anywhere in the downtown 
core gives you ample spotting opportunities, with the government fleet flying 
Alberta’s premier and other cabinet ministers around being a constant sight. 
Edmonton’s International Airport has no official observation area, but some 
prime plane-watching can be found on a range road just off Highway 19 (to 
Devon) by a farmer's field. Unlike in Calgary, security people have never both- 
| ered me (I even parked there on a 9/11 anniversary!). If you prefer concrete 
under your feet, you can get your Wayne's World experience near another spur 
of the tarmac, from the parking lot of a certain fast-food joint epitomizing sub- 
| urban life on Leduc’s north end. Spotting take-offs are cool (well, for some 
people), but the biggest roars seem to occur when the planes are coming 
down from the sky. (MS) 


looks the part. Factor in the gull-wing 
dual streetlights outside, and you think 
you're watching the Barenaked Ladies’ 
“Lovers in a Dangerous Time” video. 
One wonders if the giant wraparound 
pipes were installed at the time of con- 
struction as a normal fixture, and what 
exactly they are for. Inside, the bland 
wall paint and carpets leading to the 
myriad medical offices fit the. building's 
basic nature. (MS) 


BESTEST ADVICE FOR BUSKERS WHO 
LIKE TO PLAY FOR CROWDS ON THEIR 
pe TO LIVE MUSIC CONCERTS AT THE 

JUBE, REXALL PLACE OR THE WINSPEAR 
Buskers sound much better before the 
ESO plays live for Alberta Ballet. They 
can sound just fine as a warm-up act 
for Eric Clapton. But, hey, buskers, if 
you really have the nerve to think 
you're a nice follow up act to Van 
Morrison or Alexandro Escovado or 
BB King, and if you actually believe 
that we can all still go home after the 
show and dream all night long about 
the music paid so much to hear, then 


go ahead, make my day. Otherwise, 
the advice is this: go home when the 
show starts and leave us in peace 
afterwards. Please. (SK) 


BESTEST PLACE IN EDMONTON AREA 
FOR AL FRESCO SEX 


If you're gonna do it, you might as 
well do it right, and the inevitable 
conclusion is a pleasure garden not 
unlike Eden. While beautiful florae are 
readily available at your local garden 
centre, you get too many nosey green 
thumbs in that environ. No, the 
answer is the Devonian Botanic Gar- 
den on good ol’ Highway 60. Oh yeah! 
(AK) 


BESTEST DIRTY WEEKEND 

Price competition keeps the price rea- 
sonable at the International Airport's 
many hotels (Jacuzzi rooms with gas 
fireplace for under a hundred bucks!) 
and Leduc’s proximity means you're 
psychologically out of town without 
wasting hours driving rather than 
fucking. (DZ) 
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BESTEST (NO, WAIT, WORSTEST) SHOW POSTER EVER 


| understand trying to appeal to the all-ages crowd by utilizing familiar 


|WORSTEST (NO, WAIT, BESTEST) BAND PHOTO EVER 


Ten Second Epic. Count yourself in, boys 


a 


PIERRE d’ ARLINGTON & FRANCOIS ZOLAN 

espite a severe and deepening 

lack of venues, a whole lot of 

borderline alcohol poisoning 
and the fact that this city’s three 
dozen or so best bands are basically 
manned by different combinations of 
the same ten dudes, the powers that 
be here at Vue have decided Edmon- 
ton’s fantastic, orgasmic, nationally- 
recognized-as-really-shit-fucking-hot 
music scene deserves its own slice of 
our annual Bestest of Edmonton 
issue. Even in a year in which the 
Sidetrack got sidetracked, Drive By 
said bye bye and Choke choked, 
there’s still plenty of noisy noise and 
hip shaking hipness to rave about 
here in Stabmonton. To wit... 


BESTEST NEW VENUE 

1 dunno, can you think of something? 
This scene would accept pretty much 
anything at this point, so if you have 
a house, a large backyard, a studio 
apartment with understanding 
neighbours, or even feel like renting 
a U-Haul and parking it downtown 
for a couple of hours, then promot- 
ers would like to talk to you. I mean, 
there was a show on a boat last 
week, for fuck’s sake... 


BESTEST NEW TREND 

The end of snobbery in the music 
scene. With venue space at a premi- 
um, it seems that bands are less and 
less concerned about who they play 
with, what order they play in, and 
who gets paid what. Even the city’s 
top bands are just happy to play. 


WORSTEST SIMULTANEOUS TRENDS 


The rising popularity of both mous- 
taches and cocaine. Dudes, everyone 
knows you weren't eating powdered 
donuts. 


BESTEST IT'S ABOUT FUCKING TIME 

When the Edmonton Oilers put 
together a splashy, pump-up-the-vol- 
ume, let’s-get-ready-to-rumble style 
television spot to introducing their 
new junior team (the Edmonton Oil 
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Kings—creative bunch, those hockey 
people) they could have been as 
equally lazy with their choice of 
soundtrack, utilizing any of the staple 
hockey anthems. Instead, the com- 
mercial runs to the tune of Whitey 
Houston's “Liarbird.” And at an Oilers 
game earlier this year, | swear heard 
a Ten Second Epic song played 
between stoppages in play. When 
Deadmonton's deadest cultural insti- 
tution starts embracing local bands, 
even a little, you can’t help but 
encourage them. We're probably still 
a few years away from the day when 
the Oilers will skate through that 
ridiculous derrick accompanied by the 
Wednesday Night Heroes, but maybe 
we should start an email campaign or 
something, because 1'll take "Dude 
You Feel Electrical” or “Black Hand” 
or “Grow Your Own Fucking Mous- 
tache Asshole” or “Shawna Don’t 
Wanna” over that goddamned “woo 
hoo” tune any day. 


pagum 


Now that some local musicians are 
finally getting a little bit of attention 
from the rest of the country, my tele- 
vision and I have sat through some 
strange moments lately. Have you 
ever been totally hungover on a Sun- 
day flipping through channels and 
then all of a sudden the guy or guys 
you got wasted with the night before 
are on MuchMusic talking to that 
bimbo blond girl (or that bimbo 
blond guy) about the kind of vacuous 
stuff they always talk about on 
Much? It’s pretty weird. 


BESTEST OFFSHOOT OF THAT LAST 
BESTEST 


Nobody laughs out loud when you 
tell them you're from Edmonton any- 
more. It’s more like a stifled snicker, 
and | can deal with that. 


WORSTEST RUMOURS 


Secret shows that don’t happen. 
Believe me, every band guy, promot- 


BESTEST GUITAR FACE 


Michael Rault—although have to admit, without the guitar, this would look more like a “bestest medical examination face.” 


Bestest of Edmonton: local music edition! 


er, music journalist and aging Police 
fan from 100 miles around didn't pile 
into the Starlite that night to see 
Sting's son’s pop-rock trio. 


BESTEST RUMOURS 

Secret shows that actually happen, 
like the White Stripes’ gig at a north 
end drop-in centre that I wrote off as 
idle speculation and didn’t bother 
attending (once bitten, twice shy, | 
Suppose). 


BESTEST NEW BAND NAME 

Hot Panda. I've said it before, and 1’! 
certainly say it again—that name is 
finger Ling-Ling good. 


WORSTEST NEW BAND NAME 

River City Boyz. | know we usually 
favour bands with a "Z” in their 
name, but this time it just makes it 
sound like gay porn. Why not just cut 
to the chase and call it River City 
Twinks? 


BESTEST IRONY 

Riding my bike to the (actually pretty 
cool) bike-in rock show held a cou- 
ple of weeks ago in conjunction with 
bike month, I was stopped at least a 
dozen times by carloads of nattily 
dressed kids asking for directions to 
the show. Yes, carloads To a bike-in 
show. In fact, due to a combination 
of so-so weather and, I dunno, sheer 
idiocy, I'll bet a lower percentage of 
the crowd had actually biked-in than 
at any other show held on a summer 
evening in this town. 


BESTEST TREND EDMONTON SHOULD 
HOP ON 

Sheer pandemonium erupted when 
so-called “gone-for-good” bands like 
the Pixies and the Police came here 
So where the hell is the smalls 
reunion? Choke broke up a month 
ago; it’s about time for them to do 
the first of what could be many “one- 
off” reunion shows. And | think the 
Kasuals are due for another “one off” 
any time now... 
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Looking for laughs in 


the funniest of places 


: 
DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


a play based on the work of Oscar 

Wilde should include a few of the 
famous aphorists bon mots. What 
should be a bit shocking about Scott 
Sharplin's newest play, The Trail of 
Salomé, is that Wilde's wit is only 
the second funniest hi ical source 
Sharplin drew upon. 

The funniest is the transcript from 
a 1918 trial involving Canadian 
dancer Maud Allan and her scintillat- 
ing take on Wilde's Salome, a scan- 
dalous little affair that came to be 
known as the “Cult of the Clitoris” 
case. As you might imagine, and as 
Sharplin most definitely would con- 
cur, there are few things funnier than 
the stuffiest of early-20th century Brits 
explaining the evils of the clitoris. 

“The transcripts are absolutely 
hilarious. | think they’re funnier than 
any of the lines I actually wrote for 
the play,” Sharplin says with a quick 
smile. “One of the medical experts 
they called in warned them that an 
engorged clitoris might encourage a 
woman to couple with an elephant, 
and he goes on to call it a ‘superficial 
organ’ that ‘does nothing to help the 
race.’ This was in court: how could 
you not find that funny?” ‘ 

Though there's certainly a lot of 
fun to be had at the expense of cli- 
toral hysteria—and Sharplin readily 
admits that Trial of Salomé is as fun a 
Plece as he’s written—Sharplin 
hopes that the absurdity of the whole 


I should come as no surprise that ~ 


Kis | THUSULYS-SATJUU 14S 
=> | THE TRIAL OF SALOME 
Ee VRECED BY AMY HEUFLD 
x | WRITTEN BY SCOTT SHARPLIN 
STARRING LESLIE CAFEARO, DEY DEMERIA 
AND NATHAN COPPEAS 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE (10322 -83 AVE), 
$12-S16 


situation provokes more than just 
laughter. Guffaws aside, the real trial 
was a fairly serious blow to artistic 
freedom in England at the time, a 
vicious, mudslinging, reactionary 
spectacle that almost ruined Allan's 
life. So laugh, please, but don’t forget 
that sometimes the biggest laughs 
come from serious places. 

“A lot of the humour does come 
from the fact they're taking some- 
thing that’s incredibly absurd to us so 
seriously,” Sharplin explains thought- 
fully. “At the same time, though, you 
can’t really just sort of pass it off as 
those stodgy Brits being ridiculous: 
we still have people trying to ban To 
Kill A Mockingbird, or blaming disas- 
ters on certain groups of people, and 
it comes from the same kind of 
place, where people are trying to 
defend a certain lifestyle by deflect- 
ing their anxieties onto a more obvi- 
ous symbol. ~ 

“| think it’s important to show how 
absurd that sort of position can be,” 
Sharplin continues, “but we can’t 
really forget that the only reason it’s 
so funny is because there are people 
who did take it that seriously." v 
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Time for closing the books 
on the old apartment 


w 
= |HOPSCOTCH 
S | taser anne 

S| hopscotch@vueweekly.com 

There was a time when, with the help of 
a few tie-downs, | could move all of my 
worldly possessions from one place to 
another in the trunk and backseat of my 
old 88 Jetta. Back then | seemed to 
change my address more often than some 
people get haircuts. | remember once liv- 
ing in a tiny bachelor on 99th street and 
still having room for dance parties, even 
with the futon unfolded. | was practically 
camping! My sensibility has always been 
on the spare side, so the relative ease 
with which | could up and move sat very 
well with me. 

But life changes. Things appear. While 
it’s true that to this day I've never owned 
a couch, my desire for less has been in 
increasingly serious conflict with the twin 
evils of my monstrous sentimentality and 
my fathomless talent to accumulate cer- 
tain kinds of objects, like LPs, hubcaps, 
correspondence and, bulkiest of all, 
books. When you're in your early 20s, 
such items are still few enough in number 
to be of little concern, and one’s attach- 
ment to them feels at worst like a harm- 
less affectation. A decade or so later, the 
rate of accumulation is terrifying and 
hydra-like. You turn around and suddenly 
there seems to be more of the god- 
damned things, as though they lay eggs 
in comers and hatch when you sleep. 


| just moved again, if only to a place 
three blocks away from my previous resi- 
dence. While moving, | discovered that | 
own three turntables. | knew of two— 
where did the third one come from? | 
thought | was hallucinating. But hey, free 
turntable. Would any reasonable person 
actually expect me to get rid of a perfect- 
ly good turntable? 

Boxing up the books was for me the 
real Herculean effort. Before | even start- 
ed packing, | proudly selected what | 


thought was a bold number of volumes to 
take to my favourite used bookstore. Of 
course | didn't sell them. | traded them 
For more books. The likelihood of my hav- 
ing time to read half of these new addi- 
tions in the next, say, three years is ven 
low, but as my buddy Charlie used to say, 
to me, they'll be there when | need them 
It's not like they have an expiry date. At 
least not in my lifetime 
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LIVING UTOPIA 


AND DISASTER ON NOW AT THE 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 


Enterprise Square, 100-10230 Jasper Ave | 780.422.6223 Iwww.artgalleryalberta.com 
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Alberta Biennial of Contemporary Art 4 


Features the work of 22 
Alberta artists produced by 
the Art Gallery of Alberta and 
the Walter Phillips Gallery at 
The Banff Centre. 


Sarah Adams-Bacon 
Robin Arseneault 

d Boulet 
Jennifer Bowes 
Ken Buera 

Kay Burns 

Chris Flodberg 
Julian Forrest 

Paul Freeman 


Ric 
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Geoffrey Hunter 
David Janzen 
Jonathan Kaise 
Mary Kavanagh 
Linh Ly 

Aonie Martin 
Mark Mullin 
Paul Robert 


Anu Guha-Thakurta 


Terrance Houle and 
Jarusha Brown 


Laurel Smith 


Kristy Trinier 
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Exit, pursued by a musical 
SUPERB WINTER'S TALE OUTSHINES LACKLUSTRE 
TWO GENTLEMAN AT RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

aybe the best example of just how far 
Mie the River City Shakespeare 

Festival's two productions are this 
year is found in Julien Arnold. The veteran actor 
and artistic associate of the festival goes from 
playing the congenial and thoroughly wronged 
King of Bohemia in John MacDonald's spirited 
but speculative take on The Winter's Tale to 
alternating between a freaked-out, white-fro 
hippie and a lime green soldier in John Kirk- 
patrick’s unfortunately honest take on the 1971 
musical version of Two Gentleman of Verona. 
Guess which one works better. 

To be fair, Kirkpatrick really only deserves 
blame in so much as he picked the musical: his 
interpretation does a service to the spirit of the 
thing, but this is just not a play where that can 
be considered a favourable move. Bookended 
by an intro and chorus that manage the doubly 
impressive feat of assuming the audience is too 
thick to understand the play and wrapping that 
dumbed-down mess up in the kind of sugar- 
high naiveté that made the hippie movement so 
self-righteously annoying (in this case, society 
was right to shoot the messenger, even if they 
should have asked questions first), the play 
doesn’t get any better in between. 

The music is fine for the cutesy bits, but lacks 
the heft to deal with anything serious, such as 
Proteus’ final revelation; though it’s mercifully 
abandoned for those parts, it’s a clue that per- 
haps Galt MacDermot’s score isn’t equal to the 
task. This is to say nothing of the fact the songs 
rarely ever have the decency to be catchy. 

Accordingly, the cast doesn’t seem to be hav- 
ing a whole lot of fun throughout, with the pos- 
sible exception of Ron Pederson. Pederson splits 
time between a lederhosened cupid singing 
scales as the Vissi d'amore, and the sniveling 
twit Thurio—where he leads one of the few real- 
ly energetic numbers, “Thurio's Samba”—and 
wears both costumes with the flaunting flour- 
ishes they demand. The rest of the cast certainly 
maintains the standard the festival demands, 
but it’s all they can to do to drag the musical 
towards a respectable adequacy. 


UNTIL SUN JULY 22 


RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 
DIRECTED BY JOHN KIRNPATIC, JAMES MACDONALD 

WAITEN BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE JOH CUARE 

STARRING SHELDON EER CHRIS BULLOUGH OHM WALT 
SUL ARNOLD AND ANNETTE LOSELE 

HERITAGE AMPHITHEATRE (NAWRELAK PARK), $1620 


PREVUE 


ALL CONCERNED fare much, much better in The 
Winter's Tale, especially considering the play's 
internal disparity: it's essentially a pensive 
tragedy and frolicking comedy joined by an 
intermission, but both halves are thoroughly 
engaging on different strengths. 

The first is John Wright’s turn as the jealous 
King Leontes, and, as always in these cases, 
he’s stellar. Wright has the rare gift of making 
Shakespeare's language sound as feverish and 
as emotionally naked as it would have on the 
Elizabethan stage without losing its cadences, 
spilling the words out of his mouth in equal 
parts pain and poetry. His Leontes is frustrating- 
ly sympathetic for it, undoubtedly bullying his 
way through the first act, but doing so for 
understandable aims. Annette Loiselle is every 
bit his equal, particularly in her heart-rending 
death scene, filleting Leontes’ misguided puni- 
tiveness even as she withers under its strain. 

The second half is decidedly lighter, and here 
Sheldon Elter takes over as a too-clever-by-half 
rogue, selling the peasants back whatever he 
stole from them in the previous act. | had 
thought Two Gentleman's music might have suf- 
fered for the outdoor venue, but Elter’s energy 
here has no problem washing across the whole 
of the amphitheatre, producing smiles almost as 
big as his. 

MacDonald manages to reel in the energy 
enough to make the ending, a decidedly more 
sombre affair, work to its full emotional effect, 2 
decidedly fitting coda. It’s a shame the two 
shows that make up the festival couldn't be bal- 
anced that adeptly, but at least one of the pro- 
ductions manages to live up to the festival’s 
pedigree. w 
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There are some that, admittedly, | 
don’t think | really even want to read. | 
seriously considered tossing this gargan- 
tuan hardcover collection of essays 
about Aleister Crowley. | mean honestly, 
('m more likely to kill time listening to 
gzay sing “Mr Crowley” than read this 
crimson-coloured doorstop about Mr 
Crowley. But just as | was giving it a dis- 
missive, parting glance, | found inside a 
piece of paper, a letter from the girl who 
gave me the book when | was 14 years 
old, It was long, repetitive, gushy, occa- 
sionally incoherent, slightly ‘creepy and 
deeply moving to me. Now how can | get 
rid of that book? 

The thing about such objects is that 
they hold memories—thus, lose the 
object and you lose the memory. That's 
my fear anyway. Perhaps it's foolish. Who 
knows what might trigger a memory? | 
remember reading somewhere that 
smells are supposed to be particularly 
good for bringing back all kinds of stuff. 
But there you go: | read about it. Probably 
in a book. | simply cannot escape the 
allure of the book. 

if they're going to keep hanging 
around, perhaps | should discover new 
purposes for books besides reading them. 
| recall how in Paul Auster's Moon Palace, 
the introverted orphan protagonist with 
the unlikely name of Marco Stanley Fogg 
inherits 1492 books from his Uncle Victor, 
and uses the boxes of books to furnish his 
Manhattan apartment. His bed, his table, 
you name it: made outta books. 

With the death of Uncle Victor, 
Marco's essentially penniless, however, 
and can no longer afford to go to Colum- 
bia University. Rather than arbitrarily get 
a job, he starts reading the books, one 
after the other, in no particular order 
other than how he finds them, without 
focusing on any particular subject, style 
or author, just reading and reading. And 
every time he finishes a book, he sells it, 
until all the books have been read and 
sold and Marco has nothing, no books, no 
_ dough. He then gives up his apartment 
and lives in Central Park, eating out of 
garbage cans. 

| don't know how much | like the eat- 
ing garbage part, but the rest of Marco's 
journey is hugely appealing to me right 
otecicn =: WE NEED YOUR HELP IN TWO DIFFERENT WAYS: 
stacks of boxes full of books, blocking 


out the windows of this absurdly over- 
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on foot. But |’m on a different path | 
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guess, one that includes writing this col- Help us get freaky! We want your question suggestions for this years We need sexy, uninhibited Edmontenians willing to get naked and 
umn to make a few bucks to pay for this poll, Make it weird or keep it simplel Either way, the first person to participate in our annualisexy photo shoot. {Some upper torso 
joint, to give me enough free time to email us a question that gets used, gets a $20 gift certificate, Go to nudity required} Be adventurous! This is a professional shoot so 
reduce the stacks, to pursue those linger- vueweekly.com and click on the Sex In The City ‘07 link to submit email your photos to sexyshoot@vueweekly.com 


ing ambitions, to read those still 
unknown-to-me texts, and to dream. w 
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Be Arthurs thank you for being a friend 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
he ukulele has had its image 
tarnished over the years. From 
Tiny Tim's “Tiptoe through the 
Tulips” to your dad’s really shitty 
rendition of Tiny Tim's “Tiptoe 
through the Tulips,” the ukulele 
never seems to get any respect. 
Ukulele-based cover band (and 
Golden Girls super fans) the Be 
Arthurs are aiming to change that 
with their performances at this 
year’s StreetFest. 

"The ukulele is kind of like a joke or 
a toy instrument, but it’s also a really 
good instrument,” explains Ryan 
Parker, who is joined in the duo by 
Sheldon Elter. “If a song sounds good 
on a ukulele, it’s a good song.” 

Although the two men started the 
band as a joke—one quite likely 
fuelled by alcohol, Parker admits—it 
has become much more than what 
the two had onginally intended. 

“We started out busking, but now 
we're getting asked to do gigs where 
we're not just wallpaper music,” he 
says, adding that the band has started 
to rehearse with a drummer who 
plays a set of toy drums—but who 
unfortunately will not be at Street- 
Fest—and are even considering 
adding a xylophonist. “When we start- 
ed, this wasn’t what we were aiming 
for," Parker laughs. 


EVEN THOUGH THE BE ARTHURS are 


playing more and more proper gigs, 
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FEATURING THE BEARTHURS AND MANY, 
MANY MORE 

CHURCHILL SQUARE, PASS THE HAT 


their first love continues to be passing 
the hat while playing on the street. 
Having busked at the Fringe and a 
number of other places around town, 
the band is looking forward to its first 
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appearance at StreetFest. 

“It’s really exciting because [Street 
Fest] is so different than the Fringe 
The Fringe is like a theatre festival 
with an appetizer of street perform- 
ing,” Parker says, pointing out that 
StreetFest is oriented exclusively 
towards buskers. “Plus Sheldon and | 
are getting better too—we used to 
need a beer or two just to get out 
there, but now we don’t!” w 
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DEADUNE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 
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DANCE 


————— 
FEATS FESTIVAL OF DANCE-ALBERTA 
ALLIANCE (422-8107) Featuring workshops, hip hop, jazz, 
contemporary and world dance performances ¢ 
Westbury Theatre, TransAlta Arts Bams; Pure Velocity: 
July 6 (pm) © Catalyst Theatre; From Luminous Pulses 
~_., July 6-7 (7pm) * Catalyst Theatre; ... To Vivid 
Tongues: July 6-7 {9pm) * $20 (advi/$24 (door)/$35 (two 
shows, adv\/$55 (all three shows, adv) « Various 
places: urban dance encounters; July 5 (12 noon) 

EN VIVO Myer Horowitz Theatre, 8900-114 
St. U of A Campus (349-4843) * Flamenco guitar and dance 
‘ Saturday, July 7 (8pm) * $25 {advi/$30 (door) 


FRESHLY SQUEEZED Churchill Square * Hip hop * 
July 6-15 (1:30-2:30pm; 4:30-5:30pm) * Part of the 


Intemational Street Performers Festival 
VIBE CTIONS-DRUM AND DANCE 
JAMS Hazeldiean Hall, 9630-66 Ave (433-6279) * Come 


and practice your hand drumming skills or learn some- 
thing new in a group setting, Calling all Tribal dancers 
for a chance to improvise and move to live music. Each 
jam starts and ends with guest musicians or dancers. 
Drums are available to borrow, no experience necessary 
© First and last Tue ea month (6:30-8:30pm) « $10 
{door)/ehild under 12 free 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 17310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) 
» Open Tue-Sat 1am-Spm © NEW WORKS: Artworks by 
gallery artists; Emestine Tahed!, Karen Yurkovich, Greg 
Edmonson, Gordon Harper, Daniele Lemieux. Ken Wallace, 
Seat Plear, and Mikel Temo Greko * July and August 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) 
© Feature Gallery: BREW-HAHA: Fun and fabulous 
teapots and tea-sets; until July 14 * Discovery 
Gallery: COMING UP NEXT: Artworks by emerging fine 
craft artists Katherine Lys (installation) and Danielle 
Booroff (ceramic installation); until July 14 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm (48pm free admission); Sat-Sun 11am-Spm. 
* Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 
3:30pm) * GAPITAL MODERN: EDMONTON 
ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN DESIGN, 1940-1969; until 
Sept. 9 * THE 2007 ALBERTA BIENNIAL OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART-LIVING UTOPIA AND DISASTER: 
Artworks by 22 artists; until Aug. 26 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * 
A WALK IN THE WOODS; Paintings by Michel Leroux * 
Joly 12-21 


AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave (990-0031) * Acrylic 
paintings by Rodrigo Lopez * Until Sept. 31 


CENTRE D'ARTS 9103-95 Ave Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; 
Sat: 10am-Spm ® ARTVENTURE: Artworks by Sylvia 
Grist, Govro, Claudine Audette-Rozon, West 4 Art Group 
© July 6-18 © Opening reception: July 6 (7-8:30pm) 
artists in attendance 


FAB GALLERY Rm 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) * Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm * 
ASPECTS OF ABSTRACTION: A Selection of Paintings 
from Private and Public Collections by Professor Graham 
Peacock * Until July 14 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Open 
Mon-Sat 9:30am-Spm * FLOTSAM AND THEN SOME ¢ 
Until July 31 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) « Open Mon- 
Fri Sam-Spm; Sat Sam-Bpm; Sun 1-5pm * THE SHOW- 
GIRLS: Fibre artworks by Dawna Dey Harrish, Margo Fiddes, 
Cathy Tomm, and Sharon Willas Rubuliak: July 10-Aug, 30 
* Edmonton Room: GLASS AAT ASSOCIATION OF 
CANADA: LUCENT: A SURVEY OF CONTEMPORARY 
CANADIAN GLASS: The Glass Art Association of Canada; 
part of the Works Festival; until July 6 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm © Fromt Reom: /V/:19: 
The Works: 31d floor (both rooms): Harcourt House mem- 
bers’ show ® Until July 21 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) ¢ Open Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * 
ART UNLIMITED: Mixed media artworks by sisters Isabelle 
Kleparchuk and Mary Jane Trafiak © Until July 26 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * Sengraphs 
by Norval Morrisseau and Jackson Beardy, prints by Toti, 
Paintings by Cindy Revell, wall art by Raymond Chow * 

TIV1-85 St (485-6171) # Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; 
Sat 10am-Spm Artworks by Shirley Thomas, Edythe 
Markstad Buchanan. Serigraphs of Edmonton buildings by 
George Webber, pottery by Jim Speers 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10249-106 St (423-5353) © 
Main Space: CANDY MTN: Mindy Yan Miller, Catherine 


Bodmer, and Susie Major present a collaborative project; 
until July 14 ¢ The ProjEX Room: THE VALLEY OF 
SEARCH: Photographs of female forms in plastic by Ania 
Treecieski; until July 14 © Exhibit hours extend to Spm 
‘on Thu, July 5, July 12 during Latitude 53's Summer 
Rooftop Patio fundraiser * Latitude Summer Rooftop 
Series; hosted by a range of local “celebrity” DJs and 
hosts; rooftop patio every Thu until Aug. 16 (5-Spm) 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, Red Barn, 590 
Broadmoor Blyd, Sherwood Park (467-4481) * Open Sat 


Oam-4pm; Thu 5-Spm # ALL MEMBERS ART SHOW # 
Until July 28 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) * Open 
Tue-Sat 9:30am-5pm; Sun 12:30-Spm * STATIONS: 
Photographs by Denis Wall * Until July 31 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm # 
HAT-STORY: Artworks by various artists curated by 
Danielle LaBrie * Until July 29 


MOCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Opan Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * DIMOAPHIC PERCEP- 
TIONS: Paintings by Elaine Tweedy and Donna Marchyshyn; 
until July 26 * The Dining Room Gallery: LADY OF THE 
LAKE: Paintings by Kathy Meaney; until Aug. 9 


MUDDY WATERS CAFE 8211-111 St. www.artauc- 
tion07.tk * CHARITY ART AUCTION | HUMAN: Featuring 
Artworks donated by local artists and U of A Fine Art and 
MFA students. There will also be Food, a Live DJ (Brad 
Bourne) spinning House/Indie music * July 7 © Poceeds 
go to wwww.lhuman.org 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St ° 
ELEMENTAL: WATER EARTH FIRE AIR: Artworks by the 
members of the Sculptors’ Association of Alberta * Until 
Sept. 30 © Opening reception: July 18 (6-Spm) 


WINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 
9;30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 6:30-4pm; 6-8pm * COLLAGE 
AND NEW WORK: Featuring artworks by studio artists in 
the Stollery Gallery; part of The Works * Until July 6 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * TURF: Artworks 
by emerging artists ¢ July 19-Aug. 11 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
(10am-8pm) * KA-POW/: Featuring artworks by Murray 
Allen, Tony Baker, Kib, Christopher Zaytsoff * In con- 
junction with the St. Albert Downtown Art Walk (6-3pm); 
July 5-28 © Artist at Heart: July 12, 26 (7-9pm) 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 8555 Roper Rd (427-1750) * 
Open Mon-Sat 9am-4:30pm; Wed 4:30-9pm * IMMORTAL 
NATURE'S AGELESS HARMONY: THE BOTANICAL 
LANTERN SUDES OF WILLIAM COPELAND MCCALLA: 
Hand-coloured glass lantern slides of flowers and plants by 
William Copeland, 1914-1938 * Until Sept. 1 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) 
* Open daily 9-Spm * SMALL WONDER: THE 
MINISCULE MAGNIFIED: View imgages of the micro 
world of mosses, insects, snail schells and seeds; until 
Sept. 3 ¢ STORIES FROM THE SOUTHESK COLLECTION: 
A 150-YEAR JOURNEY: First Nak Metis artifacts 
(1859-60); until Sept. 3 * CO LLECTED: See 
the unseen from the Museums collections; until Sept. 3 
* GALEN ROWELL-A RETROSPECTIVE: Landscape photo- 
graphs; until Sept. 3 


‘ST. ALBERT ARTWALK ¢ Various venues in St. Alber 
Wares, Modern Eyes Gallery, Profiles Gallery, Art Beat 
Gallery, Gemport, Studio Gallery, The Bookstore on 
Perron, Cargo and James, St. Thomas Coffee House, 
Concept Jewelry * July 5 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-Spm * SMALL SCULPTURE: New steel works 
by Peter Hide * Until July 10 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue- 
Sat 12-5pm ¢ SACRA PRIVATA: Works on paper by Blair 
Brennan; until July 21 © RAGE SALE Fundraiser in con- 
junction with Blair Brennan's exhibit Sacre Privata; 100% 
of the money raised from the sales of lair Brennan's art 
work from Sacra Privata will go towards SNAP’s exhibi- 
tions and education programming; Sat, July 21 ¢ Outer 
Gallery: UNCOMMON REMAINS-NEXTFEST: Printworks 
by four young artists/designers; until July 21 


‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Melcor 
Cultural Centre (962-0654) * ALL ABOUT SKY'S: Recent 
encaustic wax and acrylic paintings by Loma Kemp © Until 
July 14 


‘THE STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
ARCHIVES 913 Ash St, Sherwood Park (467-8189) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; weekends by appointment/pre- 
booked tour * SPORTS FROM THE PAST: Featuring sports 
equipment, photographs and collectibles from the early 
1900s to the late 1980s; July-Sept; $3 * Strathcona 
County Museum and Archives 10th Anniversary refresh- 
ments and entertainment; July 12 (1-3pm) 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Strett, St. Albert 
(460-5993) * Open: Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 
1Qam-Spm or by appointment * ESSENCE OF WOMEN: 
Artworks by Linda Wilder * July 5-28 * Opening recep- 
tion: July 5 (6-Spm) 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) 
© LOST WORLDS: Exhibition from dinosaurs to ancient 
civilizations ® Until Sept. 3 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) ¢ FINE LEGS, 
GREAT CHESTS AND HOT SEATS: fine furniture from 
NAIT’s Advanced Woodworking and Fumiture Design 
graduating class * Until July 21 


URBAN ROOTS 82 Ave, 104 St, Alley * FORWARD: 
Progressive Canadian graffitti curated by John Drager * 
Until July 15 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * 
DIVERSITY 2007; Anworks by Visual Arts Alberta's member- 
ship; part of The Works Festival’ Until July 21 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 10322-83 Ave (432- 


7357) © Artin the Lobby: Charmed by Nature: Watercolors 
by West 4 Art Group, Cissy Dembicki, Ute Rieder, Jennifer 
Solly, and Lynn Tupper; in conjunction with The Trial of 
Salome * Until July 14 (viewing one hour before curtain) 


‘THE WORKS FESTIVAL Various venues throughout 
Edmonton, www.theworks.ab.ca (426-2122) « 
Edmonton's visual arts festival including an artisan mar- 
ket in Churchill Square and AUTOPOIESIS: Ken Rinaldo’s 
Giant inflatable sculptures in the Big Tent * Until July 21 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * Third Wed each 
month * $5 (donation) 


3 BANANAS CAFE -CHURCH HILL SQUARE + 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writ- 
ing process guide you into self-discovery * Meetings bi- 
monthly, Sun (4-6pm) e-mail 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com for info 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4939) * Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (Bpm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 * Dale Downing; July 5-7 Marty 
Hanenberg; July 12-14 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) © Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
Bpm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Nigel Lawrence, James Ball, 
Dan Brodribb, and Lars Callieou; until July 8 ¢ Hit or Miss 
Monday's: July 9 ¢ Edmonton's Last Comic Standing! 
Round 1; Tue, July 10 * Tim Young, Kelly Soloduka, and 
Shawn Gramiak; July 11-15 © Hit or Miss Monday: July 16 
* Edmonton's Last Comic Standing! Round 2; July 17 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castledowns Rd 
(472-7696) © Ha-Ha-Off comedy with host Kathleen McGee 
featuring Andrew twanyk * Every Thu (3pm) * No cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE © Comedy Extravaganza: 
hosted by Kathleen MacGee; first Tue each month; no 
minors; 8:30pm (door), 3pm (show) * $5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460- 
1122) © Wednesday Night Live: Open stage every Wed 
for comedy, and music hosted by Barbara May and the 
Tumbling Dice (8-10pm) * No cover 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481- 
9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm 
Sun: Industry Night; $10 Wednesday Crash and Bum * 
Dan Smith, Lachlan Patterson, and Kerry Unger, July 5-7 


THEATRE 


COMEDY TONIGHT! SONGS TO MAKE YOU SMILE 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave 
(483-4051) * Compiled and written by Jim Brewer, with 
parodies of well known Broadway hits to original comedy 
songs, this shaw pokes gentle fun at all aspects of our 
lives ® Until Aug. 26 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL STREET PERFORM- 
ERS FESTIVAL Sir Winston Churchill Sq and various 
venues throughout Downtown Edmonton, www.edmon- 
tonstreetfest.com (425-5162) * Free performances by 
internationally street acts in the Square as special per- 
formances in other venues * July 6-15 


THE EXQUISITE HOUR Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
© Teatro la Quindicina * Starring Jeff Haslam and Kate 
Ryan about a seemingly well-adjusted bachelor who 
finds his life forever altered on summer evening when 
an alluring stranger materializes in his backyard * July 
12-28, Tue-Sat 8pm; Sat matinees 2pm * $20 
(aduft//$17 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door, 
Tue and Sat Matinees: Pay-What-You-Can (door) or TIX 
$10; Two-For-One: Fri, July 13 


GREEDY, ROTTEN, SCOUNDRELS-THE LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT OF DECKLAND MACNAMUS 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre. 8882-170 St. WEM (484- 
2424) © Comedy by Scott and Yanin Cranwill: After 
years of indulging a cantankerous and eccentric old bil- 
lionaire, the time has finally come to find out who 
sucked up enough to become the rightful heir to the fam- 
ily fortune * Until Aug. 12 


MAMMA MIAI Jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) * The 
storytelling magic of ABBA's timeless songs propel this 
enchanting tale of love, laughter and friendship * July 
17-22; Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat 2pm; Sun 1pm and 6:30pm * 
$60.65-$90.65 at TicketMaster 


RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL Heritage 
Amphitheatre of Hawrelak Park. wwnw.rivercityshake- 
speare.com (420-1757) * Free Will Players * Two 
Gentlemen of Verona, a fun musical adaptation * The 
Winter's Tale, a story of ardour, jealousy and redemption 
© Until July 22 © Pay-What-You-Can: opening 
nights/Tues; $20 (adult)/$15 (student/senior//free (kids 
12 years old and under)/$30 (pass) at TIX on the Square 


THE TRIAL OF SALOME Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 
‘Ave (439-2845) * London, 1918, at the height of wartime 
paranoia, actress-dancer Maud Allen is singled out for 
performing Oscar Wilde's Salome, but Maud won't sacri- 
fice her reputation without a fight, and the subsequent 
legal battle escalates until every pair of British ears is 
buming. World Premiere written by Walterdale’s Artistic 
Director © Until July 14 (Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 2pm) * $12- 
$14 at TIX on the Square 420-1757, door 


VIRTUALLY PERFECT Azimuth theatre, 11315-106 Ave 
© By Michael Andrew Boyko, presented by ibleedink * 
The story about two best friends, Roger, a young scien- 
tist prodigy working on his secret project and Mike who 
mous for the death of his fiancée April who died sud- 
denly, one year ago * Until July 8 (7:30pm); matinee: 
July 7 (12:30pm) * $15 at TIX on the Square 


ARTS 


1. The Traveling Wilburys - Collection (rhino) 
2. Wilco - Sky Blue Sky (nonesuch) 

3. The White Stripes - Icky Thump (warner) 
4. Bjork— Volta (atlantic) 

5, Feist- The Reminder (arts & crafts) 

6. Mavis Staples - We'll Never Tum Back (anti) 


7. Grinderman — Grinderman (anti) > 
8. Joan Armatrading — Into The Blues (429) 

9. Wednesday Night Heroes - Guilty Pleasures (byo) 

10. The National - Boxer (4ad) 

11.Arcade Fire - Neon Bible (merge) 


12.Kings Of Leon — Because Of The Times (rca) 

13.Down The Hatch - | Got A Bad Feeling About This..... (dth) 

14.Rufus Wainwright - Release The Stars (geffen) 
15.Dinosaur Jr. - Beyond (fat possum) 

16.Tiger Army - Music From Regions Beyond (helicat) 

17. Battles - Mirrored (warp) 

18. Amy Winehouse - Back To Black (universal) 

19. Modest Mouse - We Were Dead Before The Ship Even Sank (epic) > 
20.Lucinda Williams — West (lost highway) 
21.Pelican — City Of Echoes (hydrahead) 

22. John Prine & Mac Wiseman - Standard Songs For Average People (oh boy) 
23. Nekromantix - Lifes A Grave And I Dig It (helicat) 

24. Ry Cooder — My Name Is Buddy (nonesuch) 

25. Elliott Smith — New Moon (kill rock stars) 

26. Hot Little Rocket - How To Lose Everything (fun) 

27.John Wort Hannam - Two Bit Suit (black hen) 

28.Boris With Michio Kurahara - Rainbow (drag city) 


GOODBYE BLUE MONDAY 


Jeremy Fisher is a troubadour 
and storyteller. His emergence 
as one of Canada's brightest stars 


is a direct result of the massive audience he has 

built touring. * 
Goodbye Blue Monday is his brand spankin’ new 

record and it's on sale here. 
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research, Paul Verhoeven’s THSROCKS 
first feature since 2000's all-too-suit- 
ably-titled Hollow Man marks both his 
return to the Dutch film industry and 
to high artistic form. Brutality, vulgari- 
ty, treachery, humiliation, exploitation, 
colourful spectacle and careening sub- 
version, al] constructed upon an 
unlikely but weirdly sturdy moral core: 
Black Book (Zwartboek) makes for a 
singularly Verhoevian night out, which 
is to say it’s big, excessive, carnal 
ntertainment shot through with a 
‘wicked streak of perversity and wit. 
The only other established film- 
maker I can think of with a compara- 
ble sensibility would be Roman 
Polanski; oddly enough, both directors 
have now given us their take on the 
plight of European Jews during the 
Second World War, a subject that’s 
supposed to be the exclusive domain 
of the sort of sombre, reverential, 
prestige pictures that Polanski and 
Verhoeven just don’t seem able to 
make. Thankfully. 

Like The Pianist, Black Book doesn't 
allow a little thing like genocide or fas- 
cism to dull its teeth or persuasive mis- 

ggenthropy. Unlike The Pianist, there are a 


é 


conspicuous number of genuine acts of 
heroism in Black Book, but virtually all 
of them are performed not by the osten- 
sible collective forces of good (ie: the 
Dutch Resistance, who prove them- 
selves to be divided, disorganized and 
even anti-Semitic), but by a single indi- 
vidual, the slinky Mata Hari heroine 
Rachel (Carice van Houten), who must 
first witness the slaughter of her entire 
family, later endure the advances of a 
lecherous Nazi toad with dead eyes and 
ultimately become the target for what 
must surely be the most grotesque 
homage to Flashdance imaginable. 


ONCE EMPLOYED BY the Resistance, 
Rachel changes her name to Ellis, 
dyes her hair—and I mean all her 
hair—a strawberry blonde that seduc- 
tively contrasts her dark blue eyes 
and relies on her trained singing voice 
and beguilingly forward sexuality to 
woo Nazis and collect information. 
Trusting to a fault but smart as a 
whip, she’s also a total knockout with 
legs that go on for a good long while, 
and is compared at one point to Jean 
Harlow, though her perky smile 


wouldn't look out of place on the face 
of Kirsten Dunst—if you can imagine 
Dunst as a sizzling sexpot, that is. 

It’s no wonder that nice Nazi 
Muntze (The Lives of Others’ Sebastian 
Koch)—a sensitive, smolderingly 
handsome widower with a soft spot 
for stamps—falls for her even while 
fully suspecting she’s a spy. Of course, 
in Verhoeven’s world of dark desire, 
she falls for him, too. 

Reuniting Verhoeven with his old 
writing partner Gerard Soeteman, 


Black Book is a project that the pair 
has apparently been cooking up for 
many years, It’s flush with details and 
talismanic objects and it just moves 
like nobody’s business, but, as is gen- 
erally the case with Verhoeven, it 
works with unapologetically over-the- 
top, broad trokes. There's about 
as many di sses and wild plot 
twists to this thing as there are nude 
scenes (that is, a lot), and virtually 
every one of them is planted in a pre- 
vious scene, tying together the whole 
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movie in a chain of neat equations. 

If this feels like overly schematic 
filmmaking, it should be said that 
Black Book's more conventional 
aspects are precisely what help to 
make its more audacious ones fly. It's 
a symptom of the conflicted approach 
to movies that makes Verhoeven such 
a rarity these days: a director uncom- 
fortable wholly giving himself up to 
either commercial or artistic concerns 
—whether or not he ever makes it 
back to Hollywood. w 


Docs delve deep into the heart of the world’s worst prisons 
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“However, | stand for 8 - 10 hours a day. 

Why is standing limited to 4 hours?” — 

handwritten comment by Donald Rums- 

feld next to his signature on a September 

2002 memo concerning new interrogation 
“@echniques at Guantanamo 


“We listened as his soul cracked.” — 
Abu Ghraib prisoner recalling the torture 
death of Manadel al-Jamadi 


In 2004, reports emerged of abuse and 
torture at a prison complex in a country 
invaded and occupied on false pretenses. 
Yet the administration responsible for 
that war, that jail and other “closed site” 
and secret prisons around the world won 
re-election months later, a military serv- 

~ice-avoiding president re-elected over a 
Vietnam veteran. 

But good documentary-makers, just like 
good journalists, don’t forget. In the Jun 
25 issue of The New Yorker, an article by 
Seymour Hersh based on interviews with 
chief investigator General Antonio Taguba 


examined what Donald Rumsfeld and oth- 
ers knew and hid about Abu Ghraib. A 
general said, “the abused detainees were 
‘only Iragis’”; officials didn’t seem to have 
read Taguba’s report before meeting him; 
a military superior refused to see photo- 
graphs of the abuse: “'! don’t want to get 
involved by looking, because what do you 
do with that information, once you know 
what they show?’” 

The prison shown in the HBO-produced 
doc Ghosts of Abu Ghraib is where 
Hussein's regime had tortured and 
hanged inmates. As director/producer 
Rory Kennedy and writer/producer Jack 
Youngelson diligently show, the hellish 
compound was occupied by a force just 
as savage. 

The film begins with footage of the 
1961 experiments by Dr Milgram in which 
people were given permission to shock 
others. “Who's going to take responsibili- 
ty?" one of the shockers asks. A few bad 
apples were blamed for Abu Ghraib, but 
the nightmare could never have happened 
without a political network and military 
culture rotten at their cores. 

Until an investigation finally delves 
into ultimate responsibility or creeps up 
the chain of command, Ghosts of Abu 


Ghraib is the next best thing. This grip- 
ping procedural builds—with frightening- 
ly cold recollections and sickening 
images—a file on Abu Ghraib that’s 
stuffed with more evidence of terror than 
has ever come out of Guantanamo. 

The film first traces the skirting of war 
rules and human rights statutes by the 
Bush Administration. A 2002 memo rede- 
fined torture as only acts causing organ 
failure or near-death. Rumsfeld signed off 
on harsher interrogation tactics at Guan- 
tanamo. 

Negligence, callousness, detachment 
and denial trickled down. Soldiers were 
turned, without training, into prison 
guards shortly before the jail population 
exploded; contractors’ pressure and Mili- 
tary Intelligence took over, suggesting tor- 
ture and abuse methods be used in a 
prison where at least 75 per cent were 
innocent civilians. 

Not until the end, perhaps, will you 
realize that most of the soldiers being 
interviewed spent time in jail for their 
part in the atrocities. There is a numb- 
ness behind their words. Sabrina Hart- 
man, unconcerned, holds a photo of her 
giving the thumbs-up beside the corpse of 
Manadel al-Jamadi. Roman Krol looks 


haunted but says he is merely trying to 
forget what happened. 

The photos of debasement and humili- 
ation, the new normal in a place where 
“You started to forget what you saw the 
day before, because the next day would 
just be worse,” was just the tip of the 
trashpile. Hersh writes that pictures of 
worse incidents never got out; the film 
points out that worse abuses happened in 
the interrogation room. 

Fragments of former prisoners’ faces are 
shown as they talk; one lost his father to 
the after-effects of torture. The prisoners 
interviewed for Ghosts were released with- 
out charge, abandoned to their memories. 

The key link between Guantanamo and 
Abu Ghraib is Major General Geoffrey 
Miller, the commanding officer at the 
Cuba base who apparently went and 
“Gitmo-ized” Abu Ghraib, giving the go- 
ahead to brutalize prisoners in the Iraq 
prison. He appears in the Swedish docu- 
mentary Gitmo, shot from 2002 to 2005 
and recently released on disc. It begins as 
a true-story companion to Michael Win- 
terbottom’s The Road to Guantanamo 
(based on the experiences of innocent 
Englishmen in the prison). Directors Erik 
Gandini and Tarik Saleh look into the case 


of Swedish citizen Mehti, kept at Camp 
Delta for two years. 

Gitmo treads some of the same ground 
as Ghosts, sometimes more labouriously 
and unsteadily. But there are hints that 
Miller's predecessor, Rick Baccus, was 
removed for being too nice. An interroga- 
tor and a freed prisoner talk of dogs, chill- 
ing AC, sleep deprivation, sonic torment, 
slaps, sexual humiliation and other meth- 
ods-{which the interrogator says never 
elicits decent intelligence) that were 
essentially okayed by Miller and Rums- 
feld after prisoners refused to talk in the 
fall of 2002. 

Ultimately, an overwhelming sense of 
pain beyond words seeps past the official 
line. A war where contract mercenaries 
are brought in means a war of shadows, 
secrets and abandoned Geneva Conven- 
tions. The film leaves us with Mehti’s 
silence and dull stare, and the collective 
murmur of prisoners floating into the night 
over a media liaison’s empty rhetoric. 

Today, there's talk of Gitmo being 
closed. But Miller has already been pro- 
moted and received a medal from the 
President. And the US military has still 
not released the number of deaths at Abu 
Ghraib. w 
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All the cultural sensitivity of interracial porn 
THE WHITE MASAI|S ONLY INTERESTED IN THE FIRST HALF OF ITS TITLE 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 


onsider: in 1986, Swiss clothes 
designer Corinne 
Hoffman travelled to 
Kenya with her Pegi: < 

ecame fascinated by a 
and man and returned to hosts 
live with him. The marriage eventual- 
ly soured and she left husband 
Lketinga for good, returning to 
switzerland with their daughter. 
Later, she wrote a book about her 
experience as a “White Masai” that 
became a huge bestseller in Germany 
and beyond. 

Is this: a) European colonialism 
meets Jerry Springer? b) A cross- 
cultural romance ripe for commercial 
exploitation? c) International child 
abduction? 

The answer, from the evidence of 
The White Masai, is d) all of the 
above. 

in the movie adaptation, Carola 
(Nina Hoss) is entranced by a man in 
traditional dress while in Mombasa 
with her boyfriend. She remains to 
track him down. The man;te 
(Jacky Ido), is a Masai warrior SH 
lives in the savannah of the Samburu 
game reserve, where the community 
herds goats. 

The story, unfolding as dully as a 
connect-the-plot-points picture on a 
kids’ menu, is always being sucked 
towards a black hole, that massive 
incomprehensibility of why this 
woman would do this. 

The White Masai wants to explain 
Carola’s obsession as soft-lit romance 
(straining, swelling music; lovers run 
to each other in slo-mo) and African 
adventure/travelogue, but it can’t 
hide a darker answer: sexual exoti- 
cism, bordering on racist fetish. 
Remember Leni Riefenstahl? The 
notorious Nazi-era director of 
Olympia and Triumph of the Will later 
lived with and photographed Sudan’s 
Nuba people, particularly wrestlers. 
As Susan Sontag noted, those photos, 
like the films, composed a fascist take 
on the body—as a beautifully cruel 
monument to the power of innate, 
superior strength—within the frame of 
an anthropological study. 


THE ALM IS ALL about physical fasci- 
nation. It starts with bodies on a 
beach. When Carola tracks down 
Lemalian, they go to a room and have 
, Sex without a word. Carola gazes at 
naked Masai men bathing. Carola and 
Lemalian stare at each other. And ina 
scene shot like interracial porn, the 
Superior white woman has the black 
man make love to her properly. 
Carola’s told that women are treated 
as second to the goats, but Lemalian’s 
often shown talking to other women in 
the tribe. We don’t know who they are 
and what they're saying, though, since 
their dialogue isn’t subtitled, which 
here only makes the Masai seem more 
puzzling and shadowy, while our 
struggling white protagonist is all the 
more heroic and reliable. 
Except Carola asserts herself in a 
thoughtlessly stubborn, outsider way. 
She never bothers to be strong within 


FAI JULY 6 SUM JULY 8 (7 PM); 
SAT JULY 7, MOM JULY 9 (9 PM) 


SAl 
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STARRING NINA HOSS & JACKY 100 
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the culture in which she’s a visible 
minority of one. She rarely adapts or 
defers to this very different and wel- 
coming people. The White Masai is 
interested in the White part of its title, 
but not the Masai culture, family and 
beliefs unless they upset Carola. 
They're just not important enough on 
their own. 

Carola leaves after Lemalian has 
another fit of jealousy, but the film 


PREVUE 


never suggests his paranoia may 
have been influenced by the drug 
khat (as was perhaps the case with 
Lketinga). Both Carola’s and Hof- 
mann’s departure essentially involve 
child abduction—removing a daugh- 
ter from her father and community. 
So much for bridging two very differ- 
ent cultures. 

But it’s only Hofmann’s version, her 
point of view that matters, and it's 
made her millions, with two subse- 
quent books and now this film. The 
White Masai can try to hide its racist 
superiority and colonialism behind a 
love-dumb facade, but why should 
Hofmann profit any more from her 
skull-numbing naiveté? When Paris 
Hilton sells a kazillion copies of her 
jailhouse memoir, In A Cell Without My 
Cell, that will be crime enough. v 
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-Kim Voynar, CINEMATICAL 


a film by ray lawrence 


| pare te: Fan 


From ps Director of LANTANA 


atte THURSDAY (TONIGHT! LAST CHANCE 10 SEE... 
GUY MADDIN’S 
BRAND UPON THE BRAIN! 
MADDIN SHORTS 7PM! 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operite 
qm 


> wittt Ure support oF 


il des Arts 


GA fr pr ations 


4§ WweWweEKLY UY 5 - UY 11,2007 


Jindabyne almost Carvers off more 
than it can chew 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
here are literary adaptations 
that attempt, fre- 


quently in vain, to Ni 


follow their material to the 

letter. There are others that 

instead attempt to seize THIS RODKS 
exclusively upon the essence of a liter- 
ary work, discarding whatever doesn’t 
live onscreen, and forge something 
fresh, decidedly cinematic and entirely 
its own thing, while remaining unmis- 
takably linked to its source. 

But there are still others that see in 
a work of literature a kernel of some- 
thing fundamentally separate from the 
intentions of the original author. 
Adapted by Beatrix Christian and 
directed by Ray Lawrence, Jindabyne 
is a deeply interesting, brave, rather 
profound and very well-crafted exam- 
ple of this last variation on the paths 
from text to film, even if its ambitions 
perhaps push the source material a 
tad farther than it seems capable of 
travelling. 

Raymond Carver's chillingly memo- 
rable short story “So Much Water So 
Close to Home”—which was filmed 
previously, and extremely differently, 
as one of the interlocking segments in 
Robert Altman’s 1993 Carver antholo- 
gy Short Cuts—concerns a group of 
fishing buddies who discover the 
corpse of a young woman adrift in a 
river near their remote campsite. A 
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JINDABYNE 

DIRECTED BY RAY LAWRENCE 

WRITTEN BY BEATRD CHRISTIAN 
STARRING LAURA LINNEY GABRIEL BRE, 
CHRIS HAWOOD & DEBORRAE FURNESS 


long, daunting hike lies between the 
men and their vehicles or any other 
useful tool of civilization that might 
facilitate the report and recovery of 
the dead woman. Weighing their 
options —and seduced by the idyllic 
weather and fishing conditions—the 
men decide to stabilize the body, try 
to ignore it and enjoy their weekend, 
and report it-once their trip is com- 
plete. She’s already dead, they ration- 
alize, so what's another day or two? 

Jindabyne lifts Carver's morbid 
dilemma from its Pacific Northwest 
setting, placing it within a rugged cor- 
ner of New South Wales, which 
makes for a visually handsome and 
evocative setting whose distinctive 
topography adds generously to the 
film’s thematic layers. Not content 
with simply transplanting the tale, 
however, the film takes several more 
liberties: the couple at the heart of 
Jindabyne turn out not to be Aus- 
tralians but, curiously, an American 
and an Irishman. Claire and Stewart 
(the beautifully matched, equally 
brooding Laura Linney and Gabriel 
Byrne) are in a sense outsiders not 
only in their adopted country but to 
each other, the scenario suddenly 
emphasizing all that separates them 
in terms of sensibility, morality and 
even gender. 
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FINAL CUT PRO 
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with Wes Borg 


THINGS ARE EXTRAPOLATED further 


still by the unambiguous depiction of 
the woman’s killer, a peripheral, qui- 
etly menacing figure who we meet 
from the start but know precious lit- 
tle about. But most conspicuous of 
all these alterations is the victim's 
status as an Aboriginal, a fact that 
doesn’t fail to colour a single 
response to the men’s dubious deci- 
sion once it’s made public. It’s this 
nagging issue of race —would the 
men have waited if the girl was 
white?—that finally takes Jindabyne 
to a place far beyond Carver's spare 
little tale of male virility, negligence 
and hidden, misogynistic spite, turn- 
ing it into something that’s not only 
more outwardly political, but also, 
oddly enough, a sort of ghost story. 

The spiritual elements of Jindabyne 
are best served in their more subtle 
forms of expression, especially the 
elegant, phantom-like camerawork 
and editing—Lawrence has only made 
two other features in his two-decade 
career, yet this dearth of productivity 
does not seem to have dulled his 
instincts for provocative camera 
placement, fluid transitions and smart 
levels of narrative disclosure. 

The film feels somewhat more 
overcooked in its long road to a heavy 
resolution that’s probably not all that 
necessary. What Lawrence and Christ- 
ian, Linney and Byrne and everyone 
else in Jindabyne really nail is how 
they pull threads of imagery and ten- 
sion and emotional complication from 
Carver's impressionistic prose. It’s 
much harder, and not very advisable, 
to concoct more story than Carver 
already offered to begin with. v 
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BLACK BOOK infamous director Paul Ver- 

haeven (Robocop, Starship Troopers) 
returned to his native Holland to craft this 
tale about a Jewish singer who attempts 
to spy on the Nazis for the Dutch resist- 
ance during World War Il. Read Josef 
Braun's review on page 44. 


| CAN'T SLEEP Lintrus director Claire 
Denis’ employs her typically moody style 
to tell the story of a Lithuanian actress 
looking for work in Paris. As she struggles 
to get by, she comes across a musician 
trying to make it as a single father and 
his drag queen brother, who harbours a 
terrible secret. STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY THE- 
ANRE WED, JUL 11, 6:30PM 


JINDABYNE Based on Raymond Carver's 
short story “So Much Water So Close To 
Home,” Jindabyne stars Laura Linney and 
Gabriel Byme as a couple vacationing in the 
Australian outback who discover the body 
of a young girl—but don't tell anyone about 
it until they get back. Read Josef Braun's 
review on page 46. ZEIDLER HALL THE CITADEL: FA, 
JULE. SUN, JUL 9:30PM; SAT, JUL 7, MON, JUL, 7PM 


LICENSE TO WED Robin Williams stars as 
feverend Frank, the meddling family spir- 
itual advisor set to make newly engaged 
couple Mandy Moore and John Krasinki's 
life a living hell with his patented pre- 
marriage course. 


THE STUDENT PRINCE The Edmonton 
Film Society's Noteworthy Musicals sum- 
mer program continues with director 
Richard Thorpe’s 1954 operetta about a 
stuffy prince who gets the arrogance 
knocked out of him by a trip to college, to 
see how the other half lives. Starring 
Mario Lanza, Ann Blyth and Edmund Pur- 
dom. ROYALALBEATA MUSEUM: MON, JULS, 8PM 


TRANSFORMERS The Autobots wage 
their battle to destroy the evil forces of 
the Decepticons in Michael Bay's update 
of a1980s toy cartoon. With a fairly large 
human cast, ranging from Shia Lebouf to 
Jon Voight, just how much screen time 
will the robots get? Read Bryan Birtles's 
Teview on page 48. 


THE WHITE MASAI Based on fashion 
designer Corinne Hoffman’s memoirs, 
director Hermine Huntgeburth directs this 
story about a European woman who falls 
in love with a Masai warrior while touring 
around Kenya, only to have the relation- 
ship go sour. Read Brian Gibson's review 
on page 45. ZEIDLER HALL THE CITADEL; FAL JUL 6, 
SUN. JUL, JPME SAT, JUL 7, MON, JUL 9, 8:30PM 
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CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St. 463-5451. 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, JULY 5 


THE INVISIBLE 
(14A) Thu 2:20, 4:30, 7:30, 10:00 


DISTURBIA 

(14A) Thu 1:20, 4:05, 7:00, 9:20 
GEORGIA RULE 
(14A, mature themes, 
1:55, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30 
BLADES OF 


(PG, crude content, not recommended for 
young children) Thu 2:10, 4:55, 7:35, 1015 


tor HOGS 
i, COerse: ngere not recommended for 
young children) 2:00, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40 


PREMONITION 
(PG, scenes not recommended 
for oR Thu 2:05, 4:20, 7:40, 


10:10 


Sexual content) Thu 


SHOOTER 
(18A) Thu 1:40, 4:15, 6:50, 9:25 


ARE WE DONE YET 
(G) Thu 2:15, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45 


PERFECT STRANGER 
(14A) Thu 1245, 7:25 


FRACTURE 
(14A) Thu 4:35, 9:50 


aoe TO TERABITHIA 


Pe Teg kea or ae 220, 
os, 7A5, 


300 
Mle gory scenes) Thu 1;50, 4:40, 7:10, 


NEXT. ar 

(14) Thu 1:30, 4:00, 7:50, 10505" 
Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 

DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, JULY 5_ 


THE INVISIBLE 

(14A) Thu 1:30, 4:20, 6:50, 9:15 
DISTURBIA 

(14A) Thu 1:35, 4:30, 7:05, 9:30 
GEORGIA RULE 

(14A, mature themes, sexual content) Thu 


1:25, 4:15, 7:10, 9:45 


BLADES OF GLORY 
(PG, crude content, not recommended for 
young children) Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:25, 9:55 


hapa not recommended for 
young children) 1:40, 4:25, 7:15, 9:25 


VACANCY 
(144, brutal violence, disturbing content, not 
recommended for chidren) Thu 1:45, 4:55, 
7:40, 10:10 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA 
(PG, eet id children) Thu 1:55, 


300 

(18A, gory scenes) Thu 7:20, 9:50 
NEXT 

(14A) Thu 2:05, 4:45, 7:35, 10:00 
ARE WE DONE YET 

(G) Thu 2:10, 4:35, 7:00, 9:20 


TMNT 
(PG) Thu 2:15, 5:00 


EONS 

jenin not recommend 
Ma eee Ghidren) Tha Thu 1:20, 4:15, 
7:30, 9: 


SHOOTER 
(18A) Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
SICKO 
(PG) Daily 12:10, 3:10, 6:30, 9:15 


TRANSFORMERS 
(PG, violence, not recommended for 


joung children, no passes) Dally 12:00, 
1:20, 6:40, 10:00 

EVENING 

(PG, coarse lang! ) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu. 


12:20, 3:00, 6:20, 9:00; Tue 12:20, 3:00, 
9:40 


LICENSE TO WED 
(PG, ieoaree language) Daly 1300, 4:00, 
7:20, 9:41 

FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SIL- 
VER SURFER 

{PG, frightening scenes) Daily 1:20, 4:20 


FILM LISTINGS & 


fyorgentey 


Lente 


1408 
(14A, frightening scenes) Daily 7:30, 10:10 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 

(G) Fri-Sun Tue 1:10, 4:30, 7:40, 10:05; 
1:10, 4:30, 10:05; Wed-Thu 1:10, 

4:30 

RATATOUILLE 

She Passes) Daily 12:45, 4:10, 7:15, 


LIVE FREE OR DIE 


414A, violence, no wo) bay 125, 
NO passes) 
30, 7:10, 10; © 


(ax conual content) FT 12:40, 
fue 3:35, 
6:45, 9:30; Wed-Thu 6:45, 9:30. 


ee: POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
ee erties 
3:45, 7200, 10:15 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 
(G) Fri-Tue 12:50, 3:00, 6:40, 9:00 


, Violence, not recommended for young 
children) Fri-Tue 12:15, 3:5, 8:00; Wed- 
Thu 12:15, 8:00, 3:45 


1408 
(144, frightening scenes) Fri-Tue 1:00, 
3:20, 7:10, 9:20; Wed-Thu 9:20 


KNOCKED UP 
(18A, sexual content) Fri-Tue 12:20, 4:00, 
6:55, 9:45; Wed-Thu 12:20, 4:00, 6:50 


LICENSE TO WED 


9:40, 10:10 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(14A, violence) Fri-Tue 12:10, 3:50, 6:50, 
9:50; Wed-Thu 12:50, 4:20, 6:55, 9:55 


Lerche hi SG h 
YEG, Pioftentig scenes) Fi fue 1:20, 3:30, 
7:30, 9:55; Wed-Thu 1:10, SUE, 7:30, 9:50 


RATATOUILLE 
(G) Fri-Tue 12:40, 3:15, 7:05, 9:35; Wed- 
Thu 7:05, 9:35, 12:45, 3:20 


HABER ROE TSUN gE Covent 
eaera Scores, not recommended 


Deadene Tos WODe Wed-thu 12 2:00, 


Saat, 00, 3: 3:90, 6:0, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


ro passes) Daly 12:00, say 1200 1220, a. 


3:45, 6:45, 7:15, 10:00, 10:30 


LUCENSE TO WED 

(PG, coarse language} Daily 1:00, 4:30, 
7-20, 10:10 

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 

(14A, violence, no passes) Daily 12-10, 
3:10, 6-50, 10-20 

RATATOUILLE 

(G, no passes) Dally 12:40, 3:55, 7:05, 9:50 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 
(G) Dally 12:25, 3:35, 6:35, 9:40 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SILVER 
SURFER 


(PG, irk 
7.00, 9% 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN 

(PG) Fri-Tue 4:00, 7:10, 9:55 


soanes) Fri-Tue 12:15, 3:00, 


KNOCKED UP 
(18A, sexual content) Dally 12:20, 3:25, 
6:40, 10:05. 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
Pia 
nied for young 


Dany 230, 6:15, 2:45 


(PG) Fri-Tue 1:15 

HABE aE a Tee eer 
THE PHOENIX 

(PG, 

for young chidren, no 


Wednesday) Wed-Thu 11:45, D6, 3:00, 
3:30, 6:30, 7:00, 9:45, 10:15 


PGARNEAU 
8712-109 St, 439-0728 


BLACK BOOK 
ie violence) Daily 6:50, 9:30; Sat, 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
LICENSE TO WED 
coarse language) Fi Mon-Thu 7:10, 
Jes: StS Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:05, 7:10, 9:35 


not recommended 
5 10, 930: Sat-Sun 
Thu 7:45 


FILM 


THe eos Mon 45, 6:45, 9: 18 
A MIGHTY HEART 
(14A) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05, 


( , 9:25; Sat-Sun 
1:20, 3:40, 7:05, 9:25 


IRACIE 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:35; Sat-Sun 1:35, 
210, 6:35 


DAY WATCH 
(144, violence) Daily 9:40 


APNE 
{14A, subtitled) Fri Mon-Thu 6:30, 8:45; 
Sat-Sun 3:20, 6:30, 8:45 


a cere FROM HER 

Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:20; Seen os, 7:00, 9:20 
WAITRESS 


(PG, sexual content, mature themes) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:15, 
7:25, 9:45 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 456-9622 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 
(G) Fri-Tue 12:50, 2:45, 7:05 


KNOCKED UP 
(18A, =t eet Fri-Tus 4:40, 9:00 


LIVE FRI DIE HARD 
(aA, vores} Hts 120, 3:55, 6:35, 
9:10; Wed-Thbu 1:20, 3:55, 6:35, 9:15 


NANCY DREW 
(PG) Fri-Tue 1:10, 3:05, 7:15 


1408 
(14A, frightening scenes) Fri-Tue 5:05, 9:15 
RATATOUILLE 


(G) Fri-Tue 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:30; 
Wed-Thu 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:30 


(PG, violence, not recommended for young 
Chikdiren) Fri-Tue 1:00, 3:45, 6:25, 9:05; 
Wed-Thu 1:05, 3:45, 6:20, 9:05 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 

Wed-Thu 12:40, 1:10, 
2:25, 4:00, 5:00, 6:45, 7:45, 9:25 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St. Leduc, 986-2728 


RATATOUILLE 
pekeoan 9:25; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:30 


doarse language) Daly 7:05, 9:15; Sat 
00,3 3:20 


(PG, violence, not recommended for young 
So Daily 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:50, 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(14A, violence) Fri-Tue 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
12:55, 3:35 


scenes, not recommended 
) Wed July 11 12:55, 


fh 
for yo. ug cre 
340, 6:55, 9:40 
MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 


Camrose. 780-606-2144 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(14, violence} Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun, 
Tus, Thu 1:55 


(PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children) Daily 7:30; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 1:50 
RATATOUILLE 


ee a 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tus, Thu 2:00 


Soaron language) Daly 7:05 8:15; Sat, 
cin 


(AN ALMIGHTY 
non ?00, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:05 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 


scenes, not recommended 
lor me chien) Opens Wednesday July 
11; Wed- Thu 7:30; Thu 1:55 
MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St. Spruce Grove, 972-2332. 


RATATOUILLE 
Se flies Sa 1:00, 
10 


9628-1014 Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


THE WHITE MASAI 
(STO) Fri, Sun 7:00; Sat. Mon 9:30 


JINDABYNE 
(STC) Fri, Sun 9:90; Sat, Mon 7:00 


SHAMELESS: THE ART OF DISABILITY 
(STC) Thu 7:00 


ART FROM THE STREETS 
(STC) Thu 9:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 197th Avenue, 732-2223 
LICENSE TO WED 


coarse mec Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 
fay 2:30, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15; Tue 5:15, 


ra 


An. 


ae 10:15; Star and Strollers screening: Tus 


RATATOUILLE 
(G, no passes) Dally 1:00, 3:50, 7:00, 9:55 


SICKO 
(PG) Daly 12:30, 3:20, 6:45, 9:30 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 


(14A, Vidlence, no passes} 12°15, 1:30, 
3:20, 4:50, 6:40, 7:40, 9:40, 10:40 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 
(G) Daily 12:20, 2:40, 5:20, 750, 10:10 
1408 


(144, frightening scenes) Fri-Wed 1:50, 
5:10, 8:00, 10:35; Thu 1:50, 10:25 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SILVER 
SURFER 


(PG, frightening scenes) Daily 12:45, 3:10, 
5230, 8:10, 10:25 


SURF'S UP 

(G) Fri-Tue 1:40 

OCEAN'S THIRTEEN 

(PG) Fri-Tue 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 


KNOCKED UP 
Me orate he Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 


Wolence, not recommended 
children) Daily 1:15, 5:00, 8:45 
SHREK THE THIRD 
(PG) Fri-Tue 12:00, 2:20, 4:40 


(PG, Violence, not recommended for young: 
children, no 3) Dally 11:45, 12:30, 3:15, 
4:00, 20, 7:15, 9:50, 10:30 
ee 

THE PHOENIX 

, frightening: . 

for young chikdren, no passes, 

Wednesday) Wed-Thu 11:30, 12:45, Sas, 
4:15, 6:15, 70, 9:30, 10:45 


103ST-82 Ave, 433-0725 
eos Pais 
(Coarse language, mature themes) 
6:50, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:00 
A MIGHTY HEART 
(144, coerse language) Dally 7:00, 9:10; Sat. 
Sun 230 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
(PG, violence, not recommended for young 
Children, no passes, digital) Fri-Tue 12:15, 
3:45, 7:10, 7:45, a5, 10:36, 11:00; Wed-Thu 
12:15, 3:45, 7:10, 10:30; Dally 1:15, 4:30, 
7:45, 11:00 
RATATOUILLE 
(G, no passes, digtal) Day 12:10, 3:15, 
7:15, 1010 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(14A Violence, no passes, digital) Daily 1:00, 
4:15, 7:40, 10:50 


eg a a 
PG ightering somes, ‘scanes, not recommended 
for young chikdren, digital) (MAX Fri-Sun 
12:00, 330, 7:00, 10:00 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
(PG, volence, not recommended for 
chien, cigital) Dally 12:20, 4:20, 8:15 
UCENSE TO WED 


(PG, coarse Fr-Tue Thu 
1:30, 4:40, 7:25, 9:50; Wed 1:00, 4:40, 
7:25, 8:50 


1408 
(14, frightening scenes, digits) Dally 12:50, 
3:40, 7;50, 10:40 


KNOCKED UP 
(184, sexual content, digital) Daly 12:45, 
4:10, 7:20, 10:20 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 
{G, digital) Daly 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9-30 
SHREK 


THE THIRD 
(PG, digital) Fri-Tus 12:00, 2:30, 4:50 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SILVER 
SURFER 
(PG, frightening scanes, digita) Daly 1:40, 
4:50, 8:00, 1040 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN 
(PG, digital) Fri-Tue 3:20, 6:45, 10:15 


NANCY DREW 

(PG, digital) Fri-Tue 12:40 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 

THE PHOENIX 
Scanes, Not recommended 

for young children, no passes, digts!) Tue 

12:10; Wed-Thu 11:30, 12:30, 3:00, 4:00, 

6:90, 7:30, 9:45, 10:45; IMAX Tus 

12:01; Wed-Thu 12:00, 3: . 7:00, 10:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


Daly 12:30, 1:30, 3:15, 4:15, 
45, 720, ‘30, 10:10 


SICKO 
(PG) Dally 12:50, 3:40, 6:50, 9:50 


(PG, coarse language) Fri-Tue 2:00, 4:45, 
7:30, 10:15 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 
{G) Daty 1:10, 4:10, 7: 
1408 
(144, frightening scenes) Daily 1 
7-45, 1020 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SILVER 
SURFER 


2,420 


(PG, frightening scenes} Daly 12:20, 2:50 / 
520, :10, 1020 | 
NANCY DREW | 
(PG) Daly 1:15 


OCEAN'S THIRTEEN 
(PG) Daly 330, 7:15, 10:00 | 


SURFS UP 
(G) Fr-Tue 1210 


KNOCKED UP 
(184, sexual content) 
10,40 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT } 
WORLD'S END | 
(PG, Violence, not recommended for young 

Ghiren) Dav 12:00, 3245 


SHREK THE THIRD 

(PG) Fetus 11:50, 2:10, 4: 
TRANSFORMERS 

(PG, violence, not recommended for young 
Children, no passes) Daily 11:45, 1:45, 
Spat 5:00, 6:30, 7-30, 8: 
1 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 

(PG, fnightening scenes, not recommended 
for young chikdren) micnight, pesses: Tue 
12:01; Wed-The 11:30 2:45, 
3:45, 4:45, 6:00, 7:00, 


Daily 1:40, 4:40, 7:40 


0, &40, 9:10 


(14A. gory scenes, coarse language} Daly 
2:15, 4:45, 7:00, 9:35 

HOSTEL PART fi 
(18A gory soanes 
ing contend Daiy 2 
(144) Fi Mon-Thu 
Sat-Sun 12:30, 
BUG 

(144, Gsarting content) Daly 


(144) Fn Mon-Thu 3:00 
Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:00, 5 
GEORGIA RULE 
14A, mature theme, seaci content) 
205, 655 

LUCKY YOU 

(PG, coarse language} Daily 2:0 


EVAN ALMIGH Y 

(Gj FreSun 1:00, 3:15, 7:15, 9:25; Mon-Tue 
S15, 7:15, 9.25 

RATATOUILLE | 
(G. no passes) Fri-Sun Wed-Thu 12:45. | 
$30, 7:00, 9-35; Mon-Tue 3:30, 7:00, 9:35 ie 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT ~ 


WORLD'S END 

(PG, violence, riot recommended for young: 
chidren) Fr-Surr '2-30, $00, 7:30. ene 
4:00, 7: 780; Wed Thu 12:30, 4:00, 7 


10. Sats 6:50, 925 


(1) 790-352-3922 


RATATOUILLE 
(G) Day 7:00, 9.25; Sat Sun 1:10, $30 


not recommended 
yi 12:55, 3:40, &:55, S40 
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a7 


PLUS: 

e Variety entertainment on TELUS Stage 

* Peking Acrobats presented by Mosaik MasterCard BMO Bank 
of Montreal 

... and so much more! 


a 
Capital EX. 


Edmonton's Biggest Summer Celebration 


Fe Mis ; For more details on our entertainment lineup visit 
And don't miss these special shows at Rexall Place: 


e Dancing With the Stars — The Tour*, July 21 capitalex.ca 
e Walking With Dinosaurs — The Live Experience’, 
July 25 — 28. Uy 
"Tickets available at Ticketmaster and include gate admission to 
NORTHLANDS 


Edmonton's Capital EX. 


For big midway fun, pick up the 


Ride-All-Day’ Pass for just $35 


*On sale until July 18th only. Available at capitalex.ca. via phone at 780.451.8000 or at participating JCA Soveys [: q 


BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
he closest I ever got to the 
Transformers when I 


was a kid was this wi) 


one toy that my mom 

brought home for me one 

day that changed from a WES 
fighter jet into a robot. Sounds like a 
Transformer alright, but it wasn’t. The 
thing broke in about 20 minutes, 
which is when | discovered that the 
box it came in actually said Transfor- 
mar: More is Meeting Your Eyes. It 
was a knock-off, and it soured me on 
toys that changed shape for years. | 
didn’t even like those cars that 
changed colour when you breathed 
on them. 

So when I went to the Transform- 
ers it was with some trepidation. | 
was worried that the legions of fan- 
boys would sniff me out and gang up 
on me. I could probably take one or 
two nerds, but a whole theatre would 
be pushing it. 

So I brought a nerd to protect me. It 
was humiliating. 

Anyways, the movie centres 
around the ever-continuing battle 
between the Autobots, led by Optimus 
Prime, and the Decepticons, led by 
Megatron. Disney Channel star Shia 
LaBeouf stars as highschooler Sam 
Witwicky whose grandfather’s glasses 
hold the key to finding the All Spark— 
which is this giant cube that both 
groups of robots are vying for control 
of, because controlling it will win 
them the war. So the Autobots are try- 
ing to get the All Spark and save the 
human race while the Decepticons 


Transformers: GM 
Ad in Disguise 


NOW PLAYING 


TRANSFORMERS 

DIRECTED BY MICHAEL BAY 

WRITTEN BY ROBERT ORCI, ALEX KURTZMAN, 
JOHN ROGERS 

STARRING SIA LABEOUE, MEGAN FOX, 

JOSH DUHAMEL TYRESE GIBSOM, JON VOIGHT, 
PETER CULLEN, HUGO WEAVING 


are trying to get it and destroy the 
human race. 


IF YOU'RE LIKE ME ana you don’t 
have any idea why these robots are 
fighting each other, you might get a 
little lost in the plot intricacies, 
unless you bring your own nerd to 
explain it. Nonetheless, you can €as- 
ily enjoy this movie for the action 
alone if you follow the first rule of 
watching action movies: don’t ask 
questions. Shit’s gonna go down, 
some other shit's gonna blow up and 
in the end, when it’s all over, you 
can cheer the good guys. And a lot 
of cool shit goes down. 

The worst part about this movie— 
something I’m sure nerds everywhere 
are currently complaining about in 
their blogs—is that all of the Autobois 
were basically an advertisement for 
GM cars. You've got one who is 4 
Hummer, another who is a Peterbilt, 4 
brand new Camaro, a Pontiac Solstice 
and a GMC Pickup. It was totally bla- 
tant and made me feel slimy, but. 
since the original cartoon was bas!- 
cally just a commercial for kids toys 
maybe it’s only fitting that a live 
action version is a commercial fo! 
adult toys. W 


ROBOTS 
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The Bebop Cowboys tip a hat to 
the past and go down swinging 


‘epeN MUNRO / aden@vueweekly.com 
{ en you look at this stuff, 
it’s really a part of our 
social history in Canada, 
and we tend not to look back,” says 
steve Briggs, guitarist for the Bebop 
cowboys. He's noting the role that 
western swing music played in Cana- 
dian culture during the 1930s, ‘40s and 
‘60s, when dance halls were a place 
for musicians and audiences to come 
together for a night of escape from the 
drudgeries of life. 


THU, JUL12(8 PM) 


THE BEBOP COWBOYS 
Tne NORWOOD LEGION (11150 —82 AVE $18 


While the country’s cultural land- 
cape has certainly evolved through- 
ut the years, with western swing 
lipping away from the mainstream, 
riggs and the Bebop Cowboys have 
pent three albums doing their part to 
ring the genre back into the hearts of 
Canadians, the band’s stated goal 
ver since forming after Briggs and 
ocalist/harp player Howard Willett 
et at their kids’ daycare and discov- 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 

his week Jason Plumb and 

the Willing will bring a selec- 

tion of vocal-heavy pop ballads 
to a different kind of music venue: the 
Roxy Theatre. Though it’s a bit unusu- 
al, Plumb says that with a preference 
for melody over spine-shattering 
dance beats, playing a venue like the 
Roxy makes sense. 
“This record is pretty listen-y 
Music,” explains Plumb. “It’s not really 
dance music, so the Roxy is the right 
Spot to do this kind of thing, especial- 
ly having a full string section.” 
Featuring members of the Edmon- 
ton Symphony Orchestra, Plumb’s 
classical companions number eight— 
Wo cellos, two violas and four vio- 
ins—but on Beauty in this World, 
lumb's latest release, the strings 
corded two final passes, effectively 
Teating a 16-piece section. 
The strings added lyrical voice to 
tunes that already had an almost over- 
OWering sense of melody to them— 
ad that's just the way Plumb likes it. 

These days, with the hip-hop 


ered that they shared a mutual love of 
western swing. 

“We said it would be great to go 
see western swing and we realized 
that the only way we'd be able to see 


SAT JULI. Pl 
JASON PLUMB 


AND THE WILLING 
WITH JAMES MURDOCH 
THEROXY THEATRE, S25 


movement and everything, we're a 
culture that’s driven by beat, rather 
than melody,” offers Plumb. “I’ve 
always been a sucker for melody, and 
1 think it’s because of the kind of 
music that was played around my 
house as I was growing up.” 


PLUMB'S CHILDHOOD IDOLS can defi- 
nitely be heard on Beauty—not that 
it’s an album of covers or anything. 
Rather, Plumb tries to capture the feel 


bod 
— 
co 
c 
[= 


it is if we formed a band and went 
out and did it ourselves, so we put 
together a residency on a Wednesday 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 55 


Plumb and the Willing search for 
eauty in this World 


of his favourite music without resort- 
ing to outright mimicry. 

"i'm going for vocal-heavy, ballady, 
catchy songs with a lot of string and 
yocal embellishment,” he explains. “I 
like a lot of Elton john and old Bee 
Gees.” 

A veteran of the Canadian music 
scene, Plumb has played many gigs in 
Edmonton before, and has developed 
a loyal following in Capital City. 

“Edmonton has always embraced 
me as a singer-songwriter. Whenever 
I've come into town I've always been 
supported by a lot of great people,” he 
says. “I think it’s an under-appreciated 
city as far as music goes. It’s a very 
musical place." ¥ 


MUSIC 


#TA ial 


part 


chimaire — Even TIME{DIE 


Ip 


(OWS) 


AMOD 
AMARTH 


ye. PROSTHET 


AOL 


_ SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


LIMITED TIX AT MEGATUNES AND FS WEM STARTING TUE 1 


fk vue 


traustkill 


iawacont $ 


SATURDAY JULY 28 


EDMONTON AB - DOORS 1 PM - SHOW 2 PM 


451-6000 iWIAFINIS > CM 


YECRO darkest hour 


JULY 5 - JULY 11 2007 


ww 


with RED 1 oF THE RASCALZ 
plus DJs KWAKE & HARMAN B 


FRIDAY JULY 13 


EDMONTON EWENT CENTRE 


ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 
DOORS 8 PM- 18+ 1D REQUIRED 


Qh jaf = ————avvierevarcen 


BUILT ™ SPILL 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


SEPTEMBER 29 
STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM - LICENSED ND MINORS 
UXUATTOATS COM 


ticketmaster ca 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; Spm 


BUND PIG Moosehead Thursday New 
Aga opan stage hosted by West of 
Winnipeg 

CASTLE ROCK PUB Hank Lionheart 
and A Fist Full Of Blues; Spm-2am: no 
cover 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Albarta Crude, 6-10pm 
COOK COUNTY SALOON MerQory 
{Queen tribute band from Germany: 7pm 
{door} 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by Brian 
Patch 


EDDIE SHORTS Music trivis with Colin 
and Ed from Almost Famous 


FOUR ROOMS Anna Beaumont; pm 


HULBERT'S Thursday night singer- 
songwriter, roots, blues, and folk night: 
8pm = $10/person minimum charge in 
effect 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos. 
na cover; Bpm 

AJAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 7- 
Vipm 

J AND R BAR AMD GRILL Open stage 
with The Poster Boys {pop/rock/blues} 
8:30pm-12:30am 

JULIAN’S PLANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (light jazz piano) 


Eaglesmith (Highroads and Backroads 
Tourl; Spm; tickets available at Panich 
Music/Margo’s Musical Moments, 780- 
826-3166 

WORTH GLENORA HALL Jam hosted 
by the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society, 7-10pm 

RIVER CREE CASINO Air Supply, no 
minors; 7pm (door), Bpm (show); $29 at 
TicketMaster 

STARLITE ROOM Cisssified, Jordan 
Croucher, Mie Boyd, DJ IV 

URBAN LOUNGE/ONE OM WHYTE 


Race to the Stage: Grand Prix battle of 
the bends finals 


WILD WEST SALOON Gilly Ringo 
ZEMARTS Terry Jorden (piano); 7-Spm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip hop, 
Jounge, electro with DJ Lazer Beam 


BELLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thursdays: 
DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest with 
Nia Fellow, midnight. DJ 
WestCoastBsbyDeddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich Thursday: 
top 40, country 


FILTHY MeMASTY'S Punt Rock Bingo 
with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 40/dance 
with OJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urben Substance 
Thursdays 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays: 9pm 
{door}; no cover 


EW CITY Bride of Bingo Thursdays: 
hosted by Dexter Nebula and Anarchy 
Adam, no minors; no cover 


OW THE ROCKS Salsaholic Thursdays: 
Dance lessons at 8pm; Salsa DJ to fol- 
low 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM 
‘SOUTH Retro to New: classic rock, 
R&B, urban and dance with DJ Mikee: 
‘Spm-Zam; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit it 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, pop. hip 
hop with DJ Kelty 


‘THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring host- 
28 Di. Lexx Tronic, Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and rotating game 
shows, bands upstairs monthly 


STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 
Tickets available at TicketMaster, 


MUSIC 


Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


STARLITE ROOM Urban ONA and DJ 
‘Twist present Classified, Jordan 
Crouchat, Mic Boyd and DJ IV; no 
minors; 9pm (Doo); tickets at Soular, 
Mathod, Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Juice, 
Haven, Foosh, Treehouse 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM; DU Nik 7 of Shout Out Oot Our 
Out; Bpm (door); $7 cover 


WUNDERBAR DJ Jazzy Chris; no cover 


-FRI, JUL 6 (9 PM) / 
CHASING JONES / 
BLACKSPOT CAFE 
/ $7 (ALL AGES) 
“Why are these peo- 
ple chasing me?” 


FAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AMIS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights: 
Kyla Sandulak 8pm; mo cover 


BELL AND COURT PUB Raisin’ Cain 
{folk}: 8:30pm: no cover 


CASINO EDMONTON Saddle Ridge 
{eountry/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Robin Kelly 
(tribute show) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB Henk Lionheart 
and A Fig Full Of Blues; Spm-2sm: no 
cover 


EDDIE SHORTS Rotten Dan and the 
Boogey Patrol (smokin’ blues) 


FOUR ROOMS Anna Beaumont: 99m; 
) 


FRESH START Peter and Mary: 530- 
8:30pm 


GIBBONS HOTEL-GIBBONS Mc 
Lucky (blues roots}; 8:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


HILLTOP PUB Patsy Amico and Brian 
Gregg Trio, Mo’ on bass (roots); 9:30pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos 
no cover; 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 9- 
2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Marco Claveria 
(Latin $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock: 9:30pm; no cover 


JULIAITS PLANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (light jazz piano} 


MYSTERY VENUE Mystery Gig: Fred 
Eaglesmith; Bprrc $25 (adv) at TIX on the 
Square 2 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! 
ONE OM WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 


(OM THE ROCKS Love Junk with OJ 
Shewnibis 


‘STARLITE ROOM Ht Scarlet (punk, reg- 
g2e), guests; no minors; Bpm (door), $15 
at Blackbyrd, Megatumes, TicketMaster, 
Unionevents.com: 


TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Howard 
Young (pop/rock) 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE OM WHYTE 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Sessions, quests: 8pm: $8 (door) 


WILD WEST SALDO® Billy Ringo 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE Slowbum 
{blvea/rock}; 230pm-1:30am 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, funky 
tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays local house music with DJs and 
‘occasional intemational special guest 
ny} 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin on 
‘the main floor and on the Wooftop 


BOOTS Heto Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S Wo made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare "60s and 
"70s progressive rock, disco, and elec- 
troni¢ Indie with Joa! Reboh 


ESMERALDA'S 1. Jimmy Friday; 8pm. 
{door} - 


FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip hop, 
reggae, reggaeton and mash-up 


FLUID LOUNGE Fridays Neon Lights: 
hosted by Connected Entertainment 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Too 
tracks, rock, retro with OJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALD Mod Clutr indie rock. new wave, 
Brit pop, and ’60s soul with DU Blue 
Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 10pm: 
$5 (after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with Merk 
Meny and DJ Echo featuring Bailefurk, 
Electro, Booty, Ghettotech, Bmore, Juke 
and all other serious party jams; 3pm 
{door} $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday. 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and elec- 
tro with Groovy Cuvy, OJ Fuuze 


YEW! CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
Dus Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit and 
quests; no minors; 9pm (doort: $5 


MEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofeverthing/in 
dy with Dds Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
{from CJSR’s Your Weakly AA Meeting); 
G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM 
SOUTH fietro to New classic rock, 
R&B, urban and dance with DJ Mikee, 
‘Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday. indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade Flyboy 


‘THE BOOST Fridays All Request Dance 
Party: with DJ Jazzy with rotating 
shows every week; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE D.! Fox’ 
Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose Jose: free 
dance classes 8:30-10pm 


BELL AMD COURT PUB Raisin’ Cain 
(folk); 8:30pm; no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of the 
Dog: Choir and Marching Band: 4-8 pm; 
NO Cover scoustic every Saturday after- 
noon 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Maren Ord (CO 
release), $7 (door) 


CAFFREY'S Block Collar 
CASINO EDMONTON Saddle Ridge 
[eauntry/rock) 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD Fobin Kelly 
(tribute show} 


CASTLE ROCK PUB Ssturday 
Showcase Open Stage: hosted by 
Carmen Cook, Simon Bennet and the 
Castle Rockars: 3-9pm 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, all 
ages; 2-6pm 


EDDIE SHORTS Cacatoo (original alter- 
native) 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner Trio: Bpm 


GIBBONS HOTEL— GIBBONS 1: 
Lucky (blues roots), 9:30pm-1:30am; no 
cover 


HILLTOP PUB Patsy Amico and Brian 
Gregg Tio, Mo" on bass (roots), 9:30pm 


HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat top 
Fap groups; Spm, 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos. 
no cover; Spm 


SAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 3- 
7:20pm; country/rock band, Spm-2am 


CAFE Gordie Matthews 


_ (country blues); $10 


SEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Hoadwind 
(pop/rock: 8:20pm: no cover 


SUBILEE AUDITORIUM Tony Bennett, 
8pm 


SUUAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis Begoray 
(light jazz piano) 


‘THE METRO The Hardline Blues Band: 
‘Spm. 


G@'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and Scott 
Pauses; 3pm: no cover 


OM THE ROCKS Love Junk with DJ 
Donjuan 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 
Open stage: Hosted By Jenny Joy every 
Saturday; Spm 


RIVER CREE CASINO Lary Gatlin; no 
minors: 7pm (door), Bpm (show) 


SAT, JUL7 (4 PM) / CHOIR AND MARCHING BAND / 
BLACK DOG / FREE It's a trick! It's a solo project! You can't 
have a choir or a marching band by yourself! 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa 
Merengue-Bechata-House-Reggeaton- 
Urban-Old School with OJ Spice 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday resi- 
dant DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco: 
Tpm-12 midnight 


STOLLES Top 40, ABB, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DO) 
Tysin 


‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Flashback 
house/hard with Johnny Dangerous, 
Andy Inertia, quests; 1-7am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


\WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


THE ROXY THEATRE Jason Plumb and 
the Willing (Beauty in this World Album 
release concert) featuring the Brokan 
Heart Strings, James Murdoch; 7pm 
{door}, 7:30pm (show); $20 (adv/$25 
(day of}; tickets available at the Roxy 
Theatre 


‘STARLITE ROOM Kreepers Hot Rod 
Rumble Wrep-tip Panty: The Igniters (CO 
felease party), Jukebox Shock. The B- 
Movies, The Grave Mistakes; no minors; 
Bpm; tickets available at Deluxe, Urban 
Lounge/One on Whyte 


‘TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Howard 
Young (pop/rock)® 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Heaven 
Takes the Stand: Rake, Marble Engine, 
Perilous Seas, Suffix, U vs, Me and 
mare; 8pm (door), Zpm (show); fundrais: 
‘or and annual general meeting for Wa 
the Living 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy Ringo 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE Siow/burn 
(blues/rock); $30pm-1:30am 


‘ZAKS OM 51ST AVENUE Live band 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


‘and dancing every Sat: 10pm-1am 
——$<——_<__ian 


DJS 


a 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR Saturday; 
Top 40 with OJ Soundwave 


Lee DJs on two 
jevels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for man only 
free poo! and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven Sanyriay 

Funky house and bresk beats with O.'s 
T-Bass, Fomme Funk and focal/interna 
tional guests presented by NewSound 
Entertainment; no minors; Spm-2a 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rayo ‘603 and 
70s progressive rock, disco, and elec 
tronic Indie with Joe! Reboh 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Gold 
Mash-Up: with Harmen B ond OJ Kwate 


BUDOHA AYE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with OJ Damian 


GIMGUR Soul0Ut Saturdays 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sire Saturday 
Groovy Cuvy and guests 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE H2> 


and Hell Saturdays: with DJ Naz 
Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS The Logon 
Continues .. Saturday Sucks: with DJ 
Nik Rofealya and Blue Jay (Mod Club) 
% 


OM THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis and ( 
Donjusn 


PLANET INDIGO-—JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: broaks elect 
house spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Indie rock. hip hop, rock 
Indie rock, with $ Master F, Loopin’ th 
wo 


THE ROOST Saturdays—Always ti 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro} 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New Music 
Upstairs, $4 (member!/$6 (non-membde 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DEBCO Sportsworld Inline and Rolle 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
mix of retro and disen: 1-5pm and 7pm 
12 midnight 


STARLITE ROOM Come flomp with 
GOMP for Stomp Night: Various Gomp 
Us playing the back half af Starlite 
Room; no minors; tickats at the do 


STOLLIS OM WHYTE Top 40, R&B, 
house with People’s OJ 


‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem 
hard NAG/trence/funky with Jeff Hillis, 
DTDR, Big Daddy. STX Twoek: tam-Zan 


'WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and Loca! 
Bands 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TAP AND GILL Slovum 
(blues rock) 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To Give 
It.Up: Main Floor: Funk, soul. Motown 
disco with OJ Red Dawn 


CROWR AND ANCHOR PUB Jam 
every Sunday, 7pm 


EDDIE SHORTS BAR AND GRILL 
Sunday open stage: with host Rob 
Taylor 


SAMMERS PUB Sunday open blue 
jam; 4-8pm 

MEWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted by 
Willy and Dave every Sun: 2:30pm 


O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jem: Open 
stage for all; 9:30pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Bad Judgomant with 
‘DJ Dodeman 


(OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor (8-11pm) 

BAR AND GRILL Tho fied 
Ants (jazzy A&B) every Sunday; 7-11p 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage fos! 
ing the Digs/Mike MeDonold alternat: 
weoks: 9-12 
ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL Lit!2 
Flower Sth Anniversary Party Open 
Stage: 3-11 pm; no cover 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM Po. 
Polumin (classical guitar) 


TEDDY'S Sunday Nights: Live: afte 
8pm 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Timo 992” 
quests; all ages show, 6pm (door): $12 
at Unionevents.com, TickatMaster, 
Mogatunes, Blackbyrd 


CLASSICAL 


MUTTART HALL Sheena Grobb; 
6:30pm; $12 


Classic Bronze Festival: Advanced ho" 


-_ 
et es 200 ‘SuBWLEE AuDTTORI Voody Gives: 
—— a 6:20pm (soo). 7:20pm (show $39.50 
pus nd $69.50 available at TicketMaster 


ee og LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
[AND GRILL Industry : Open 


TP i 
METRO CLUB AND BILUARDS Tho 
ott: with Atomic Improv, Jameoki and * Metro World Bost Band with Enrique 


PREEHOUSE Sunday ; ¢ + O'BYRMES Civis Wynters and quests; 
Phil Got To Give: We 4 _ 9:30pm; no cover 


py fim 


oe with 
Alyn ove fr su area 3 PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 
Moca with OU Raed Daw 2-7 — ¢ Acoustic Bluegrass Jam Presented by 


? » . Northern Bluegrass Cirle Music - 
qu00's NIGHTCLUB Rotating dog + . - = 
Bun 0 WestCoastabyOaddy é : iy \ Society every Wednesday evening WWW.URBANLOUNGE NET 
gmaun SKY Urban Ladies Night 4 h Wolo Nant ie Ops stage for 
sunduys Ee 4 % comedians, musicians and bands; hast- 105 4 4- =) 2. AN Ea 
{gBYRNE'S 0. Finnegan: ealAna by i \ fae i (i ay aan May, 7pm (set-up), 8 
osc /$30 gremiun available % % . J Gar 
Bonn at 14.6768 j ae ' | TEDDY'S Wednesday Nights: Live; after F I i: 4 + 7 6 9 =) 


Peeiay Not Live: hosted by OA Choc 


LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE : % } | on 
ae | ememeeene ON WHyre If werncruonconwnvre-com 
ee Dd Sverrartament 10pm pe Soundelath, quests, 8pm 


toa five 
we WILD WEST SALOOM Cosmic 


omens Sn 0) polio . Cowboys ALL OF THE GREAT LIVE MUSIC YOU'VE 
CE — TIME AGAIN / VELVET UNDERGROUND / $12 (ALL AGES) Did you COME TO EXPECT FROM THE URBAN 


think that punk isn't scary anymore? Think again. LOUNGE IN A SWEET NEW LIVE VENUE! 
BACKROOM VOOKA BAR ).- 
BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: Tpm-12 midnight para meet eee eters rs = 
Serve Industry Nigh: no mins, Sp ee = THURSDAY | RACE TO THE STAGE 


2am EW CITY Chasing Jones, The Musty VELVET UNDERGROUND Tucsiay BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sraniey 
Sensei mnie | Mammen se MUM TPG) ital mr ay) ic 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar Frederick, Bpm, no cover Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor: Best 


7 Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentia O'BYRME'S Caltic Jam: with Shannon j 
LIVE M USIC ied Ls s “4 Be - RES eae WURDERBAR Swoet Brit and Punk Paes wry Wettucay wif Bates 
eur Strip Contest with with Phillip and Bogner hendie : a 
a Mia Fellow, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy feecor pier aan Friendly, five music onee a month 
SDMONTOM EVENT CENTRE Sencar FILTHY McMASTY'S Metal Mondays: 8pm (show); $29.at TicketMaster rarer AFE Dialogue | 


Dv ‘Marcus Shulz: no minors; ith OJ SWAG, ' 
panera | meinen | trai SRE Se WAT THE STROKE OF MADNESS, THE NEW VAIN, 
ape ee T10pm Laat orp Munch (chow ‘oat TX onthe pigs FEVER WIGHTCLUB Industry F 

Beem gr Ne ea | cone Weber APACE Rost, ENIX FOUNDATION, Lone Way Down 


( with DJ Angus as i FLUID LOUNGE Wednesday Rock This 
'§ PUB House band; 9:30pm-1am; DJS E MUSIC rm vehuanen ied = = ms iS eee 


ee | Tp (= |= |S— 4IRD PERSON 


" ‘sania to Boloro) every Tuesdays: DJs spin on the level 
eh ba we with Dutf Robison: Bom NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE Robobot 
_— : BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ ees, 03000 
‘BYRNE'S ON WHYTE Slowbur Arrowchaser BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE ter Gul 
pret exter lan Wednesdays NIKO DIAMOND'S Punk snd "BOs 
ss ESMERALDA’S Top 40, country, R&B rmatel very Widhuday 
WALL with DJ Foreplay, Dd Jimny CAMMORE SENIORS DROP IN CEN- 


EW COMMUNITY 
voustic Instrumental Old Tine Fiddle ‘TRE-CAMMORE Fred Eaglesmith RED STAR Furt ‘ni Soul: funk, sou! 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin {Highrosds and Backroads Tour}: 8pm. isco, ru jazz, reggae, hip hop with Cool 
g and Salts music, dance lessons 8-10pm tickets available at the Tin Box, 678- (Curt, Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 


1 
= Se Ses 9605 
: ; Liat ! omar feestiieerDoe TULY {I | SU BTON E MUSIC 
fi Cling and Woe Mactan MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Tho in ees STOLLI'S Wild Cherry: Houss/oarage 


8:30pm Kraut: Mod R&B, Norther Sout, "60s FESTIVAL PLACE Qualico Patio Series with Tripswitch, Rezidnt Funk, fusion 


Garage, Mod Revival with Dr. Enick and Kat Danser (swamp blues), Chirgilchin with Steve Velocity Wik SoU LAR TR ANSMISSIONS 
COOK COUNTY SALOOM Jack Ingram. | guosts (Tuvan throat singers}: $5 


‘The Road Hammers, Doc Walker, Johnny VELYET UNDERGROUND Panic: Indie, 


3 Reid. Adam Gregory: 7pm (doar) SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND FIDDLER'S ROOST Lite Flower open Mod, Rock. Electro Dance Party. wtf the 
(SPE LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday. popular house stage: 7:30pm (dort: £2 Jbots: no cover NN il |» 
atreding DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open stage beats with OJ Kevin Wong 


with Chris Wynters and guest every HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage WUNDERBAR Wiednexirys with nw 
Tue; 9pm Wh SPORTSWOALD INLINE AND AND Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll Dus no cover 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 Kenny 


a. WIDE MOUTH MASON 


THE NEW VAIN 


NIGHTLIVE 


alse 
THIRD PERSON VIEW 


OPEN@ ws 


ALL CORONA, JAGERMEISTER AND HIGHBALLS $3.75 
\ 


ANDTHE 


E BRO KEN HEART STRINGS 


- SATURDAY JULY 7, 2007 
THE ROXY tiers 


VIONTON, AB 


HOSTED BY 
HITS THE STAGE AT 


THE BEST OF 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT HITS THE STAGE 


as 
Urban Sys 


pee (Ase Ss _ d 


JAMES MURDOCH 


TICKETS $20 ADVANCE / $25 DAY ORBHOW 
TICKETS AT THE ROXY THEATRE 7308@89-2440 
' WWW.THEATRENETWGRK.CA 
~ ” DOORS 7PM SHOW %30PM 


INTH 


www. urbanlounge.net 


JULY 5 - JULY 11 2007 


TT 


THIS FRIDAY! EARLY SHOW! ON SALE FRIDAY! 
ove = ‘2 : "@ e 2 e: a) 


FRIDAY JULY 6 - STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM - 18 +10 REQUIRED - TICKETS ALSO ATMEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD 


HELLCAT RECORDING ARTISTS 


GFrusteagqau 
1 VELVET UNDERGROUND 
ea FRY SEPT. 28 STORE ROO >= 


THESET « Lin wiTHLONS Ff) AC SAY THINA 


= ten 
second JULY Va WITH GUESTS 


melee y 4% STARLITE ROOM OCTOBER 26 
DOORS 7PM ALL AGES wy STARLITE ROOM-— 


MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRO 55 ; - ee es 
VRE & FS (WENA) Tae 18+ ID REQ - DOORS 8 PM - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLCKBYRD &t LISTEN 


es A . di ait ql 
: fromflurtumin tf\shes F BE Tie REALCKENZIES 


mn La 7 5 we JULY 19 - ; STARLITE ROOM 


duLY 1] - STARLITE ROOM BAGKOYD 1 NEM] RECLOUD Se 


BUKUE ONE - DJ ZAC HENDRIX 
&A-P LUS 


ry, A JULY 21 


STARLITE ROOM Ly 22 STARLITE ROOM 


RS 8 PM - 18+ ID REQUI 


DO 
4OhAg SAPIEN TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, 
- BLACKBYRD. 1) 
wae Sie at rind ree NEES LOKBYRED ny IS VUE ist 


SOULAR & FOOSH iATI 


_ BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT NIDNIVINIS COM ticketmasterca (780) 451-8000 
GET THE LATEST NEWS ON PRESALES AT MYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS ——_—— 


SEK «JULY 5 - JULY 11, 2007 MUSIC 


nYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

seems that for today’s bands, put- 
[us out one album per year is the 

exception rather than the rule. 
with album sales not pulling in the 
scrilla they once did, and with touring 
peing so time consuming, it seems 
like fans of any particular band count 
themselves lucky to see a new batch 
of songs every three years or so. With 
yancouver's They Shoot Horses 
pon't They? it’s different, however, 
as the band has just released its sec- 
ond full length album only one year 
after the release of their first. 

4 think with that kind of thing it’s 
mostly marketing—people say, ‘oh, 
we can’t really put out an album, 
everybody's sick of us, we've gotta 
make them wait,’” says singer Nut 
prown about bands that see long 
breaks between album releases. “We 
don’t write particularly quickly—ten 
songs a year is not that fast. We're not 


d again 
CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
aking a page out of How fo Win 

Friends and Influence People, 

Toronto's illScarlett figured 
out early in its young career that, as 
Dale Carnegie wrote back in the ‘30s, 
success is 15 per cent professional 
knowledge and 85 per cent “the abili- 
ty to express ideas, assume leadership 
and to arouse enthusiasm among 
other people.” 

A few years ago, the boys in the 
band decided that they were going to 
try to get on stage at the Toronto stop 
of the Vans Warped Tour. They actual- 
ly managed to talk themselves into 
the show, but getting on stage proved 
to be impossible. Undeterred, they set 
Up outside the gate to perform for the 
folks waiting to get in. Word spread 
and before they knew it, they were 
Setting an invite to play a barbecue 
hosted by Warped Tour creator Kevin 
Lyman. 

Relating the story over the phone 
ffom Vancouver, where the band was 
ust a few hours away from its first 
Performance of its third Warped Tour, 


Ska punkers hit Warped 


illScarlett's vocalist and guitar player 


SAT JUL7 (1PM) 

THEY SHOOT HORSES 
DON'T THEY? 

WITH SHAPES AND SIZE, MIRACLE FORTRESS, 


DESIDERATA, AURORA, ORANGE INTHE LIGHT 
ARGYLL HALL (6560 - 88 ST), $10 (ALL AGES) 


LLS 
co 
ee 
ao] 


really in a position where we don’t 
have to worry about our career 
because we're kind of bottom feeders. 
] think it’s better to just punch, punch, 
punch.” 

With that kind of punch, punch, 
punch mentality, They Shoot Horses 
Don’t They? heads out on a marathon 
tour which will see them on the road 
for over two months straight, starting 
in Canada and then moving into the 
United States as the band zig zags 
across most of North America. Even 
with such a long tour on the horizon, 
Brown explains that the band feels no 
trepidation. 


Alex Norman is both humble and 
pleased with how a spur-of-the- 
moment decision catapulted illScar- 
lett into the big leagues. 

“It was totally unplanned, like most 
things that we do—last minute, 
unplanned—but it usually works out,” 
he says. “And it turned out to be one 
of the smartest things we've ever 
done.” 


NOT THAT ILLSCARLETT wasn’t already 


on its way before then. They had 
already developed quite a fan base in 
Southern Ontario and the band's first 
two EPs—ilIP and Clearly in Another 
Fine Mess—were pretty easy to 
unload. 

And why not? The band’s—in addi- 
tion to Norman, there’s Bill Marr on 
guitar, Swav Pior on drums and John 
Doherty (son of the Mama's and the 
Papa’s Denny Doherty) on bass— 
infectious blend of ska and pop punk 
conjures up one of its clear influ- 
ences, Sublime. And illScarlett’s latest 
album—All Day With It—was produced 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 55 


“We're very much looking forward 
to it, particularly Canada. | like travel- 
ling in the States, but Canada is 
always very nice to us,” he says..’This 


hey Shoot Horses Don’t They? goes to the mat 


is the longest tour we've ever done, 
but we're kind of into pushing it, tak- 
ing it to extremes and coming out the 
other side.” 


2001 
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AND THOUGH AUDIENCES have been 
very nice to them, some music 
blogs—including the indie music pow- 
erhouse Pitchfork—have been S 
than receptive to the music being 
made by the band 

“They don't like us,” Brown sighs 
bluntly. “You know, everybody looks 
at Pitchfork, everybody hates it, every- 
body loves it. | complained about it 
before we got bad reviews, but now if 
I complain about it it’s because we got 
bad reviews. 

“We come from tie art schoo 
world and criticism is a big part of it. , 
We had to put our ari up on the wall 
and everybody looks at it and tells 
you what they think of it an 
doing, so for me it’s a 
process. I'm not saying \ 
take what they say serio 
kind of feedback does 
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THE BEBOP COWBOYS: | 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 49 


night in Toronto,” he recalls. “That 
was a great fertile ground to get the 
pand going. I'd bring in arrange- 
ments, or sometimes Burke [Carroll], 
our pedal steel player, would bring in 
an arrangement and we just work- 
shopped them right on the spot. 
sometimes we'd do the Dick Clark 
thing and say ‘what do you think, 
folks—thumbs up or thumbs down? 
should it stay in the set?’” 

The audience has always been a 
vital part of the western swing experi- 
ence, and that will be especially true 
here, where the band will be playing 
an authentic dance hall gig at the 
Norwood Legion. Briggs is optimistic 
that the show will hark back to the 
communal spirit of earlier times. 

“We're hoping that people will 
come out and do some two-step- 
ping—you don't have to two-step 
actually, you can do whatever you 
want,” he laughs. “It’s jump blues, it’s 
country, it’s rock ‘n’ roll all in one, but 
it's music that doesn't take itself too 
seriously and it’s music that was con- 
ceived and performed to get people 
up to dance. That was an era when 
people went out and danced not only 
on the weekends, but on the week- 
days, too. The bands were doing five- 
nighters and they just travelled all the 
time. I’ve talked to some of the old- 
timers around here and they spent 
decades just travelling and playing. It 
was an era that was supposed to be 
economically depressed for the coun- 
try and it was a golden age for these 
guys.” 


WITH ALL THAT TRAVELLING and per- 


forming, it’s not surprising that the 
original western swing musicians 
were often some of the best players 
around—Briggs calls the style a pre- 
cursor to rock ‘n’ roll, pointing out 
that many of the earliest rock records 
featured western swing players in the 
bands—and the Bebop Cowboys are 
no different, laying down plenty of 


GET YOUR LISTINGS FOR 
THE ENTIRE SUMMER @ 
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| “virtuosic solos. A flurry of notes on its 
own isn’t exactly danceable material, 
though, so the band keeps its focus 
on the rhythm. 

“We love to have nice tight 
arrangements where we can blow 
and improvise, but the idea is to serve 
the song, and that’s the great thing 
about western swing, too, is that the 
songs are so good,” he says. "We tried 
on this album to'write songs that are 
befitting of that sort of quality.” 

Briggs is aware that our times have 
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changed considerably front the origi- 
nal dance hall era, but he believes 
that the mark of a true musician has 
not. 

“Musicians are the same no matter 
what era,” he explains. “A true musi- 
cian just wants to learn his craft, get 
better and if they're really a true musi- 
cian, they realize they‘re probably not 
ever going to get there but they keep 
working at it until they fall off the 
twig, and those old guys were like 
that." w 


“TLE SCARLET 
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by Matthew Wilder, who was behind 
No Doubt’s wildly successful Tragic 
Kingdom back in the ‘90s 

Despite the upward trajectory of 
the band’s career, however, Norman 
admits that being on the Warped Tour 
is still a sobering experience for 
them. ° 

“It makes you feel really small and 
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unimportant,” he says. “Yeahythere’s 
just so many wicked bands to see 
that, like ... you know, we're still like 
a baby band, so ... there’s so many 
huge bands on the tour, like Penny- 
wise and Bad Religion and you're just 
a little band, so you're going up there 
to try and get people to listen to-you 

But if the boys show the type of 
ingenuity and balls that got them on 
the tour in the first place, they proba- 
bly don’t have anything to worry 
about, vw 
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REVUE / WED, JUN 27 — SAT, JUN 30 / SLED ISLAND / VARIOUS VENUES, CALGARY It's official—the Edmonton-Calgary rival- 
ry is dead. Try as | might, wandering around the multiple venues of Sled Island | couldn't find anything to make me feel smugly 
superior to our neighbours to the south. Every Calgarian | talked to was friendly and smiling, eager to dispel their image as a 
bunch of rich rednecks. | didn’t even see one cowboy hat the whole time! And, judging by their impeccable taste in music, they 
seem to think pretty highly of Edmonton, too—roughly a dozen Edmonton bands played alongside headline acts such as Les Savy 
Fav, Spoon and Cat Power. The Calgary bands weren't too shabby either: folksters Woodpigeon, in particular, are going to soon 
be the recipients of some much-deserved hype. For a first-time festival, Sled Island opened a lot of eyes, and as long as it prom- 
ises to keep bringing awesome music to Alberta, Edmontonians should be excited! —JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 
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REVUE / SAT, JUN 30 / THE 

is often frowned upon in the music industry—at least by the hipper-tha 
“connoisseurs’ —and there's a tendency for backlash whenever a band s 
popular. While I'rn not going to argue that Nickelback deserves more respect, | 
that the White Stripes are worthy of the accolades that have been tossed t 
The band took complete control of the cavernous confines of the Sha’ 
Centre with a show marked by simplicity in both stage design and mus 
tarist Jack White veered wildly throughout, at times taking on the persona 
barker, other times looking every bit the mad scientist with his wild 

while spotlights illuminated him from below, casting eerie shado\ 


of volume—when he locked into Meg W 
standing to face his band mate and creating a mo 
before it filtered out to the audience. | 

came when Meg stepped to the front of th 


alone. —EDEN MUNAD / eden@vueweek! 
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SOUNDS 


COLD IRON 
VANCOUVER 
INDEPENDENT 
EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Not-quite-in-tune guitars 
wi) strum sad and lonely chords, 
strings buzzing as Cold 
THS ROCKS ron—Jobi Mihajlovich and 
Sean Curtis form the core, while some 
of their friends join in on various 
songs—works through the complex 
and moody double album Vancouver. 
Mihajlovich and Curtis alternate and 
share the vocals, and at times their 
words are burrowed deep in the 
music, nearly inaudible until every- 
thing cracks and the volume lurches 
upwards. It sounds more like an 
impromptu, unrehearsed live perform- 
ance than something meant for pos- 
terity. If it seems a little ramshackle, 
that’s because it is, and it's fantastic, 
providing a much-welcomed antidote 
to the slickly corporate fingers that too 
often weave their way into even the 
best groups’ recordings. 

Of the two sides here, the first is 
focused around stripped-down 
acoustic songs—the thunderous and 
dark minor chords of “Fight the Devil” 
mixing well with the take-me-down- 
to-the-river gospel of “Let's Go.” The 
second disc is a little more experimen- 
tal, with the oddly titled “George 
Clooney's Beard’—a noisy instrumen- 
tal that conjures images of a dance 
club somewhere in the jungles of 
South America—and the Led Zep- 
pelin-esque acoustic picking of the 
again oddly titled “Welcome to the VC, 
Bitch ... Drive Safely’ nestling in pre- 
cariously amongst the other tracks. 

The music is well worn, torn and 
frayed like the sound of a dozen long 
nights. Vancouver sounds like Cold 
Iron set up in a living room with a 
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01. freaker pipe jackie-o motherfucker 
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05. while my guitar... sir richard bishop 


bunch of friends, some smokes and 
not just a little bit of wine, and started 
playing, sharing songs and carving a 
record out of wood and wire. | hope 
that the band does it again soon. 


TOUCH AND NATO 

THE REPRESENTATIVES IN INTELLIGENT 
DESIGN 

UPIN ARMS 

CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


The first thing that hits you 
wy) about Touch and Nato’s 
THIS ROCKS 


debut The Representatives in 

Intelligent Design is Nato's 
deft hand at serving up beats. His deep 
grooves yank you into their world for a 
dark, moody ride, forcing you to mull 
over Touch’s verbal gymnastics. While 
the Edmonton duo is walking the same 
path Cadence Weapon (who also 
makes an appearance late in the 
album) tramped down, offering up 
more than one reference to our mighty 
burg, Touch and Nato clearly have hip 
hop right down in their marrow. 

The strength of “Somethin’ Real” 
digs into you, as Touch and Word- 
smith try to make sense of the prob- 
lems of murder, homelessness and 
drug abuse, immortalizing Sara East- 
on: “18-year-old girl shot in the 
streets, and it wasn't a stray)random 
victim happy birthday.” Fro! urban 
malaise to freedom of speech to 
organized religion, Touch and Nato 
land solidly on their worldview, beck- 
oning their listeners to stand up for 
the things that they believe in. My only 
teal complaint with /ntelligent Design 
is that I find it a bit disingenuous to 
drop the bitch and ‘ho bombs through- 
out the album, after saying that words 
are powerful in “Somethin’ Real” and 
before imploring us that women 
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SIGHTS AND SOUNDS 
ae AND SOUNDS 
MALLMAN 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Okay. Let me say first off 
¢y that there is nothing particu 
larly wrong with Sights and 
THISIS OK Sounds’s debut EP. It’s pretty 
awesome, in fact, with its crushing 
guitars, punishing drums and heartfe| 
vocals. The only problem is that, duc 
to the circumstances, it could have 
been way more interesting if it had 
sounded different. 

Sights and Sounds is the side proj 
ect of some of the people behind win 
nipeg hardcore band Comeback Kid 
the slightly more emo oriented Sick 
City and a couple of other guys. Sights 
and Sounds, as a separate entity from 
these bands, doesn’t stray far enough 
from the general emo-hardcgre ideal 
to truly set it apart from the projects 
that preceded it. It’s clear these guys 
know how to rock the genre, but they 
don’t take very many risks. And 
maybe it’s just me, but | think artistic 
and musical risks are more interesting 
than middle of the road safe stuff. . 

Frankly, the band might have fallen 
flat on their faces had they taken the 
big risks that I'm championing, but 
even that could have been really 
interesting. I guess what I'm saying is 
that a side project is not about to 
reflect poorly on your main gig, so 
why not change it up a little? 


BUFFALO TOM 
THREE EASY PIECES 
NEW WEST 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

I was really surprised to see 
the name Buffalo Tom come 
across the CD desk, and 
TSB IK especially surprised that it 
was all new. Hadn't the Boston trio 
faded out like the strum of an 
unrecorded guitar? Sure they neve! 
Officially broke up after 1998’s Smitten 
but nine years off? In the wake af a 
Dinosaur Jr reunion, though, it proba 
bly makes sense that Buffalo Tom 

steps up with another recording, too. 
Three Easy Pieces begins with a 
bang in “Bad Phone Call,” and the first 
five tracks are a wonderful blend of a 
nod to Tom’s past countrified rock 
and a long stare forward at what the 
future could possibly hold for 4 
rebranded Tom. But the album takes 4 
serious turn into the mire when “Ren 
ovating” assaults the eardrums with 
painful backup singing by Clint Con- 
ley. The next couple songs are pretty 
uninspired, almost sounding like 4 
tired, used-up bar band. But things 
return to identifiable Buffalo Tom Le!- 
Titory for the last four tracks. “Hear's 
of Palm” is akin to slowly revealing 
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track off of ‘95's Sleepy Eyed, while the 
mournful pedal steel of “Thrown” sub- 
tly beseeches you into another listen. 
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MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
When confronted with a 
& record so obviously capably 
made, it’s extra disappoint- 
THS SUCKS ing that it has all the emo- 
tional heft of an ABC After School 
Special. Actually, the sentiment isn’t at 
fault so much as the lyrics are—Kevin 
Parent comes from the Bryan Adams 
school of poetry, rhyming “that look in 
your eyes” with “the dream never 
dies” and the like. You can play the 
guess the next line” drinking game 
and be gone by the third track, possi- 
bly with early liver failure—an effect 
heightened by the serious, straightfor- 
ward, rootsy delivery, Parent’s unde- 
niably buttery voice and his frequent 
bottle-related metaphors. 

While my Inner Politically Correct 
Scold insists I mention that Parent is a 
respected Quebecois musician and 
songwriter with four Francophone 
albums under his belt, my Inner Cynic 
is slouching behind the Scold, wise- 
cracking that any of the folk luminaries 
that guested on the record, including 
Jim Cuddy, or the small army of musi- 
cians employed, could have talked this 
gifted artist into some rewrites or co- 
writes and that Parent's wordsmithing, 
so banal as to occasionally be insult- 
ing, is patently about reaching a new 
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Who loves a good 
Canadian book? Anyone? 
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Last week, Statistics Canada released 
its study of this country’s culture 
industry, and it didn’t paint a rosy pic- 
ture According to StatsCan, the coun- 
try’s trade deficit in what it called 
“culture gootls"—everything from CDs 
to DVDs to books and magazines— 
rose to $1.8 billion for all of 2006. 

What does that mean? That Cana- 
dians imported a heck of a lot more 
cultural goods than they exported last 
year. While Canada imported 3.2 per 
cent less cultural material than it did 
in 2005—thanks, mainly, to a drop in 
CD sales worldwide—it also exported 
a lot less, increasing the gap. 

But when the report is cracked 
open, the picture, at least for the 
music industry, isn’t all that bad. 
According to StatsCan, Canadians 
imported nearly $132 million worth of 
compact disc recordings last year, but 
the country exported nearly $123 mil- 
lion worth of CDs. That gives us a 
trade deficit of somewhere around $9 
million—not very significant at all. 
Basically, it’s a wash. Considering that 
Canada is a country with a small pop- 
ulation, and with a world of music 
available for sale, it’s heartening to 
know that for almost every song 
imported into Canada, there's one 
exported. 

To be clear, the only imports that 
counted came from labels, not bands, 


thet exist outside of Canada. For 


example, buying an American band’s 


disc that came out on a major label 
wouldn't count, as all the majors have 
branch offices based in Canada—so 
their releases are all “domestic,” no 
Matter where the artist hails from. 

Still, it is impressive that our 
exports almost equal the imports. Of 
course, Avril Lavigne, Nickelback and 
Nelly Furtado should all take their 
share of the credit for helping Canadi- 
an music imports buck the cultural 
trend. But, as pop stars don’t sell 
records in nearly the same batches 
that they used to, a lot of stock should 
also be placed in how well our 
nation’s music scene is perceived 
internationally. Look, the Arcade Fire 
might be full of hipsters, but it’s only 
one of many bands that have reversed 
the long-standing rule of the music 
industry, that Canadian heritage 
should be kept as a dirty secret. 

The other thing that stunned me 
was the difference between printed 
matter and sound recordings. Canadi- 
ans imported $1.4 billion worth of 
books and magazines last year, more 
than 10 times the worth of the CDs 
brought into the country. The fact that 
music sales pale in comparison to 
book sales—{ mean, not even close— 
was a surprise to me. 

But it is the book biz, not the music 
biz, that is creating such a huge discrep- 
ancy when it comes to our cultural 
trade deficit. If only the world, and our 
own consumers, loved Canadian writers 
the way they love Canadian bands ... w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 


chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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“ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 19) 

The bad news: Charlie and Sharon Reed, 
a couple in Dallas, had their old VW con- 
vertible stolen. The good news? By the 
time police recovered the car three 
months later, the thieves had given it a 
new paint job and had fixed its cracked 
windshield and dented bumpers. Let's 
make this your metaphor of the week, 
Aries. | predict that you, too, will be 
reunited with something you lost, and it 
will be in better shape than it was before 
you were separated 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 


In the coming week, | doubt you'll mis- 
place your keys or forget to-set your 
alarm clock or spill soup on your shirt. 
While shopping, you'll be intuitive about 
picking the checkout line that moves 
fastest. If you take a plane somewhere, 
your luggage will show up promptly in the 
baggage claim area. In other words, Tau- 
rus, the little things in life will go well for 
you, reducing your wasted time and 
inconvenience to near zero. May | sug- 
gest that you respond to this grace period 
not by cramming in more busy work, but 
by giving yourself regular opportunities to 

»,enjoy the luxury of taking deep breaths 
and gazing at the big picture? 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

You may think that the lights you see in the 
night sky aie single stars, but most of them 
are not. They are binary systems, with two 


stars orbiting around a common gravita- 
tional center. Our lonely sun, with no com- 
panion star, is a rarity. Unless, that is, 
we've been overlooking clues that our sun 
does in fact has a twin. Circumstantial evi- 
dence is mounting that our system is bina- 
ry, and that somewhere out there way 
beyond Pluto is a brown dwarf star carrying 
on a secret relationship with our sun. If it 
exists, it's relatively cool and small for a 
star, which would explain why we haven't 
actually detected it yet. I'm suggesting that 
something similar may be true about your 
life, Gemini: that you have long had a shad- 
owy link with a counterpart whose destiny 
is intimately interwoven with yours. If 
you're ever destined to forge a more con- 
scious connection with each other, it will 
be in the second half of 2007. And the ini- 
tial breakthrough would occur soon. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

A reader named Michael McCarthy wrote 
to say he plans to start a new religion, 
the “First Church of the Rude Awaken- 
ing.” It will be based on the principle that 
having a pleasant life cannot serve as a 
motivation to seek enlightenment and 
salvation. Even if his theory is true (which 
| doubt), you Cancerians will be an excep- 
tion to it in the coming weeks. | bet you'll 
have a series of epiphanies precisely 
because you're in an excellent mood, 
leading you to embark on a groundbreak- 
ing new phase of spiritual exploration. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

A unique variety of freedom will be yours 
to enjoy in the coming week. You'll be 
free to be aimless and clueless; you'll be 
under no pressure to be focused and 
smart. You'll be free to be quiet and 
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AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 
Church basement. N. door, 6 Bemard Dr, Bishop St, Sir Winston 
Churchill Ave, St. Albert * For adult children of alcoholic and 
dysfunctional families * Meet every Mon, inc! holidays (7:30pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 St 
(479-1999) * Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) * Healing Circle; Mon 
(6-8pm) * Boxing: Mon/Thu (7-Spm), Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; 
Tue (6-Bpm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; 
Wed (6-8pm) * C.N.EC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-9pm) * Hip-Hop 
Class; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree Class: Thu (6-8pm) * Elders 
and Residency; Fri (all day) * Safe Using and Harm Reduction; 
last Fri each month (11am-12pm) Tobacco Reduction; every 
Fri (1-2pm) # Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 

CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212- 
106 Ave © Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne Racine * 
Every Tue (1-3pm) 


EDMONTON CHESS CLUB Edmonton Chess Club, 10840-124 
St (474-2318) © Chess for students, Grade 3 and up; until July 6 
{Beginners}; July 9-13 (Advance); 8;30am-130pm * Chess 
Leaming and Playing Opportunities for students and families 
FRENCH MEET-UP Second Cup, 124 St, 102 Ave (945- 
5220) « Informal conversation group, all levels of French 
speakers welcome * Wed, July 11 {7-Spm) 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387-3343) 
* Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet 
the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415- 
106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca * Meets every 2nd and 
4th Thu (8pm) ea. month featuring presentations, speakers, 
workshops, outings. Photographers of all levels are welcome 
© $40 (membership)/$50 (familyl/$20 (full-time student), visi- 
tors may attend three times before joining 


MEDITATION © Gadon Semten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, www.gadensamten- 
ling.org (478-0014) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner 
Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm|; advanced Sun (11am- 
ipm)* Brahma Kamaris World Spiritual Organization, 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


208-10132-105 St (425-1050) www.bikwsu.org; Raja Yoga 
Moditation © Moditation Tibetan Tradition 
10502-70 Ave (833-8157) www.karmatashiling.org: Beginners 
welcome, instruction available, every Wed (7pm): free 


ANET ZERO ENERGY HOME IN EDMONTON - IS IT 
FOR REAL? Tels World of Science, 11211-142 St * 
Discussion by Gordon Howell of Howell-Mayhew 
Engineering of what this house is all about, and what is 
now possible * Thu, July 12 (7pm) * Free 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for parents 
at various city locations 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) * For women 
who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life crisis and 
who feel isolated * Group meets each week 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © City Lights Toastmasters 
Downtown (426-5882) Set your own pace to become a com- 
fortable and confident public speaker; meetings every Tue 
(noon) * Chamber Toastmasters Club: Chamber of 
Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459-5206): Visit us and 
lean how to deliver effective presentations, conduct business 
meetings, and develop as a communicator and a leader, every 
Thu (6pm) * "N’orators: Beverly United Church meeting room, 
11919-40 St (476-6963) Improve speaking skills, leadership 
skills, time management, organizational, listening and social 
skills; every Wed (7-Spm) ® Purswers: Best Westem Cedar 
Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808) Weekly meet- 
ings fo improve your communication and leadership skills ina 
supportive environment every Wed (7-9pm) * Chanticleer 
‘Toastmasters: Kingsway Aim, Millard Health Building, 131 
Airport Ad (498-4608/474-1138) Thu meetings {7-8:30 am) feel 
confident speaking and build leadership skills 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION © (434-2675) Free 
guided hike, approx. 10 km at Middle Coal Lake; July 8 (9am) 
mest by the Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave * (435-1197) 
Free guided bike, challenging, approx 11 km at Mactaggart 
Sanctuary; Meat at SE comer of Southgate Mall, 111 St, 
Whitemud Drive, July 15 (9am) * (466-6756) Free guided hike, 
approx. 10 km at Ministik Meadows; July 22 (Sam) meet by the 
Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St. 85 Ave * (425-5895) Free guided 
hike, approx. 10 km at Ministik Meadows; July 29 (Sam) meet 
by the Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St. 85 Ave 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers" 
Market © Silent vigil every Ist and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in 
silence for a world without violence (10-11am) 


07 FOR G7 Whyte Avenue, Campus, Downtown * Oxfam 
Canada and Make Poverty History; shop at participating busi- 
nesses where 7% of your purchasing dollars will go towarc 
organizations working ta eradicate poverty. A complete list of 
participating businesses can be found at 
http://07for07.googlepages.com * July 7 (Sam-Spm) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (403-347- 
6073) © Affirm welcome LGBTQ people and their friends, 
family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United Church every 


2nd Tue ea month (7pm) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sox, sexya), 
gender differences in education and culture focus group « 
Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualberta,ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social group 
for bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea month 
(7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) © Large 
tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) « 
Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy « 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump 
day with DJ Sexxy Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fy 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat; Undie night for 
men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) * Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT * A mature social group 
couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusic- 
hight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet every 
2nd Sunday of most months at 2:30pm for a social period, a 
short meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel or 
potluck supper. Special interest groups mest for other social 
activities throughout the month, email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www. primetimersww.org/edmontor 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer. 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business communi 
ty * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advc 
cacy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff © 3rd Thu ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers 
Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmlivingposi 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-Spm) 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
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meek; you won't have to be brave and 
articulate. You'll be free of wanting to be 
needed and understood; you won't be 
plagued by the longing for someone to 
love you and see you for exactly who you 
are. You'll be free to be anarchistic and 
apathetic; you won't have to believe in or 
care about anything. And finally, Leo, 
you'll be free to not be yourself. You will 
have so much freedom that you'll even be 
free of freedom! 


VIRGO (AUG 23-SEP 22) 

When Adam sampled the apple from the 
tree of knowledge, he was expelled from 
Paradise. After Prometheus stole fire 
from his fellow gods and gave it to 
humans, he was punished by being 
chained to a rock and getting his liver 
chewed on for years by an eagle. You, on 
the other hand, won't have to suffer for 
the nervy coup | hope you'll pull off in the 
coming weeks. So don’t look over your 
shoulder as you do your daring deed. 
Throw yourself into it with unconditional 
love and fervor. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

British astronomer Martin Rees was told 
about a colleague who felt so puny and 
insignificant in comparison to the stars 
that he committed suicide. Rees respond- 
ed with dismay, rejecting the perspective 
that had led a fellow astronomer to take 
his own life. “We are more important than 
the stars,” he said. “What makes things 
important is not how big they are, but how 
complex and intricate they are, and human 
beings are more complicated and intricate 
than stars.” While this is always good to 
keep in mind, Libra, it’s especially apropos 
now. You're in a potent and radiant phase 
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of your yearly cycle—a time when you 
have a mandate to show why you're more 
important than the stars. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Before | suggest to you what your next 
assignment should be, read this passage 
from poet Adrienne Rich. “Whatever is 
unnamed, undepicted in images, whatev- 
er is omitted from biography, censored in 
collections of letters, whatever is mis- 
named as something else, made difficult- 
to-come-by, whatever is buried in the 
memory by the collapse of meaning under 
an inadequate or lying language—this 
will become not merely unspoken, but 
unspeakable.” What | hope you will do in 
the coming week, Scorpio, is rescue from 
obscurity any important thing that is on 
the verge of becoming unspeakable. Be a 
retriever of that-which-is-about-to-disap- 
pear. Be a rememberer of that-which-is- 
close-to-being forgotten. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

One of your power spots is in a valley 
where a melted glacier has made a new 
river. Another is in a place where a forest 
fire has cleared room for the opportunis- 
tic purple blooms of the fireweed. A third 
hot spot is a once-dismal school that has 
been refurbished so that it no longer 
resembles a prison. | urge you to spend 
quality time in transformed places like 
these, Sagittarius. Doing so will put you 
in the right mood to get the most out of 
current cosmic rhythms. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

It's Unity Week. You have rich opportuni- 
ties to negotiate truces, whip up collabo- 
rations and knit together seemingly 


irreconcilable elements. Maybe it has pre- 
viously seemed insane for you to try mix 

ing oil and water but it makes sense now. 
You'll tend to attract good fortune when- 
ever you conspire to turn matches made in 
hell into heavenly blends. Here's a motto 
to inspire your work, from the rebellious 
unification expert Gandhi: “Happiness is 
when what you think, what you say, and 
what you do are in harmony.” 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 

Nature artist Andy Goldsworthy is a 
skilled rock balancer. With infinite 
patience, he arranges stacks of them in 
seemingly impossible arrangements 
Though he has a highly developed sensi- 
tivity to the heft and shape of his raw 
materials, his work still requires him to 
persist through frustration. While building 
one particularly intricate structure, he 
said, “The moment it collapses is disap- 
pointing. But since it has collapsed four 
times I’m beginning to understand the 
stones better.” From what | can deter- 
mine, Aquarius, you're at a stage in your 
own labour of love that’s equivalent to 
Goldsworthy’s third collapse. Keep at it 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

Here are a few of the fine developments | 
expect you will have enjoyed by the end 
of July: growing pains that feel pretty 
damn good; the dissolution of wishy- 
washy wishes that had been keeping yo" 
distracted from your burning desires; @ 
vivid vision of what you want to be when, 
you grow up; living proof that you're nol 
just an armchair adventurer; the friend- 
liest lust ever; a new plaything; and 
insight into why fanaticism can be very 
useful in moderation. w 
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E SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne 
gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English and other African lan- 
quages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (member- 
hip) # Pre-register 

WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

wwe igeocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and competitive 
imming with coaching, beginners encouraged to participate, Socializing 
after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


pRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) * Open: Mon-Thu 
{pm-109m, fri3-10pm * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month (1- 
pen, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group; Support and education for 
transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 
tet 3c, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday Night Men’s Discussion 
Group: Mens social and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at rob- 
vwolls780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2- 
gpm) with Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca © 

Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed movies and discussion after- 
‘wards; every Mon ® TTIO Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, transsexu- 
al intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 
«© GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * Sick 
«nd tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting: Thu 7-8pm; CA 
Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group; every Sat (7-Spm); 
yuy@shaw.c, www.members shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show Up-Alcoholics 
‘Anonymous Big Book Study; Sat (12-1); suitupshowup@hatmail.com * NDP 

{GBT Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROGST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm-3am; Fri Sat Bpm- 
4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu: Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie 
MeBoob, featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur strip the last 
Thuea. Month * Fri: All Request Dance Party every Friday, DJ Jazzy with rotat- 
ing shows every week * Sat: Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and DU Jazzy (new music) upstairs * Sun: Flashback Sundays: 
Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating guests, Free pool all 
night long; $3 cover * Weekends: $4 (members}/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS * A woman's social group, gathers once a 
month on Sat for conversation over tea and coffee # Information e-mail: sin- 
glewomend40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam baths open daily 
(2ahrs) 
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WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) ¢ A non-profit lesbian organization, organ- 
ized activities held monthly including licenced non-smoking dances, coffee 
houses, family events, games nights, golf tournaments and more * www.gay- 
canada.com/womonspace, e-mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue 
Karaoke with Tiazy and Patrick ¢ Sat-Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CASTROL RACEWAY (-461-5801) * Jet dragster Her-A-Cane at the |HRA 
Rocky Mountain Nationals ¢ July 6 


COUNTRY SOUL STROLL. TASTE OF SUMMER Kinsmen Korral, Rodeo Dr, 
St. Albert ® Sun, July 15(3-7pm) © $35 (incl. a single pass for Country Soul 
Stoll on July 21 and/or July 22 © Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS Meet in front of the Rescuer Statue, 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (469-3187) © A ghostly walk in Old 
Stratheona © Until Aug. 30, everu Mon-Thu (9pm) * $5/person 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL STREET PERFORMERS FESTIVAL Si: 
Winston Churchill Sq, www.edmontonstreetfest.com * Featuring everything 
from jugglers to acrobats, hip hop dancers to living statues, daily Troupe du 
Jour group shows, artistic face-painters, colourful rovers, Be Your Own Busker 


phy ® July 11-15. 


UVING LUMINARIES ON THE SERIOUS BUSINESS OF HAPPINESS. 
Unity Church of Edmonton, 13210-106 Ave (913-6456/720-2730) * Film star- 
fing writer/producer Sean Mulvahill as 2 spiritual seeker asking an “A-list” of 
consciously evolved stars in the “Cultural Creative’ movement about how they 
achieved peace and happiness * July 6 (7pm); July 7 (8pm); July 8 (pm) + 
$11, proceeds to support the Turnitaround and Homes for Everyone Projects 
MOTION NOTION Bent River Ranch, Drayton Valley, 
wwew.motionnotion.com (403-230-6060) * DJs and artists featuring house, 
acid-jazz, downtempo, electro, trance and more * July 12-15 * $118 (3- 
night pass) at Foosh, Treehouse, Blackbyrd 


SOURDOUGH RAFT RACE-RIVER FESTIVAL www sourdoughraftraceasso- 
ciation.com (406-0235) * Terwilligar Park; Pancake breakfast (B-10am), $3 * 
Various events for the family through the moming. Rafts are launched at noon 
and spectators can watch the rafters come through the Great Divide Waterfall 
from Laurier Park, Emily Murphy Park, Kinsmen Sport Centre Park and the high- 
light at Louise McKinnon. Voyages are finished at Rafter’s Landing (2-3 hrs) * 
Sun, July 15 

ATASTE OF EDMONTON Churchill Square * July 19-28 


CAPITAL EX FESTIVAL Northlands * July 19-28 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd (484-7751) « 
Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) with Right Said Ed 


ha PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert * Every Wed/Fri: Karaoke with 
helly 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) © Every Sun (8pm-12): 
with Jeannie and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWN’S P UB 16753-100 St © Every Tue (Spm-tam): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Ad (458-8765) ® Every Wed: Karaoke 
with Bonita Peterson and All Fired Up Karaoke; Spm-2am 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7696) * Every Thu 
(10:20pm) * Every Wed: Name that Tune 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed (9:30pm): Gord's 
Best Live Singing Show 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Karaoke every friday with 
krista, Liquid Entertainment 


(KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (451-0587) * Every Fri-Sat (10pm- 
Zam): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terracs Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (431-5815) © Every 
Sun (apmic wit Evolution Entertainment === 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) * Every Fri (Spme-tate): Karaoke with Chris 


M0.J0'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) * Every Fri 
(9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 

NEWCASTLE PUB 6106-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaoke 
(CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) « Name that Tune: every 
Thu (Spm) 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) ® Karaoke Mondays: Every Mon 


(9pm); Hosted by Mr. Entertainment's Scott Parsons © Salsa and the City Thu: 
Latin musie and Salsa lessons; every Thu (9pm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) » Every Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am)- 
with TLC Entertainment 


/ WV “OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (983-5457) » Every Sat 


workshops, and Kids’ World activities * July 6-15 ay" ire \hosted by Jenny Joy, Spm 


FEAST OF FOOLS Sutton Place Hotel, 10235-101 St (425-5162) © A fundraiser 
for The Edmonton International Street Performers Festival featuring a variety of 
performers and preview, silent auction and dinner * Thu, July 5{7pm) * $75 


FRIENDS OF EDDIE, EDDIE BUS SIGHTSEEING TOURS Sightseeing bus, 
17 stops at Edmonton's major attractions end historical sights, hop on and off 
as you wish. 8 departures throughout the day at one-hour intervals. Passes 
are not date specific and are activated once you get on the bus and can be 
used as @ regular ETS transfer before or after the tour * Daily until Sept. 3 « 
$12 (one day pass)/$20 (two consecutive day pass) at TIX on the Square 


LETS MAME MUSCLES MOVE Red Tail Landing, www:muscle.ca (489-6322, ext 
24) * Chanty Golf Classic in support of Muscular Dystrophy Canada * Tue, July 10 


ULY SOCIETY SHOW AND CONVENTION Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave, 
wwaw.arls-lilies.org (467-2660) * Display of Lily stems, design and photogra- 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St. 113 Ave (451-8022) * Every Thu (9:30pm- 
1:30am): with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest running Karaoke bar, 7 days a 
week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10504-101 St (423-3499); Every Mon- 
‘Sat (9pm): Sun (7pm): with Ruth'* Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1800); daily 
{8:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat (-30pm- 
1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (Spm-Tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 13710-104 St (472- 
6336) © Every Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St Albert (459-0295) © Every Thu (3:30pm- 
2am); with Off-Key Entertainment 


What a queer thing’ to'ask 
& | QUEERMONTON 
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our fight for equal rights with the statement that they 
don't care what we do behind closed doors but that 
we don’t have to be putting our dirty sodomy-type 
habits all out there in the open. Right—because wa 
all know that if | mention my girlfriend at work, | really 
might as well be doing her right on top of the counter 
The struggle for partnership benefits, adoption, pro- 
tection against violence and miscellaneous social 
equality really has very little to do with who | may or 
may not be shacking up with at the end of the day. 
When | choose to inform someone that I'm not 
straight, it's because I'm sick of them asking abou 
my boyfriend, dancing around where exactly | volun- 
teer and because I've gotten tired of using gender 
Non-specific pronouns. Not because I'd like them to, 
ask about what happens between lady parts - 
Maybe we should blame the movies. The few 
examples of sexual lesbian relationships that have 
made it onto the big screen have nearly all been that 
Strange variety of two girls writhing around (while 
Not really touching much) on a gauzily draped canopy 
bed while candles cast a soft glow onto them 
| have definitely never owned a bed with one of 
those veil things. Neither have any of my exes. In all 
honesty, it's entirely possible that when my girl- 
friends saw me coming, they stashed away the 
canopy and candles for fear of me getting my naked 
Self all tangled up inside the cloth, shrieking and 
that, when | decide to make my sexual preference __ flailing like a maniac, where upon | lunge, fabricly 
known, I've suddenly dragged poor, innocent straight © cocooned of course, into the fiery wax. setting the 
icki ing i is _ room ablaze. However, as a gay woman, | am friends ™ 
as if, by disclosing my sexuality, ! become some kind _—_ with all my ex’s exes, and I'm pretty sure if any of 
of de facto information booth about lesbianism. |'m them had dykey medieval European princess style 
fot sure why | have to explain this, but sexual orien- © bedrooms someone would've mentioned it. It’s true 
tation does not equal sex life. that the image of gay girl sex that most have seen 
When | reveal my sexuality publicly, other people _ isn’t particularly realistic—perhaps that’s why they 
suddenly feel that they now have free reign to ask _feel the need to clarify with me 
extremely intimate questions. I'm not joking when | It's not as if gay men fair any better. If we aren't 
say | can’t count the times that practical strangers | shown the desexualised Wil! Truman-style best 
have responded to my “I'm gay” with “Oh—so how _friend, we get bizarre mountaintop trysts (sans any 
do lesbians have sex anyway?” That is not, to putit —_sort of lubricatory aide—I'm just saying. | mean, I'll 
mildy, an appropriate response. I'd love to follow it —_be the first to admit | definitely do not know a whole 
up with “You're a jerk—how do you have sex any- _ heck of a lot about gay male sex, but | do know one 
way?" but my mother taught me better than that. My thing, and ouch!). 
life is not open to some random person's creepy So maybe it’s understandable that intimate ques- 
invasiveness because | told them one simple fact _ tions land upon the laps of those of us that have 
about myself: no one, for instance, has ever asked come out. Many people still operate under the incor- 
me how people with blue eyes have sex. (Which is _ rect assumption that they've never met a real live gay” 
probably for the best; it’s pretty kinky and you proba- _ person before and simply can’t contain the bubbling 
bly wouldn't want to know about it.) forth of queries when they do. Im not saying it’s 


totally rude to ever think of asking me about the intri- 
BUT THIS PROBLEM is more than just a simple annoy- 


cacies of sexual intercourse. I'm just saying it would 
ance. Opponents of gay rights advances love to rebut —_be nice if you at least bought me dinner first. w 


As some of you may have noticed, this is not Totally 
Gay, and | am not Luke Foster. I'm Tam, for those 
who were wondering, and in the interest of full dis- 
closure, I'd like to start my run contributing to this 
column with some confessions. 

| love rainbows. There's enough ROYGBV in my 
house to decorate 23 daycares or half of San Francis- 
co. | happily identify as queer—no other label fits as 
well. And | am most definitely a big gay activist. My 
predecessor and | don't really have a lot in common— 
except, of course, for all of that homosexuality. 

So here's the thing: |'m getting pretty sick of hav- 
ing to come out all the time. | could sit here and rant 
about our heteronormative society and the assump- 
tion that everyone is straight until proven otherwise, 
but that seems like something that’s rather unlikely 
to change in my lifetime. | could also complain about 
how tiresome it is to have to come out again and 
again. I'm 21, \'ve been out for five years—you'd 
think I'd have the speech down pat by now, but it's a 
little different every time. Perhaps | need a nametag 
or an ID badge that | could just flash. 

Anyway, what bugs me is this bizarre assumption 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 


2 CLASSIFIEDS 


{F YOU WANT TD PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 


DRIVERS 


D&D Hotshot requires two Class 1 drivers, are Class 3 
with air driver to run Alberta. Flat deck experience. 
Apply in person with aon drivers abstract to: 9233- 

ve, 


EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
Www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


TICKETMASTER CANADA is seeking ticket sellers for 
Edmonton's Capital Ex, July 19th to 28th, $8.50 per 
our, daytime and evening shifts. Must be available for 
all ten days, Please fax resume 780.425.4084 or email 
to kristen,smallwood@ticketmasterca. For more infor- 
mation check out www.ticketmaster.ca 


LOCAL FOOD BANK 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


River House Grill 
St. Albert 
Requires full time server J 
must have some knowledge of wine and be excited 


about working at a great local restaurant. 
To apply e-mail resume attn. Willie White to 
ewwhite@shaw.ca or drop it off in person at 
8 Mission Ave, 


Wasting Your Precious Time in s Dead- 
= Low-Paying Job! Train to be an Admin 
Professional and get the office & of your dreams. 
Call Campbell College fora FREE 10-min Funding 
Assessment. Ask far Sharon - 448-1850, ext 22 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
- Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
teliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0970. 


Full Time Receptionist for high end salon. Please drop 
off resume in person to 10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details. 


ORINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE MONEY! 


Looking for the perfect job with geod 
ml while oan oe a? 
i at 408-9111 


CLASSIFIEDS 


We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence 
Jobs quaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for quiter, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality musig™> 
instruction since 1981 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Teach English Overseas 2 Bh ee a 
Heaps ay Bhd 
a) 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE-FREE*FREE-FREE*PREE 
FREE-REE*FREE-FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com “S 


Need a volunteer? Forming en acting troupe? Went 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 


7 
wuys-wuy 11207 wesweexy 61 


Crown 
CD DVDPRINT MEDIA 


15397-117AVE 471-1417 
wnMuitimedia. 


www. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must he 18 or older 

- prize must be accepted as awarded 

- ho one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 

|} vided to contest sponsors 

- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


» Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
» opcruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Whyte Avenve Art Walk, 13-18 Register $45 at 
The Paint Spot, 10516 Whyte Ave or 12418 102 Ave. 


Theatre Network's Bradley Moss holding Gener audi- 
tions at the ROXY theatre, 10708-124 ST Juily 23-24, 
10am-5pm. To book call 453-2440. 


Web TV magazine needs TV Host Segment Actors. 
PunkTV.ca is looking for hilarious and exciting self moti- 
vated hosts with new show ideas. Also need 
Interviewers and on air talent. Email only with links to 
samples of your work and ideas, Dixon@punkty.ca. 


Looking for training in Burlesque dancing, starting at 2 
| ee level. Contact Laurel 757-4113. 


We want to pimp your art. No commissions, the more 
abstract, the better. peed Se 481 


Call to Enter ArtsHab Stadio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 


Seeks part time Gallery Educators 
beginning Sept 2007 


BA in humanities, BFA or B Ed degree 
or equivalent required 


Fax or mail your resume by July 23, 2007 to: 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 
Enterprise Square 
100-10230 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 4P6 
Fax, 780.426.3105 
Attention: Shane Golby 
Education Programs Manager 


Only those candidates considered for an interview 
will be contacted 


pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email office@vueweek! 
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ing for women for punk-influenced drag project. 
179-2976 or aceychain27@hotmail.com 
MUSICIANS 


ip hop/elect/fusion project looking for 
Peiled Kaye and bass, Ph Vike 916-130, 


Female Vocalist 20 yrs old. Studies at GMAC music pro- 

gram looking for musicians to form a band, Vocal Style 

caters mostly to R&B, rock &blues. For more info phone 
952-6166 ask for Scott. 


The Blackspot Cafe and Music Co-op is seeking music 
promoters to book local and touring talent. E-mail 
team@blackspoteafe.com, ph (780)481-SPOT for info. 


Bassist with gear required. 4-piece rock act, 
covers/originals. 23-35 yrs. Infl: RCHP, Foo, 3 Days 
Grace, Matt Good, Green Day, OLP Sum 41, Blink, etc. 
Call Chad 488-1457. 


in his 50's looking for other 
singer/songwriters to collaborate on new material. 
llitke@epl.ca 


VOLUNTEER 


Join the performance world as a volunteer for The 
Performers 


I 


July 6-15. www.edmontonstreetfest.com, e- 
mail: volunteer@edmontonstreetfest.com, ph Linda at 
425-5162. 


A Taste of Edmonton—Volunteers Needed: Safeway 
Pancake Breakfasts, Wine Servers, Security volun- 
teers needed July 19-28. Call Danielle at 423-2822 
ext. 22, e-mail dnobert@eventsedmonton.ca. 


Volunteer with the Grand Prix of Edmonton (July 
20-22}-experience the rush up close and personal. Get 
access to the event, exclusive swag, meals while on 
shift, an epic Sunday night volunteer party right on the 
track and more. For more info 488.8882, 
volunteers@grandprixedmonton.com, www.grand- 
prixedmonton.com. 


The Friends of the Edmonton Public Library need vol- 
unteers for 1-2 Saturday's/month or Thu evening to 
help with preparations for the 2007 fall book sale 
Sept 22-23. 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board Members 
Required. To lear more about CMHA visit: 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


we require an 


Administration/Promotions 


Representa 


Do you... 


great phone abilities 
e attention to detail Lee 
\ i itement level aa ES 
ie 
p> ~~__—«*Weeill, we may have 
“A ajob for you... 
We’re looking for someone to 
gl eit help out in the office several days 
( | a week and hit the streets to yell 
“a out “READ VUE WEEKLY!” at the 
top of your lungs! 


\ Zaubmit your resume to Rob Lightfoot, Sales and Marketing manager ... 
EMAIL: rob@vueweekly.com or FAX:780-426-2889 


e have a pleasant demeanor 


“Film & Music Business 
Film & Digital Arts 


-Classes start soon 


- $cholarship$ 
- Student Loans 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 
punctuation 


Deadline Tues at Noon + Print legibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line + Every letter, space or mark counts as one character » Allow one space following 


ig 
\ an 


*Broadcast Arts 
*3D Animation 
*Game Design 


: i) pacificav.com 


y)) 


Vancouver, BC 


Frenemies with benefits less Fren, 


ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 
alisex@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR ANDREA 
| recently broke up with my girlfriend (I'm 
a woman). Everything had started out 
peachy and remained so until about a 
month and a half before the breakup. It 
seemed that our growing emotional inti- 
macy triggered her childhood issues (neg- 
lect, abuse, you name it, followed by 
addiction, now thankfully in recovery) and 
she started pushing me away, then 
moved on to heavy criticisms and blam- 
ing. As an abuse survivor myself, | know 
the signs and can empathize, but | feel 
that I've worked through most of my 
issues with intimacy, whereas she is, in 
her own words, “scared of loving.” 
Anyway, our sex life suffered greatly. | 
felt that | was giving a lot and not receiv- 
ing much. | tried talking with her about 


VOLUNTEER 
Volunteer yoga instructor needed for Strathcona 
Place Senior Citizen Centre, For info phone Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747 ext. 4. 


“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers learn 
about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. Lots of 
Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors. Call 434-4747 ext 4. 


and Drivers Need for 


Edmonton Meals on . Varied jobs, flexible 


hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020. 


Volunteer watercolour instructor needed for 
Strathcona Place Senior Centre. For more info call Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


Tired of Come join us at Nicotine 


Smoking? 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020. 


7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
18750-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5959. 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


all this, but she insisted that | was the 
one at fault for everything. Finally, 
drained and heartbroken, | left her. Since 
then, she’s apologized and told me that 
she’s working on changing her patterns 
(through therapy, support groups, etc). 
And she wants a second chance. 

| feel relieved to be out of a tense and 
draining relationship, but | also miss the 
good stuff we had (hot sex—most of the 
time—and friendship, if not emotional 
intimacy). Could her willingness to heal 
(and treat me with respect) make it worth 
taking another stab at it? And if the sex 
and friendship worked for us but not the 
relationship, what are the odds that we 
could be lovers but not partners (we're 
both non-monogamous)? 
LOVE, ONE FROM COLUMN A... 


DEAR A 

Oh, eek, I'ma little scared of your ex, to 
tell you the truth. I'll probably get in trou- 
ble for this but she immediately put me in 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for fran- 
cophone volunteers. Come learn how to present inter- 
active workshops on antiracism/cultural diversity. 


Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. Orientation 
and training provided. Meef people from all around the 


world. Jason: jmarkowsky@eci-lex.ca or 944-0792 


Volunteer instractor needed for 
Strathcona Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone 
Rita Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with 
shoppi ing. Momings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. “On 
II" position. Call Judy 424-3545. ext. 249. 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your pet? 


Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our com- 
munity. Call Deanna at 413-4682 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 


Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 


enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547. 


Melina enjoy pea in our a room at 


Centre, for more info 
es ‘oie Stow Shaw at 433-5807. 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,330,000 
Ad Profiles 


-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


mind of stories a friend of mine tells of 
working at an extremely PC community 
nonprofit and the way interns and other 
untested newbies would respond to a 
request that they do some—oh, | dunno, | 
think they call it work?—with a trembling 
lip and a defiant stance and a declaration 
that “l find that really triggering.” “Oh I'll 
trigger you, all right” my friend would 
think, but of course you can’t say that sort 
of thing to that sort of person, you can only 
try to gently redirect them, like toddlers or 
puppies, if you don’t want to be accused of 
being abusive and hierarchical and too!-of- 
the-patriarchical and end up having to 
endure lengthy sessions with a mediator 
wearing chunky ethnic jewelry and many 
complicated but unstructured garments 
woven from colorful twigs and berries. 

| can’t really answer your last two ques- 
tions, of course, because even if | had 
actual statistics to give you ("blah per cent 
of couples attempting friendship-with-ben- 
efits following a breakup end up throwing 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Exotic Ginger, sexy hot brunette, 
long legs, slim, beautiful and tanned, 25, 24 hrs, 
very open minded. Edmonton, surrounding areas 
442-0741. 


*NEW" Jackie James 
Discrete, upscale, petite brunette. 
7-4989, 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber. Ritaotng) redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for availabil- 
ity; 441-1330. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 


Romantic 
(ate) 


more nemies 


kitchen implements at each other within 
six weeks, while only blah per cent of cou- 
ples attempting friendship without bene- 
fits throws plates...”) they would still just 
be statistics, interesting to read but more 
descriptive than predictive. 


JUST GOING BY THE FAIRLY smaii 
amount if info I’ve got, | have to admit I'm 
doing a little preemptive cringing and 
ducking myself. Things just sound a little 
too fresh and volatile yet to go trying any 
tricks as death-defying as getting back 
together but not really. 

So, while | won't lay odds or place 
bets, I'm happy to make a wild prediction 
based on nothing more than having a 
good head for these things: attempting to 
reassemble your former relationship 
tminus what are arguably the most impor- 
tant elements (emotional intimacy, not to 
mention LUV) is doomed to failure. Before 
you know it you will be “triggering” her 
again, this time quite possibly on pur- 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 wer 


Sre7EMlns. 


LERSONALS *\\ 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


pose. | think you'd do best to look else- 
where for sex and attempt friendship 

Cautiously if at all, with your ex. If you're 
meant to be together (by which | don® 
mean “fated,” but merely “suited,” in 
case you were wondering) you will find 
yourselves shifting back in that direction 
when you're ready. 

It's nice and all that she’s 
heal,” not to mention treat 
respect, but frankly, all you h 
word on that. She hasn't actually 
either one so far, has she? A 
frankly, you sound neither so hard 0 
so desperately pining for her as so make 
it worth the probable unpleasant 

Exes are in some way the easy choice 
you don’t have to go out and meet anyone 
which for some of us anyway can be a 
powerful draw, but on the other hand you 
don’t get anything better than what you 
already had and gave away, and usually 
with good reason. | just wouldn’t 
LOVE, ANDREA 


‘willing to 


Try Cruisefine Text for free. 


Text “xtra to SFREE - wrww.crutseline.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone 
Women Always FREE: 
hy ey yt | 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
hy ty yy) 


i 


» Anonymous,* 21+ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SUNSEED 


While it is true that everyone has a story, 
Canadian singer/songwriter Hayley 
Sales’ experiences are so numerous and 
compelling that they almost sound 
fictional. She has a history that includes 
being bom in the Washington D.C. 
projects, interviewing the Dalai Lama, 
traveling the world, accompanying former 
Nirvana bassist Krist Novoselic to the 
Seattle WTO protests, and self-penning 
and producing her major label debut 
album Sunseed. Even more incredibly 
Hayley is just 20 years of age. Featuring 
the first hit single “What You Want”. 


give 


the HMY gift card 


SILVERSTEIN 


ARRIVALS & 
DEPARTURES 


Arrivals & Departures, Silverstein’s 
third and most motivating release, 
expresses a strong message of how life 
is a series of human interactions with 
scores of people - and the importance 
of never taking them for granted. 
Catch Silverstein on tour this summer 
with Rise Against. 


7/7/2007 Mississauga, ON 
7/16/2007 Winnipeg, MB 
7/17/2007 Saskatoon, SK 
7/18/2007 Edmonton, AB 
7/19/2007 Calgary, AB 
7/20/2007 Calgary, AB 
7/22/2007 Victoria, BC 


Listen to them for yourself at HMV! 


Prices in effect until August 1, 2007 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities. 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


WHO WE ARE 


Who We Are marks the fourth release for 
thehit-making-machinecalledLifehouse. 
Re-introducing themselvesto their legion 
of dedicated fans with an the energetic 
first singlé “First Time”, Lifehouse prove 
yet again that their ability to create hit 
songs is seemingly boundless. Making 
an upbeat album full of potential hits 
is sure to please the current Lifehouse 
fans and make many new ones. 


UMUsSIC-CA 


music ¢« DVD « videogames 
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